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DEMETRIUS. 


CHAP.  I. 

*'  As  newly  wak'd  from  all  my  dreams  of  glory, 

**  Thofe  gilded  vifions  of  deceitful  joys, 

"  I  ftand  confounded  at  the  unlook'd  for  change, 

"  And  fcarcely  feel  the  thunderbolt  of  fate. 

"  The  painted  clouds,  which  bore  my  hopes  aloft, 

**  Are  vanifh'd  now,  slas  !  to  yielding  air, 

"  And  I  am  fall'n  indeed  I" 

EarlofMJfex, 

T^HE  Hetman  Kofanka  rapidly  purfued 
his  flight,  with  the  obje£l  of  his  care, 
towards  the  foreft  of  Ilmen.  His  left  arm 
encircled  Demetrius,  while  the  other  guided 
his  panting  and  now  almofl  exhaufted  fleed. 
As  he  drained  the  Prince's  body  more 
clofely  to  him,  he  fancied  he  felt  a  faint 
pulfation  at  his  heart :  joy  throbbed  in  that 
of  the  Coflack  at  the  hope  thus  fuggefled. 
He  examined  his  countenance :  it  was  pale 
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and  cold  as  the  fnow  which  lay  beneath 
them  ;  and  his  fine  hair,  clotted  with  blood, 
(for  his  helmet  had  fallen  off  in  the  combat) 
gave  fuch  a  death-like  exprefTion  to  his  ap- 
pearance, that  the  chief  fhuddered  as  he 
gazed  on  him ;  and,  bending  his  head 
over  his  brow,  a  tear  fell  from  an  eye  feldom 
hitherto  expreffive  of  any  unmanly  emotion. 
In  this  adion,  however,  he  felt  the  warm 
breath  of  Demetrius  playing  on  his  cheek  ; 
and  the  delightful  conviction  that  life  yet 
remained  in  his  frame,  reanimated  his 
exertions  to  reach  the  foreft.  It  was  night 
before  he  arrived  at  it :  he  difmounted  ; 
and  enveloping  Demetrius  in  his  cloak,  and 
placing  him  for  fupport  againft  the  trunk 
of  a  tree,  he  endeavoured  to  kindle  a  fire 
from  fome  dry  branches  which  lay  feat- 
tered  on  the  fnow.  He  fucceeded  ;  and 
placing  Demetrius  befide  it,  flattered  him- 
felf  that  the  warmth  might  reflore  him  to 
animation.  In  a  few  minutes  the  Prince 
unclofed  his  eyes,  and  gazed  wildly  around, 
then,  as  if  anxious  to  exclude  the  profpeft 
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before  him,  feebly  raifed  his  hand  towards 
his  face,  uttered  a  deep  groan,  and  funk  hi 
the  arms  of  the  chief. 

The  encreafing  ftrength  of  his  refpiration 
however  convinced  Kofanka  that  he  was 
recovering  ;  and  with  the  mofl  tender,  yet 
ardent  fohcitude,  he  redoubled  his  endea- 
vours for  his  complete  reftoration.  Too 
foon  for  the  peace  of  -Demetrius  they  fuc- 
ceeded  :  the  agony  of  his  feelings,  as  he 
gradually  recovered  his  recolledion,  was 
exprefled  in  the  wild  and  haggard  glances 
of  his  eye,  in  the  abrupt  impatience  of  his 
movements,  in  the  deep  and  frequent  fighs 
which  heaved  his  labouring  bread. 

A  fenfe  of  humiliation  at  his  late  defeat, 
of  anguifh  at  the  death  of  his  friend,  of 
agony  at  the  reflexion  that  the  lofs  of  this 
battle  was  to  him  the  lofs  of  his  empire,  and 
of  Marina,  all  rufhed  fuccefllvely  upon  his 
mind,  and  totally  fubdued  its  former  firm- 
nefs.  The  pain  occafioned  by  his  wound 
was  encreafed  to  torture  by  the  piercing  cold 
of  the  night  wind  5  and  the  defolation  of  the 
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fcene  around  encreafed,  while  it  afTimilateJ 
with,  the  gloom  of  his  feelings.  The  dreary 
wildnefs  of  the  immenfe  trees  which  extended 
their  dark  and  rugged  branches  acrofs  the 
fnow  was  faintly  difplayed  by  the  glimmer- 
ing fire,  on  whofe  blaze  darknefs  feemed  to 
hover,  and  whofe  warmth  was  chilled  by  its 
icy  and  impenetrable  bed.  A  convuifive 
fhuddering  pafled  acrofs  the  frame  of  De- 
metrius. The  CofTack  endeavoured  to  re- 
animate the  fluttering  flame,  and  renewed 
his  former  attentions  to  the  Prince,  vi'ho 
raifed  his  languid  eyes  to  his  countenance, 
to  behold  who  it  was  thus  interefted  in  his 
fate. 

*'  You,  then,  are  preferved-l"  he  at- 
tempted to  fay,  but  the  words  died  away 
upon  his  lips;  and  the  pain  of  his  wound 
induced  an  involuntary  movement  of  his 
hand  towards  the  part  affeded.  The  chief 
immediately  fecured  it  from  the  effedts  of 
the  chilling  air,  by  placing  a  bandage  round 
his  brow,  and  the  Prince  felt  a  momentary 
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relief  from  bodily  fufFering  :  his  mental  an- 
guifh,  however,  was  not  fo  eafily  fubdued  ; 
and,  with  an  expreflion  of  heartfelt  woe, 
which  penetrated  to  the  foul  of  the  chief, 
he  tremuloully  afked,  "  Are  all  my  gallant 
*'  fubjeds,  my  noble  warriors,  fallen ;  and 
"  are  we  only  left  to  mourn  over  the  wreck 
"  which  I  have  occafioned  ?'* 

«  Not  all,  I  truft,"  replied  the  Coflack, 
in  a  voice  he  endeavoured  to  render  cheer- 
ing and  aflured,  "  If  my  orders  were 
"  obeyed,  the  Coflack  cavalry  have  fe- 
"  cured  their  lives  and  liberty  by  flight.** 

"  But  the  Poles,  the  Ruffians,  the  brave 
"  and  faithful  Galitzin,  have  fatally  evinced 
"  their  loyalty,'*  faid  Demetrius  in  a  tone 
of  enquiry,  rather  than  of  affertion  :  but  re- 
ceiving no  reply,*  a  deep  gloom  overfpread 
his  countenance.  In  vain  the  chief  ad- 
dreffed  him  in  the  language  of  hope  and 
confolation.  The  remainder  of  the  night 
was  paffed  in  melancholy  retro fpe^lion,  in 
bitter  felf-upbraiding,  in  agonifmg  anticipa- 
tions. 

B  3  The 
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The  dawn  of  day,  which  now'  fhed  a  pale 
h'ght  throughout  the  foreft,  difcovered  their 
retreat  to  the  young  Kofanka  and  feveral 
of  the  Coflacks,  who,  having  obeyed  the 
commands  of  their  chief,  had  fhehered 
themfelves  amidfl:  the  receffes  of  the  forefl, 
in  order,  for  the  prefent,  to  elude  the  pur- 
fuit  of  Prince  VafTili :  but  they  all  agreed 
in  urging  the  necefTity  of  their  immediate 
departure,  not  merely  on  account  of  their 
proximity  to  the  enemy,  but  from  the  im- 
polTibility  of  procuring  fuftenance  in  fuch  a 
fituation.  They  exprefled  the  moft  fmcere 
and  lively  fatisfadion  at  beholding  their  Prince 
yet  alive,  and  crowded  around  him  with 
eager,  yet  refpeftful,  expreffions  of  delight 
and  congratulation  j  but  his  raylefs  eye  and 
pallid  cheeks  alarmed  the  faithful  CofTacks, 
and  they  retired,  communicating  to  each 
other  the  apprehenfions  his  appearance  had 
excited. 

Demetrius  was  fo  feeble  from  lofs  of 
blood,  that  all  attempts  to  fuflain  himfelf 
on  his  courfer,  during  their  rapid  route, 

proved 
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proved  Ineffedual.  Kofanka,  obferving  this, 
propofed  to  the  Coflfacks,  that  they  fhould 
make  a  fpecies  of  litter,  compofed  of  the 
branches  of  trees,  which  might  be  placed 
on  one  of  the  horfes,  guided  by  a  CoiTack 
mounted  on  another.  All  this  was  accom- 
plifhed ;  and  although  the  attentive  gaze  of 
Demetrius  proclaimed  his  knowledge  of 
what  was  pafTmg  around,  he  offered  neither 
oppofition  to,  or  approval  of,  their  proceed- 
ings. To  thofe  who  had  been  accuftomed 
to  behold  him  eager,  adive,  animated,  high 
in  hope,  ardent  in  fpirit,  this  paffivenefs  of 
his  will,  this  flupor  of  his  faculties,  con- 
veyed the  keenefl  pain,  the  flrongeft:  appre- 
henfions.  The  CofTacks  attributed  this 
change  to  the  pangs  of  his  body,  but  their 
commanders,  more  juftly,  to  thofe  of  his 
mind. 

The  fuccefles  of  Demetrius  had  been  fo 
entire,  fo  brilliant,  he  had  deemed  himfelf 
fo  fecure  of  their  continuance,  that  this 
reverfe  of  fortune  was  not  lefs  appalling 
than  unexpeded;  and  he  felt  himfelf 
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wholly  unable  to  fuflain  It  with  fortitude. 
The  weaknefs  of  his  frame  too  encreafed 
that  of  his  mind  ;  and  his  mental  anguifli 
again  ading  upon  his  body  retarded  the 
recovery  of  its  former  vigour.  The  fmall . 
troop  of  Coffacks  were  obliged  to  adopt 
a  circuitous  route,  in  order  to  elude  the 
poffibility  of  purfuit.  In  the  different 
villages  through  which  they  pafTed,  they 
learnt  that  the  death  of  Demetrius  and 
the  defeat  of  his  army  had  already  circu- 
lated throughout  feveral  of  the  provinces : 
they  remarked  that  a  general  gloom  per- 
vaded  the  countenances  of  the  peafantry, 
with  whom  they  converfed  refpeding  the 
circumflances  of  the  late  battle  :  yet  the 
caution  they  obferved  in  their  converfation 
evinced  the  confcioufnefs  they  felt  of  exifl- 
ipg  under  the  yoke  of  a  tyrant, 

Kofanka  propofed,  when  they  reached 
Pleflvow  in  Lithuania,  that  they  fhould  re- 
main there  until  the  Prince's  wound  was 
healed,  and  his  health  re-eftabllfhed.  De- 
metrius offered  no  oppofition  to  this  pro- 
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pofal.  The  unremitting  attentions  of  the 
chief,  the  influence  of  a  milder  climate,  and 
the  efFed  of  repofe,  in  a  fhort  period  re- 
flored  health  to  the  frame,  but  not  happi- 
nefs  to  the  heart  of  Demetrius.  When  he 
compared  his  prefent  profpe£i:s  with  thofe 
which  lay  before  him  at  his  firft  entrance 
into  Ruffia,  he  felt  a  fenfe  of  iagonifmg  re- 
gret, of  deep  humiliation  at  the  contraft  they 
prefented.  He  was  then  at  the  head  of  a  gal- 
lant band  of  Poles,  foon  joined  by  his  noble 
Coflacks,  his  army  continually  augmenting 
by  the  acceflion  of  his  Ruffian  fubjedls,  all 
regarding  him  as  their  leader,  all  looking 
up  to  him  with  refpecl,  all  relying  on  him 
with  confidence  :  but  could  this  confidence, 
this  refpe£l,  ever  again  be  experienced  for 
one  who  had  condu6led  thefe  faithful 
fubjedls  to  difgrace,  to  imprifonment,  to 
death  ? 

The  Coffack  chief  endeavoured  to  com- 
bat thefe  depreifing  ideas :  he  painted  the 
generous  character  of  the  CofTacks,  their 
attachment  to   Ivan,    their    acknowledge- 
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merit  of  his  own  claims;  and  he  advlfed 
Demetrius  either  to  take  refuge  amongfl 
their  territories,  or  return  to  Cracow,  and 
again  apply  to  the  court  of  Poland  for 
affiftance. 

"  Never !"  exclaimed  the  Prince,  a 
crimfon  glow  overfpreading  his  before 
pallid  countenance  at  this  laft  fuggeflion. 
**  Never !  What,  fhall  I  again  prefent  niy- 
"  felf  a  fuppliant  before  that  affembly  in 
*'  whofe  prefence  1  vainly  boafted  my  af- 
•«  furance  of  fuccefs  ?  Shall  I  revifit  that 
*'  city,  a  folitary  and  degraded  being, 
"  which  I  fo  lately  quitted  at  the  head  of  a 
*'  gay  and  gallant  army  ?  Shall  I  expofe 
*'  myfelf  to  the  reproaches  of  the  forrow- 
"  ing  parent,  the  widowed  mourner,  the 
*'  weeping  orphan  ?  Shall  I  infult  by  my 
*'  prefence  the  wretches  whom  I  have  made? 
**  Shall  I,  all  humbled  as  are  my  fortunes, 

"  now  dare  to  prefent  myfelf  before '* 

He  paufed,  and  the  pang  which  fliot  acrofs 

his  heart  forbad  the  utterance  of  Marina's 

name,  and  even  rendered  her  recollection 
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painful.  "  No,"  he  proudly  refamed, 
"  when  I  revifit  Cracow  it  fhall  be  after  the 
*'  triumph  of  conqueft,  not  the  humiliation 
"  of  defeat; — it  fhall  be  with  the  fplendourof 
*'  afovereign,  not  with  the  afpecl  of  a  fup- 
*'  pliant."  His  dignified  geflure,  hiskindling 
(eye,  his  elevated  mien,  fhewed  him  again 
that  proud  and  energetic  being  the  Cof- 
fack  had  firft  beheld  him.  He  hailed  with 
fecret  fatisfaclion  this  appearance  of  wonted 
animation,  and  renewed  his  propofal  of  his 
retiring  into  the  territory  of  the  Don  Cof- 
facks.  Demetrius  agreed  to  adopt  this 
plan,  when  the  young  Kofanka,  who  had 
been  difpatched  by  his  father  to  Cracow 
with  the  intelligence  of  the  late  defeat,  the 
wound  of  Demetrius,  and  his  prefent  refi- 
dence  at  Plefkow,  fhould  have  ^returned. 
In  the  meantime  the  CoiTack,  from  day  to 
day,  beheld  with  ioexpreflible  delight  the 
renovating  health  and  fpirits  of  Demetrius. 
When  fufficiently  recovered  to  afcend  his 
courfer,  he  made  long  and  daily  excurfions, 
accompanied  by  his  faithful  ColTacks,  to- 
B  6  wards 
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wards  the  frontiers  of  Poland,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  Kofanka  on  his  return  to  Plelkow. 

During  one  of  thefe  expeditions,  while 
Demetrius  and  the  Hetman  were  engaged  in 
converfation  refpedling  their  future  plans, 
they  perceived  the  CoiTacks,  who  had  be- 
fore been  galloping  at  full  fpeed,  brandifh- 
ing  their  lances,  and  by  their  warlike  gef- 
tures  appearing  to  be,  in  idea,  anticipating 
the  moment  of  battle,  fuddenly  halt,  draw 
nearer  to  each  other,  and  appear  to  be  ex- 
amining fome  diflant  object :  then,  rapidly 
returning  and  gathering  around  Demetrius, 
they  pointed  to  the  diftance,  and  exclaimed, 
"  An  army  is  at  hand,  an  army  is  advancing 
*'  towards  us  !"  The  Prince  dircQed  his 
glance  towards  the  horizon,  and  beheld  it 
in  appearance,  bound  by  a  glittering  girdle, 
for  thus  did  the  forefl  of  lances,  gleaming 
m  the  fun,  feem  to  the  dazzled  eye. 

Plope  whifpered  to  the  heart  of  Deme- 
trius that  it  v/as  an  army  of  friends  whom 
he  beheld.  "  They  are  our  brave  allies, 
"  they  are  the  gallant  Poles  V  he  ex- 
claimed 5 
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claimed  ;  and  Inftantly  plunging  his  fpurs 
into  his  courfer's  flanks,  he  advanced  at 
full  fpeed,  followed  by  the  band  of  Cof- 
facks,  towards  the  army.  As  he  drew 
nearer  he  beheld  the  flandard  and  recog- 
nifed  the  military  array  of  the  Poles.  The 
Coflacks  uttered  a  fliout  of  joy  and  gratula- 
tion.  The  army  halted  :  its  commander 
advanced  towards  Demetrius  :  it  was  the 
Count  Wiefnovitfki.  At  the  fame  moment 
the  friends  threw  themfelves  from  their 
horfes  and  ruflied  Into  each  other's  arms. 
The  aflfembled  warriors  exprelTed  their  fym- 
pathy  by  looks,  and  words,  and  geflures. 
Demetrius  quitted  his  friend  and  advanced 
towards  them, 

"  Brave  and  noble  Poles!"  he  faid, 
"  mod  powerful  is  the  gratitude  I  feel  for 
**  this  generous  and  unexpeded  aid — an  aid 
"  I  dared  not  even  implore,  accorded  to  me 
*'  in  this  my  hour  of  fhame  and  of  diftrefs. 
"  Ah,  may  it  be  my  fate  to  lead  you  to 
"  vidory  and  honour, — not  to  death  or  to 
"  difgrace!"  He  paufed  for  his  recollec- 
tions 
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tlons  were  too  painful  to  be  purfued  :  but 
the  tones  and  language  of  the  foldiers,  who 
exprefled  their  entire  reliance  on  his  guid- 
ance, and  their  ardour  in  his  caufe,  again  re- 
ftored  him  to  confidence  and  hope.  He  now 
prefented  the  Hetman  to  Count  Wicfnovitfki 
as  that  noble  friend,  whofe  valour  had  fe- 
cured  his  liberty,  and  whofe  cares  had  pre- 
ferved  his  life  :  and  Kofanka  felt,  from  the 
ardent  prelTure  of  the  Count's  hand,  that 
life  was  indeed  dear  to  his  friendly  heart. 
The  recollection  of  the  unfortunate  Ga- 
litzin  ipread  a  tranfitory  gloom  over  the 
countenance  of  the  Prince  ;  and  Count 
Wiefnovitfki  underllood  his  feelings  too  well 
to  encreafe  them  by  painful  and  ufelefs 
enquiries. 

The  army  now  purfued  their  route  to- 
wards Plefkow,  preceded  by  Demetrius, 
the  Hetman,  and  Wiefnovitflii,  of  whom  the 
Prince  was  now  enabled  to  make  the  moft 
minute  and  anxious  enquiries  refpeding 
Marina  and  the  Palatine :  the  Count  pre- 
fented him  a  packet  containing  letters  from 

them, 
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them,  which,  he  faid,  would  better  convey 
the  information  he  defired  than  he  could 
exprefs  it ;  and  fmiled  as  he  perceived  the 
encreafed  rapidity  with  which  the  Prince 
purfued  his  way  towards  Plelkow.  On 
their  arrival,  Demetrius,  requefting  the 
Hetman  and  Count  Wiefnovitiki  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  arrangements  for  the  difpofal  of 
the  troops,  devoted  fome  hours  to  the  pe- 
rufal  of  a  packet  fo  dear  to  him.  The 
letter  of  Marina  breathed  a  tone  of  the  ten- 
dered follcitude  for  his  prefent  health  and 
future  fafety.  She  dwelt  not  on  his  late 
defeat ;  an  intuitive  feeling  convinced  her 
the  fubjed:  mud  be  a  painful  one  :  but  the 
extreme  anxiety  flie  expreffed  for  the  future 
fuccefs  of  his  arms,  her  repeated  entreaties 
that  he  would  not  rafhly  expofe  that  life  in 
which  not  only  her  happinefs,  but  the  wel- 
fare of  a  nation,  depended,  evinced  how 
great  had  been  her  anxiety  and  fufFerings, 
and  how  powerful  were  now  her  appre- 
henfions. 

The 
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The  Palatine  fpoke  with  fome  indigna- 
tion of  the  indifference  which  Sigifmund  be- 
trayed for  the  fucccfs  of  Demetrius,  by  flill 
withholding  his  alTiftance :  he  informed 
him,  however,  that  the  Polifh  nobility  were 
deeply  interefled  in  his  caufe,  and  that 
the  fuccours  he  had  now  received  were 
but  the  harbingers  of  further  aid.  He 
urged  the  neceflity  of  his  prefenting  himfelf 
as  foon  as  polTible  at  the  head  of  an  army 
in  RufTia,  left  the  report  of  his  death,  which 
would  rapidly  fprcad  throughout  the  em- 
pire, fhould  induce  his  fubjedts  to  throw 
afide  their  unfheathed  fwords,  and  refign 
themfelves  with  hopelefs  defpondency  to  the 
dominion  of  the  tyrant.  The  advice  of  the 
Palatine 'accorded  with  the  wiihes  of  Deme- 
trius, who,  with  renovated  health,  felt  re- 
novated ardour. 

The  Prince  once  more  conduced  an  army 
of  Poles  to  the  frontiers  of  Ruflia,  once 
more  called  upon  his  fubjedls  to  flock  to  the 
ilandard  of  their  lawful  fovereign,  once 
more  all  ranks   caught  the  fpirit    of  en- 
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thufiafni  in  his  caufe,  once  more  the  ty- 
rant trembled  on  his  tottering  throne. 

The  fiery  Coffack  and  the  hardy  RufHan 
poured  from  all  quarters  to  join  the  army  of 
Demetrius,  which,  like  the  mountain  ava- 
lanche, encreafmg  both  in  fize  and  power 
during  its  progrefs,  fwept  forward  with 
rapid,  determined,  and  undeviating  pace 
towards  Mofcow. 

So  wonderful,  fo  rapid,  are  the  evolutions 
of  fortune,  that  he,  who  fo  lately  triumphed 
at  the  imagined  death  of  his  detefled  enemy, 
now  trembled  for  his  own  exiftence.  The 
greatefl  part  of  the  army  under  the  com- 
mand of  Prince  VafTili  had  fallen  vidlims  to 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  or  the  valour  of 
their  foes.  The  reft  had  been  withdrawn 
into  the  capital,  in  order  to  hold  in  awe  the 
feditious  multitude,  whofe  indignation  the 
report  of  the  Prince's  death  had  inflamed. 
They  were  now,  however,  commanded  to 
march  forth,  under  the  orders  of  Prince 
Vaflili,  to  meet  and  to  deftroy  an  army  of 
rebels,   led  on  by  a  defperate   and  defpi- 
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cable  impoflor.  Such  was  the  title  Boris 
beflowed  upon  Demetrius,  but  few  aflented 
to  its  truth :  even  thofe  who  fpoke  of  his 
intentions  with  the  greateft  contempt,  the 
Patriarch  and  Prince  Vaffili,  fecretly  believed 
in  the  juflice  of  thofe  claims,  which  their 
private  interefts  and  peculiar  views  induced 
them  publicly  to  deny. 

The  army  departed  from  Mofcow,  while 
the  tyrant  retired  within  the  walls  of  the 
Kremlin,  as  apprehenfive  of  his  domeflic 
enemies  as  of  his  foreign  foe.  Deme- 
trius, apprized  of  the  approach  of  an  army, 
with  an  intention  to  interrupt  him  before 
his  arrival  at  Mofcow,  determined  to  haften 
the  approach  of  a  moment  which  would,  in 
all  probability,  determine  the  fate  of  the 
empire.  He  advanced,  therefore,  with 
encreafed  rapidity  towards  the  capital. 
Prince  Vaflih  determined  to  await  his  arrival 
in  the  advantageous  pofition  he  then  occu- 
pied :  his  camp  was  prote£led  on  one  fide 
by  a  village,  on  the  other  by  a  wood,  and 
Iheltered  in  the   rear  by  immenfe   rocks, 

whofe 
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whofe  fummlts,  frowning  over  the  fcPTie, 
gave  it  an  air  of  grandeur  and  defian.  ..-''  -' 
Demetrius,  when  he  arrived  within  view 
of  the  enemy's  camp,  perceived  at  one 
glance  all  the  difad vantages  which  mud  at« 
tend  any  attempt  to  attack  it.  A  defeat 
would  now  expofe  him  to  deftruction ; 
victory  now  feemed  a  neceflity  ;  and  this  im- 
portant reflexion  determined  Demetrius  not 
to  hazard  it,  by  attacking  an  enemy  thus  ad- 
vantageoufly  fituated.  In  order,  however, 
to  draw  him  from  his  fhelter,  he  commanded 
fome  cannon  ta  be  difcharged  from  the 
heights  which  he  occupied,  without  ap- 
proaching nearer  the  camp,  in  hopes  that 
Prince  Vaffili  would  feek  that  fuccefs  which 
the  apparent  timidity  of  the  enemy  feemed 
to  promife  him.  But  the  Prince  was  al- 
ready too  well  apprifed  of  the  impetuous 
charadler — too  well  acquainted  with  the 
brilliant  courage  of  Demetrius,  not  to  hope 
that  his  ardour  would  conquer  his  pru- 
dence, and  made  not,  therefore,  any  at- 
tempt   to   abandon   his  prefent    fituation. 

So 
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So  much  circunifpeQion  irritated  Deme- 
trius, but  did  not  throw  him  off  his  guard. 
He  now  believed  that  the  only  method  of 
detaching  Prince  Vaflili  from  his  camp, 
would  be  to  make  a  retrogade  movement. 
He  iflued  his  orders  for  this  purpofe  to  his 
troops,  and,  for  the  firft  time,  beheld  him- 
felf  obeyed  with  relu£lance.  This  ma- 
noeuvre was  attended  with  the  confequences 
he  expeded.  When  Prince  Vaflili  per- 
ceived  his  intention  of  retreating,  he  com- 
manded his  cavalry  to  attack  his  rear.  De- 
metrius, enchanted  at  the  fuccefs  of  his 
fcheme,  rapidly  formed  his  army,  gave  the 
command  of  the  Poles  to  Count  Wiefno- 
vitfki,  the  Coffacks  to  the  Hetman,  and 
placed  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Ruf- 
fians. Swiftly  riding  through  their  different 
ranks,  he  addreiTed  a  few  words  of  dirediou 
and  exhortation  to  each,  and  thus  concluded 
his  addrefs: — "  It  is  not  merely  for  victory 
*^  that  you  are  about  to  contend  :  your  own 
*^  liberties,  your  nation's  honour,  and  your 
"  monarch's  life^  depend  upon  the  iifue  of 
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**  the  coming  combat :  to  me  it  will  prefent 
"  either  vidory  or  death  :  from  your 
*'  courage  I  expert  the  firfl :  difappoint 
"  not,  then,  the  .hope  your  ardour  has  in- 
«*  duced  me  to  cherifli/'  Shouts  of  ap- 
plaufe  and  aflent  arofe  from  the  various, 
yet  combined,  hofls.  "  Demetrius  and 
"  vidory !  Demetrius  and  vidory  !'*  re- 
founded  along  their  lines,  and  reached  thofe 
of  the  enemy.  Suddenly  a  correfponding 
fhout  arofe  from  among  them,  and  tumult 
and  confulion  appeared  throughout  their 
ranks.  "  Demetrius  is  the  Czar  of  Ruffia  ! 
"  Demetrius  is  the  heir  of  the  empire  !** 
refounded  on  every  fide ;  and  the  Prince 
beheld  an  immenfe  column  of  cavalry, 
which  formed  the  right  wing  of  Prince 
Vaflili's  army,  quit  their  prefent  pofition, 
and,  wheeling  round  the  bafe  of  the  emi- 
nence near  which  they  were  flationed,  ap- 
proach with  inconceivable  rapidity  towards 
Demetrius,  The  commander  then  advar^c- 
ing,  flung  himfelf  from  his  horfe,  bent  one 
knee  to  the  ground,    and   requefted    the 

com- 


(       =2       ) 

commands  of  his  fovereign  for  himfclf  and 
his   troops,    who    were  prepared  to    obey 
the  orders  of  one  they  acknowledged  as  the 
only  true  Czar.     This  movement  was  exe- 
cuted with  fuch  rapidity,  the  whole  fcene 
appeared  fo  inflantaneous,  that  the  troops 
of  Prince  Vaflili,  ilupificd  at  the  view  of  a 
defertion   fo  fudden,  fo  unexpected,  made 
no  attempt  either  to  prevent  or  to  purfue 
their   flight.      Prince   VafTili,    enraged    at 
the  fcene  before  him,  commanded  an  inflant 
charge  to  be  made  on  the  enemy,  and  his 
forces  recovering  from    their   momentary 
panic,  rufhed  onward  to   thofe  of  Deme- 
trius :  the  Coflacks  received  them  with  their 
fixed  and  projecting  lances :  they  were  re- 
pulfed,  but#rallied  by  Prince  Vaflili,    and 
again  brought  on  to  the  charge.     The  Cof- 
facks  for  a  moment  feemed  to  fhrink  from 
their  uplifted  fabres.  Demetrius  haftenedwith 
the  Ruflians  to  their  afliftance,   but   frefh 
fquadrons  bore  down  upon  this  fpot^  where 
all  the  tumult  of  the  battle  feemed  to  rage. 
A  fudden  terror  feized  the  troops  of  Deme- 
trius : 
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trlus  :  they  retreated ;  but  the  Prince  pre- 
ferved  order  aniongfl  them,  and  withdrew 
them  to  the  eminence  they  had  at  firfl:  pof- 
feffed.  Prince  Vaflili,  now  deeming  him- 
felf  fecure  of  vidory,  ordered  his  whole 
force  to  abandon  the  camp,  and  haften  to 
the  combat :  meantime  he  awaited  their 
arrival  at  the  bafe  of  the  hill,  and  a  fhort 
interval  of  filence  and  repofe  fucceeded  the 
ardour  and  courage  of  the  firfl  onfet. 

Demetrius  availed  himfelf  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  place  his  troops  in  more  advan- 
tageous difpofitions,  and  to  deliver  fome 
inftrudlions  to  thofe  who  had  fo  lately 
joined  him.  The  Prince  determined  to 
rufli  from  the  eminence  he  now  poflelTed 
upon  the  enemy  below,  who  were  difco- 
vered  ifluing  in  immenfe  force  from  the 
camp  to  join  Prince  Vaflili,  who  was  en- 
gaged with  his  manoeuvres  on  the  plain, 
Demetrius  again  addreffed  a  Ihort  fpeech  to 
his  foldiers,  not  of  reproach,  but  of  encou- 
ragement :  his  eloquence,  his  brilliant  and 
animated  countenance,  the  ardour  of  his 
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geflures,  the  confidence  of  his  manner,  re- 
animated all  their  wonted  enterprife,  and 
they  poured  down  with  irrefiftible  fury  upon 
the   oppofing    army,    which   waited    their 
approach    with    undaunted    afped.      The 
troops  on  either  fide  renewed  and  continued 
the   combat   with   a   degree    of    defperate 
valour,  which  feemed   to  render   its  ifTue 
uncertain.     During  the  heat  of  the  adion, 
the  Prince's  unguarded  courage  expofed  him 
to   the   attack  of  a  foldier,  whofe   fword 
threatened  him  with  inftant  de{lrudion,when 
Kofanka  intercepted  the  blow,  and  received 
the  point  of  the  weapon  in  his  arm.    Deme- 
trius fcarcely  perceived  the  danger  before  he 
faw  himfelf  delivered  from  it  5  and  the  fol- 
dier was  inflantly  felled  to  the  ground  by 
the  fabres  of  his  troops.     His  gratitude  to 
the  Hetman  was  bnly  conveyed  by  an  ex- 
preflive  glance,  for  at  this  moment  Prince 
VafTiii  broke   through    the   CoiTacks,    by 
whom  he  was  furrounded,  and  rufhed  to- 
wards Demetrius,  refolved  to  determine  the 
fate  of  the  day^  by  engaging  him  in  fmgle 
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combat.  The  Prince  perceived  his  Inten- 
tion, and,  although  he  had  received  a  flight 
wound  in  his  left  fhoulder,  eagerly  advanced 
to  the  encounter.  The  troops  on  either'' 
fide  fufpended  the  fight,  and  gazed  with 
fpeechlefs  anxiety  on  their  refpedlive  chiefs, 
whofe  determined  afpeds,  whofe  fiery  coun- 
tenances, whofe  rapid,  yet  fkilful,  move- 
ments, feemed  to  forebode  a  fatal  termina- 
tion to  the  conflidl. 

The  heavy  fabre  of  Prince  Vaflili  (hivered 
the  helmet  of  Demetrius,  which  fell  in  glit- 
tering fragments  on  the  ground,  while  the 
blood  poured  from  the  wound  over  his 
fhining  ringlets.  A  cry  of  terror  proceeded 
from  his  troops,  and  they  were  rufhing  for- 
ward to  feparate  the  combatants,  when  De- 
metrius, prelTing  flill  clofer  to  the  Prince, 
plunged  his  fabre  in  his  fide:  a  deadly 
palenefs  overfpread  his  countenance  ;  he 
clofed  his  eyes,  and  funk  to  the  ground, 
without  uttering  a  fingle  groan.  A  fhout 
of  triumph  arofe  from  the  troops  of  Deme- 
trius ;  thofe  of  the  enemy  fled  in  confufion: 
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the  Prince  purfued  them ;  they  rufhed 
tumultuoufly  towards  their  camp.  At  this 
moment  Count  Wiefnovitfki,  who  had  been 
engaged  with  another  detachment  of  the 
enemy's  army,  and  had  fought  with  the 
fame  fuccefs,  was  purfuing  the  fugitives  in 
the  fame  diredion,  when  he  encountered 
Demetrius,  whofe  difcoloured  and  difhe- 
velled  hair,  whofe  eye,  beaming  with  the 
fire  of  the  hero,  whofe  blood-ftained  and 
uph'fted  fabre  gave  him  the  afped  of  Mars 
triumphing  amidfl:  the  battle's  tumult ; 
valour  nerving  his  arm,  and  viftory  ihining 
^n  his  brow.  "  The  day  is  our  own !" 
exclaimed  Count  "Wiefnoviifk,  "  Prince 
<«  Vaffili  is  llain  !"  replied  Demetrius  ;  and 
their  extended  hands  were  mutually  grafped 
in  mutual  congratulation. 

The  cry  of  "  Quarter!  quarter!"  now 
refounded  on  every  fide. 

"  Spare  the  vanquifhed  foe  !  fheathe  the 
*'  ufelefs  fabre!"  faid  Demetrius  to  his 
troops,  who  were  ft  ill  dealing  deftradtion 
around*     His  commauds  were  obeyed  ;  the 
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conquerors  ceafed  from  the  carnage;  the 
conquered  threw  their  weapons  on  the 
ground.  Once  more  Demetrius  felt  the 
joy  of  vidory,  and  felt  it  unalloyed.  Struck 
with  the  fenfe  of  its  importance,  his  heart 
dilated  with  gratitude  to  him  who  had  be- 
ftowed  it.  ''  Thanks  be  to  God  !"  he  ex- 
claimed,  "  the  conqueft  is  complete;  the 
"  empire  is  our  own."  He  bent  his  knee 
to  the  ground,  and  an  expreffion  of  the 
moft  glowing  and  heart-felt  devotion  fof- 
tened  while  it  illumined  the  hero's  coun- 
tenance, as  he  raifed  his  hands  and  heart 
towards  the  God  of  battles.  The  whole 
army,  infpired  by  his  piety,  followed  his 
example.  A  filence,  folemn  and  univerfal, 
prevailed.  Every  heart  beat  in  unifon;  every 
eye  was  raifed  towards  Heaven. 

To  thefe  elevated  feelings,  this  facred 
duty,  fucceeded  the  eager  tone  of  joy,  the 
warm  grafp  of  gratulation,  the  anxious 
glance  of  enquiry.  More  painful  were 
their  emotions,  when  amidft  the  bleeding 
heaps,  which  lay  fcattered  over  the  plain, 
c  2  all 
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all  recognifed  their  comrades,  many,  their 
friends,  and  fome,  their  kindred.  Deme- 
trius, while  engaged  in  the  duties  of  huma- 
nity, feparating  the  dead  from  the  wounded 
and  the  dying,  difcovered  Prince  VafTiii ; 
and  finding  that  he  yet  breathed,  raifed 
him  from  the  ground,  and  commanded 
fome  foldiers  to  bear  him  to  his  tent,  and 
beftow  on  him  every  attention  his  (late  re- 
quired :  thefe  attentions  fucceeded  :  and 
Demetrius,  after  beholding  him  reflored  to 
recolledion,  quitted  him,  to  return  to  the 
field  of  battle :  on  re-entering  it,  he  per- 
ceived a  courier  galloping  acrofs  the  plain  ; 
his  courfer  panting  with  toil  and  heat,  his 
garb  covered  with  duft,  his  eager  geftures, 
his  enquiring  glances,  proclaimed  him  the 
bearer  of  important  tidings.  Demetrius 
advanced  towards  him.  The  courier,  pauf- 
ing,  exclaimed,  "  Condud:  me  to  Deme- 
*'  trius,  the  Czar  of  Ruffia,  the  only  law- 
*'  ful  ruler  over  the  empire." 

"  It  is  himfelf  whom  you  addrefs," 
replied  the  Prince.  "  What  are  the  tidings 
«  that  you  bear?" 

The 


(     29     ) 

The  courier  threw  himfelf  from  his  horfe, 
and  bent  one  knee  to  the  ground,  while  he 
delivered    a    packet    to   Demetrius.      He 
haftily  unclofed  it,  and  his  cheek  flufhed 
with  furprife,    and  his   eye   fparkled  with 
triumph,   as   he   perufed  its   contents.     It 
was    a  document  figned   by  the   principal 
nobility  of  Mofcow,  flating,  that  the  tyrant 
Boris,  long  agitated  by  fear,  by  remorfe, 
fufpicious  of  all  who  approached  him,  at 
length  driven    to  defpair  by  the  open  re- 
volt of  his  fubjeds,  and  the  fuccefles  of 
Demetrius,  had  fwallowed  poifon,  and  ex- 
pired in  the  prefence  of  the  Danifh  and 
Swedifii  ambafladors,  to  whom  he  was  giv- 
ing audience.     Immediately  on  his  deceafe, 
the   Patriarch   had    declared   Feodor,    the 
tyrant's  fon,  heir  to  his  throne ;  but  being 
deferted  by  all  the  nobility  of  Mofcow,  h^ 
had  been  obliged  to  renounce   his  newly 
acquired  dignity,  and  retired  from  the  Krem- 
lin to  the  habitation  of  his  only  remaining 
parent.      The  Patriarch  now  declared  him- 
felf in  favour  of  Demetrius,  and  the  nobles 
c  3  of 
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€f  Mofcovv  unanimoufly  requefled  his  pre- 
fence  in  the  capital,  when  all  the  empire 
would  own  his  dominion,  and  the  throne 
of  his  anceftors  receive  him  as  its  fove- 
reign.  The  Prince  communicated  the  in- 
telligence contained  in  this  document  to 
thofe  around  him  ;  it  was  rapidly  circulated 
throughout  the  fcattered  legions  ;  and  all 
was  tumult,  tranfport,  and  confufion. 

The  Hetman  of  the  CofTacks  and  Count 
Wiefnovhfld  approached  :  Demetrius  alter- 
nately embraced  them,  with  an  emotion 
which  the  elevation  of  his  foul  and  the  in- 
terefl  of  the  moment  rendered  at  once 
tender  and  ardent. 

Mofcow  was  within  a  few  verfts  of  the 
field  of  battle  ;  and  on  the  morrow  Deme- 
trius purpofed  to  make  his  firft  entrance  into 
the  capital  of  his.  empire. 
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CHAP.  XII, 


"  Before  his  footfteps  bow 
'*  The  multitude  exulting.     On  he  treads 
*•  Rever'd  and  honour'd  :   their  enraptur'd  fight 
"  Purfues  his  graceful  ftatuie,  and  their  tongues 
*'  Extol  and  hail  him  as  their  guardian  god," 

GloverV  Leonidas. 


'^PHE  fun  was  yet  low  in  the  horizon ;  the 
morning  mills  were  yet  undifperfed ; 
the  birds  were  yet  chaunting  their  matins, 
when  Demetrius,  at  the  head  of  his  troops, 
crofled  the  plain  of  Lagra,  and  beheld  in 
the  diftance  the  city  of  Mofcow. 

Numerous  and  flender  fpires  glittering 
with  gold,  burnifhed  domes,  lofty  turrets, 
and  painted  palaces,  fhone  with  a  radiant 
confufion  that  repelled  the  dazzled  eye^ 
and  compelled  it  to  turn  for  relief  to- 
wards the  lovely  fcenery  by  which  they 
were  furrounded.  The  gay  bloffoms  of 
the  gardens,  the  foft  verdure  of  the  groves, 
c  4  the 
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the  bright  turf  of  the  lawns,  were  refleded 
in  the  waters  of  the  Mofca,  which,  after 
winding  through  the  city,  gently  flowed  on- 
wards among  the  furrounding  country.  All 
the  charms  of  a  RuiTian  fpring,  heightened 
by  the  fuddennefs  and  force  of  its  contrail 
with  the  feverity  of  a  Ruffian  winter,  now 
fafcinated  the  fenfes,  and  gladdened  the 
heart  of  man.  The  clear  ferene  fky,  the 
foft  elaftic  breeze,  the  frelhnefs  of  morn, 
and  the  fragrance  of  fpring,  breathed  into 
the  foul  that  buoyant  hilarity  of  fpirit  fo 
often  felt  during  the  early  hour  of  the 
morn  and  the  primeval  feafon  of  the 
year. 

The  fplendid  and  warlike  cavalcade, 
which  covered  the  plain,  increafed,  while  it 
participated  in,  the  gaiety  of  the  fcene.  The 
dignified  and  martial  Coflacks,  with  their 
towering  helmets  and  glittering  garbs, 
curbing  their  neighing  deeds ;  the  more 
llender  and  more  agile  huflars  of  Poland, 
with  their  purple  plumes  and  golden  mails, 
compelling  their  courfers  to  obey  the  rein, 
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as  they  bounded  forward  to  the  city  ;  the 
firm  and  graver  Ruffians,  whofe  fimpllcity 
of  coftume  gave  to  each  man  the  full  cha- 
radler  of  his  figure  and  mien,  combining  an 
expreffion  of  manly  and  warlike  dignity. 
From  this  numerous  and  fplendid  train  the 
eye  of  Demetrius  glanced  towards  the  im- 
perial city ;  and  a  glow  of  hope,  of  pride, 
of  exultation,  pervaded  his  foul,  as  he  felt 
that  he  was  the  lord  of  the  fcene,  the  fove- 
reign  of  the  empire. 

As  they  drew  yet  nearer  to  the  domes 
and  towers  of  Mofcow,  a  thoufand  bells 
rung  from  the  fteeples,  and  thoufands  and 
ten  thoufands  of  voices  exclaimed  with  one 
accord,  "  Long  live  the  Czar  Demetrius ! 
"  Long  live  the  Sovereign  of  the  empire  1*' 
"  Long  live  the  Czar  Demetrius !"  was  re- 
echoed by  the  troops  who  accompanied  him; 
and  every  heart  wijhed^  what  every  lip  ex- 
freffed,  "  Long  life  to  the  youthful  Mo- 
"  narch !  Long  life  to  Demetrius  of 
«  Ruffia!" 

c  s  Not 
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Not  now,  as  on  his  entrance  into  Novogo- 
rodjdid  he  behold  deferted  ftreets  and  vacant 
habitations.  The  balconies  were  crowded 
with  fpe£lators  ;  the  tones  of  feftivity  re- 
founded  through  the  (Ireets  ;  the  fhout  of 
joy  afcended ;  hope,  curiofity,  eagernefs, 
beamed  on  every  countenance  ;  all  anxioufly 
prefled  forward  to  behold  the  blooming 
hero,  to  welcome  and  to  gratulate  their  law- 
ful fovereign ;  all  gazed  with  mingled  ad- 
miration and  refped  upon  his  graceful,  yet 
commanding,  figure,  his  brow  impreffed 
with  majefly,  his  eagle  eye  which  flafhed 
a  radiance  that  almoft  forbad  the  gaze  of 
man,  while  his  fmile,  fweet,  fafcinating, 
refiftlefs,  as  powerfully  attradled  it. 

The  Patriarch  of  the  empire,  in  the 
fplendid  habit  of  his  order,  accompanied 
by  all  the  nobility  of  Mofcow,  advanced  in 
proceflion  to  meet  Demetrius,  and  conduct 
him  to  the  palace  of  the  Czars. 

The  throne,  fo  lately  occupied  by  the 
guilty  Boris,  now  received  the  noble-minded 
Demetrius.      Before  he  afcended  it,    the 
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Patriarch  pronounced  his  ble(rmg,and  poured 
the  oil  of  confecration  on  his  head.  Again 
the  (hout  of  "  Long  live  the  Czar  Deme- 
"  trius!"  was  repeated  through  the  palace ; 
again  it  was  re-echoed  through  the  city. 
Demetrius  waved^  his  hand  to  command 
filence — and  filence  prevailed. 

"  Friends,  fubjeds,  and  fellow-foldiers !" 
he  began,  ''  this  day,  which  beholds  me 
"  feated  on  the  throne  of  my  anceflors, 
"  beholds  my  future  life  pledged  for  your 
"  happinefs  and  welfare.  I  feel  the  awful 
"  duties  that  await  me  ;  but  with  the  duties 
"  are  combined  the  powers  (whatever 
*'  powers  the  proudefl:  foul  could  wifh)  to 
"  execute  that  good  the  warmefl  heart  might 

"  didate .'*    He  paufed,  for  a  fudden 

murmur  arofe  from  among  the  affembled 
nobles.  They  gave  way  on  either  fide, 
and  through  the  intervening  fpace  ruftied 
a  youthful  female,  who  proflrated  her- 
felf  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  Deme- 
trius gazed  on  her  with  fpeechlefs  aflonifh- 
ment :  her  ringlets  ftreaming  over  her  llender 
c  6  and 
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Sind  graceful  figure,  her  eyes  fufFufed  with 
tears,  her  clafped  hands,  her  imploring 
attitude,  her  brilliant  beauty,  excited  at 
once  compaflion,  furprife,  and  admiration. 
He  defcended  from  the  throne,  and  raifing 
her  from  the  ground,  enquired  her  name, 
and  the  occafion  of  her  grief.  She  turned 
afide  her  head  and  wept  with  increafing 
violence. 

"  The  Princefs  Irene !'  *  faid  the  Patriarch, 
advancing  towards  her. 

"  The  Princefs  Irene  ?"  repeated  Deme- 
trius, in  a  tone  of  enquiry. 

"  The  daughter  of  the  late  Czar,"  was 
the  reply  of  the  Patriarch. 

Demetrius  involuntarily  quitted  her  hand, 
which  had  been  detained  in  his.  Irene 
underdood  the  adlion,  and  caft  on  him  a 
glance  of  fuch  exprefrive,yet  timid, reproach, 
that  his  feelings  foftened  towards  her  ;  and 
in  an  accent  gentle  and  impreflive,  he  affured 
her  of  protection  and  fecurity,  not  only  for 
herfelf,  but  her  friends  and  kindred.  Again 
(he  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  and  her  gra- 
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tude   was  expreffed  with  as  much  energy 
as  had  been  her  terror  and  fupplication. 

Demetrius,  anxious  to  conclude  this 
fcene,  requefted  fome  of  the  nobles,  who 
furrounded  him,  to  reconduct  her  in  fafety 
to  her  dwelling  ;  and  aflured  her  (he  might 
withdraw  in  the  firmell  reliance  on  his 
promife  of  proteclion.  It  was  with  apparent 
reludance  that  fhe  complied  with  the 
requeft ;  but  the  air  of  decifion,  though 
now  tempered  by  fweetnefs,  which  De- 
metrius invariably  poflefTed,  convinced  Irene 
fhe  had  nothing  more  to  hope  from  a  longer 
continuance.  She  quitted  the  palace,  at- 
tended by  the  appointed  nobles.  Demetrius 
renewed  his  addrefs  to  the  aflembly ;  and 
the  fubfequent  events  of  the  day  nearly  ob- 
literated the  circumfiance  from  his  memory. 

The  feelings  of  Demetrius  on  the  clofe 
of  that  day,  which  had  beheld  him  feated 
on  the  throne  of  Rufiia,  acknowledged  as 
the  fovereign  of  the  largefl  empire  in 
Europe,  were  varied  and  tumultuous ;  yet 
the  proud  glow  of  gratified  ambition,  the 

warm 
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warm  throb  of  anticipated  blifs,  gradually 
yielded  to  the  fofter  emotions  of  filial  affec- 
tion ;  and  the  fweet  convidion  that  the 
moment  was  approaching  when  he  fhould 
releafe  his  beloved  parent  from  her  dreary 
prifon,  and  be  enabled  to  repay,  by  the 
mofl  devoted  duty  and  afFedion,  thofe  fuf, 
ferings  which  (he  had  for  him  endured, 
diffufed  over  his  heart  that  tender  enthu- 
fiafm  of  feeling  which  polTeffes  all  the  blifs 
of  rapture  without  its  tumults. 

The  convent  of  St.  Ifmailo  was  fituated 
at  fome  diflance  from  Mofcow  ;  and  Deme- 
trius, prevented  by  the  necefTity  of  his 
prefence  in  the  capital,  from  going  in  per* 
fon  to  greet  and  to  releafe  his  mother,  dif- 
patched  for  this  purpofe  an  embaffy,  com- 
pofed  of  the  principal  nobility  of  the  em- 
pire. Having,  however,  given  audience  to 
the  ambaffadors  from  the  different  pro- 
vinces, publifhed  a  manifcfto  to  his  fubjedts, 
with  unlimited  offers  of  pardon  and  protec- 
tion, and  difpatched  other  affairs  of  ftate, 
as     the    day     drew    towards     its     clofe, 

judging 
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judging  that  the  Czarina's  carnage  muft  be 
■within  a  few  vcrfts  of  the  capital,  the  Czar, 
accompanied  by  Counts  Wiefnovitfki,  Ko- 
fanka,  and  followed  by  feveral  Boyards, 
and  an  immenfe  and  continually  augmenting 
throng,  quitted  the  city,  and  advanced  to- 
wards the  wood  of  Smerdu,  through  which 
the  Czarina  was  expeded  to  pafs. 

As  Demetrius  entered  it,  the  fun  was 
fmking  behind  a  chain  of  diflant  moun- 
tains, and  tinted  the  feathery  verdure 
and  ilender  trunks  of  the  larch  and  afpea 
with  its  purple  radiance  ;  while  the  Mofcajr 
like  a  ftream  of  liquid  gold,  flowed  in 
graceful  windings  through  the  furrounding 
country.  The  feelings  of  Demetrius  were 
bright  and  ardent  as  the  fcene  before  him  ; 
but  yet  more  bright  was  the  glow  of  his 
cheek,  more  ardent  the  glance  of  his  eye, 
as  through  the  fcattered  trees  he  beheld  the 
Czarina's  carriage,  furrounded  by  horfe- 
men,  rapidly  approaching.  The  cavalcade 
paufed  on  perceiving  the  Czar  :  he  threw 
himfelf  from  his  horfe,  and  rufhed  towards 
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the  carriage;  the  door  was  flung  open,  and 
the  Czarina  overpowered  by  various  emo- 
tions, funk  half  fainting  into  the  arms  of 
her  fon. 

"  My  mother,  my  beloved  mother  !'*  he 
pafTionately  and  tenderly  exclaimed,  as  he 
prefled  her  to  his  bread. 

"  My  fon,  my  long-loft  fon  !*'  fhe  faintly 
uttered,  as  (he  leaned  for  fupport  upon  his 
fhoulder,  and  wept  with  uncontroulable  emo- 
tion. The  eyes  of  Demetrius  were  alfo 
fufFufed  with  tears,  as  the  overpowering 
remembrance  of  long-treafured  affedion 
ruftied  upon  his  mind ;  and  he  beheld  the 
reveries  of  his  infancy,  the  day-dreams  of 
his  youth,  and  the  hope  of  his  manhood, 
thus  fondly,  thus  completely  realifed.  No 
fhout  of  gratulation  arofe  ;  no  found  of  joy 
proceeded  from  the  furrounding  fpedators 
to  interrupt  the  foft,  yet  folemn,  ftillnefs ; 
but  their  tearful  eyes,  their  expreflive 
glances,  betrayed  more  ftrong,  though 
filent,  fympathy,  as  they  gazed  upon  the 
manly  form  and  blooming  countenance  of 
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the  fon,  and  the  pallid  cheek  and  attenua- 
ted figure  of  the  parent. 

When  the  firfl  tumult  of  emotion  had  in 
fome  meafure  fubfided,  Demetrius  refeated 
the  Czarina  in  her  carriage,  and,  placing 
liimfelf  befide  her,  commanded  the  procef- 
fion  to  advance  towards  Mofcow.  Each 
was  now  enabled  to  contemplate  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  other.  In  the  graceful  form, 
the  noble  features,  the  tender  expreffion 
which  beamed  from  the  eye  of  Demetrius, 
as  he  gazed  on  her,  the  Czarina  feemed  to 
recognize  her  beloved  Ivan  :  in  the  deep, 
but  almofl:  penfiye  tones,  with  which  he  re- 
plied to  her,  fhe  feemed  to  hear  her  h' 
mented  Feodor.  All  thofe  fweet  and  varied 
emotions  which  attend  on  kindred  love,  fo 
long  and  fo  cruelly  fupprefTed,  were  re- 
awakened in  her  breaft.  With  maternal 
tendernefs  fhe  gazed  on  the  form  of  the 
fon  ;  with  maternal  triumph  fhe  recalled 
the  deeds  of  the  hero  ;  with  maternal  confi- 
dence (he  anticipated  the  fplendour  of  the 

monarch. 
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monarch.     More  fubdued  and  lefs  pleafura- 
ble  were  the  emotions  with  which  Deme- 
trius dwelt  on  the  countenance  of  his  mo- 
ther :  her  hollow  cheek,  though  now  faintlj 
flufhed  with  the  tranfient  glow  of  hope  ;  her 
funken  eye,  though  now  beaming  with  the 
fire  of  joy  and  pride,  conveyed  a  pang  to 
the  heart  of  her  fon,  as  he  thought  how  dif- 
ferent had  been  the  image  he  had  pictured 
from  the  objed  he  beheld,    "  My  mother  1" 
he  faid,  in  a  tone  exprelTive  of  the  deepeft 
commiferation,  "  my  mother  !  and  is  it  for 
*'  me  that  you  have  thus  fufFered  ?"  "  Suf- 
*'  fered !"  repeated  the  Czarina,  in  a  tone 
which  feemed  to  imply  all  fuffering  was  ba- 
niflied   from    her  remembrance,    "  can   I 
"  think   of  fufFering   when   I   behold  my 
"  fon, — when  that  beloved  fon  addrefles  m« 
"  by   the   title  of  mother  ?**      Demetrius 
again  clafped  her  to  his  heart,  in  filent,  but 
exprellive,  gratitude.    In  briefly  recapitulat- 
ing the  principal  events  of  his  paft  life,  the 
death  of  the  faithful  Galitzin  was  mentioned 

by 
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by  him,  and  heard  by  -her  with  that  deep  re- 
gret fiich  a  lofs  was  calculated  to  excite  in 
grateful  and  fenfible  hearts. 

V/hen  they  reached  Mofcow,  and  de- 
fcended  from  the  carriage  at  the  Imperial 
palace,  a  fudden  riilli  of  painful  recollec- 
tions poured  upon  the  Czarina's  heart.  It 
had  once  been  the  fcene  of  love  and  of  tri- 
umph ;  it  had  alfo  been  the  fcene  of  death  and 
of  defpair,— of  defpair  which  had  bordered 
upon  madnefs.  The  torturing  emotions 
which  at  one  dreadful  period  when  (he 
had  beheld  Feodor  expi-ring,  had  poflefled 
her  foul,  feemed  again  to  occupy  it :  hor- 
ror of  the  pad  infpired  dread  of  the  future. 
"  Oh,  go^not^ihere,  my  fon,"  fhe  wildly  ex- 
claimed, "  go  not  to  the  haunts  of  mur- 
der I"  "  My  beloved  mother  !'*  replied  the 
Czar,  "  calm  this  frightful  agitation  ;  when 
'^  there  are  no  murderers,  we  need  not  ap- 
"  prehend  murder.*' 

"No  murderer F*  fhe  repeated, calling  a  ra- 
pid and  fhuddering  glance  around  the  aflem- 
bied  nobles.     Her  eyes  refted  on  the  coun- 
tenance 
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tenance  of  Prince  VafTili,  who  was  recover- 
ing from  the  e{Fe«5ls  of  his  wound,  and 
having  received  a  generous  and  uncondi- 
tional pardon  from  Demetrius,  had  pre- 
fenled  himfelf,  among  the  other  nobles  of 
Mofcows  at  the  entrance  of  the  palace,  to 
welcome  the  arrival  of  the  Czarina.  His 
pallid  cheeks,  contrafled  with  his  dark 
brow,  gave  to  his  countenance  an  expref- 
fion  of  gloom  and  ferocity  which  almoft  juf- 
tified  the  imprcffions  it  made  on  the  Czarina^ 
who,  remembering  in  his  perfon  the  friend 
and  minifter  of  the  guilty  Boris,  overcome 
by  the  recolleQions  thus  awakened  in  her 
mind,  fainted  in  the  arms  of  her  fon,  who 
inftantly  conveyed  her  to  the  palace,  and  by 
the  mod  alliduous  attentions  at  length  re- 
called her  to  recolledion.  Flattering  him- 
felf that  a  night's  repofe  would  reflore  her  to 
compofure,  and  diflipate  the  vain  alarms 
which  poffeffed  her  imagination,  he  prevailed 
on  her  to  retire  to  reft,  and  bade  her  adieu 
with  flrangely  mingled  emotions  of  pity,  chaf- 
tened    by  refpcd ;    of   love,    foftened   by 
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compaflion ;  of  pleafure,  tempered  by  re- 
gret. 

On  the  following  and  the  fucceeding 
days  the  Czarina  evidently  attempted  to 
fubdue  and  conceal  thofe  painful  emotions 
(lie  in  vain  endeavoured  to  extingulfii.  The 
firft  glow  of  delight  fhe  had  experienced  on 
being  reftored  to  her  fon,  like  the  blaze  of 
expiring  embers,  was  tranfient  as  vivid,  and 
gave  way  to  a  deep  and  oppreffive  melan- 
choly. Each  objed  recalled  to  her  mind 
the  memory  of  the  murdered  Feodor  ;  and 
the  view  of  Demetrius,  moving  amidft  the 
fame  fcenes,  elevated  to  the  fame  rank,  and 
performing  the  fame  duties,  inftead  of  being 
productive  of  the  happinefs  flie  had  anti- 
cipated, filled  her  with  an  apprehenfion 
painful  to  him  and  unaccountable  even  to 
herfelf,  that  his  too  would  be  the  fame 
fate. 

Amongfl  the  various  changes  to  which 
the  human  heart  is  liable,  amidfi:  the  various 
difappointments  to  which  mortality  is  ex- 
pofed,  none  is  felt  fo  keenly  by  ourfelves, 
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none  is  regarded  with  fo  much  furprize  by 
others,  as  that  incapacity  of  receiving  plea* 
fure,  which  is  too  often  experienced  by 
thofe  who  have  been  long  enured  to  pain* 
The  wintry  landfcapp  may  revive  beneath 
returning  fpring ;  but  no  fecond  fpring 
awaits  the  withered  heart  :  on  its  blighted 
bloflbms  the  dews  of  fympathy,  the  glance 
ofafFedion,  fall -in  vain.  As  eafy  were  it 
to  renew  the  blooming  graces  as  the  early 
feelings  of  unclouded  youth ;  thofe  warm 
and  funny  feelings  which,  like  the  beams  of 
Heaven,  flied  their  own  glowing  colouring 
over  every  furrounding  object  ;  but  when 
thefe  beams  are  quenched,  when  thefe  feel^ 
ings  are  fled  ;  though  the  fcenes  may  remain 
the  fame,  the  light  which  adorned  them  with 
life,  and  fplendour,  and  gaiety,  is  for  ever 
extinguiflied.  Reafon  may  tell  us,  the  blef- 
fings  we  once  fo  eagerly  coveted  are  our 
own,  the  hope  whofe  attainment  feemed  to 
promife  a  certainty  of  blifs  is  fuliilled  ;  but 
the  heart  replies,  Yes  !  the  bleffings  are 
conferred,  the  hope  is  attained,  but  the  fpi- 

rit 


(    47     ) 

rit  of  enjoyment  is  paft.  This  ftate  of  mind 
is  the  more  to  be  deprecated,  becaufe  it  is 
regarded  with  cenfure,  and  not  with  com- 
paffion.  The  generality  of  mankind  can 
fympathize  with  prefent  misfortunes,  with 
adlual  calamities ;  but  few,  very  few,  ex- 
tend even  indulgence  to  that  fixed,  yet  fet- 
tled gloom,  which  opprefles  a  heart,  whofe 
elaftic  fpring,  formerly  refponfive  to  the 
touch  of  mirth  and  gaiety,  has  been  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  long  and  habitual  preflure  of 
misfortune.  The  human  mind  is  ever  prone  to 
cenfure  what  it  cannot  underftand ;  and  thofe 
are  condemned,  as  yieldiitg  to  the  fullennefsof 
defpair,or  the  repiningsof  difcontent,when  in 
fad  they  are  bending  beneath  the  vifitation  of 
Heaven.  All  this  was  experienced  by  the  Cza- 
rina, and  experienced  with  additional  poig- 
nancy from  the  conviction  that  Demetrius  be- 
held it  with  regret.  In  vain  fhe  ftruggled  to 
command  her  feelings,  in  vain  fhe  fought  to 
drefs  her  face  in  fmiles,  when  heavinefs  dwelt 
at  her  heart;  in  vain  fhe  incefiantly  recalled  her 
prefent  blefTmgs  to  her  remembrance.   Alas ! 
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when  It  becomes  neceflary  for  others  or 
ourfelves  to  remind  us  of  our  bleflings,  they 
have  long  ceafed  to  be  fuch.  But  vain,  for  ever 
vain  in  fuch  a  contefl,  is  the  voice  of  reafon  ! 
it  may  teach  us  to  endure,  but  cannot  com- 
pel us  to  enjoy  ;  it  may  induce  refignation, 
but  cannot  enforce  happinefs. — When  the 
chords  of  the  harp  are  unflrung,  the  hand 
of  the  mafler  is  exercifed  in  vain  :  found 
it  may  indeed  produce,  but  cannot  com- 
mand harmony. 

The  contrafl  which  the  fplendour  and  tu- 
mult of  the  palace  prefented  to  the  flillnefs 
and  folitude  of  her  cell,  irritated,  rather  than 
gratified  the  feelings  of  the  Czarina :  and 
the  refpecl  paid,  the  flatteries  addreiTed  to 
her  by  the  courtiers,  no  longer,  as  for- 
merly, gratified  her  pride,  or  commanded 
her  belief.  She  had  feen  the  fludluations  of 
their  condud  during  the  reigns  of  Ivan  and 
Feodor  ;  fiie  had  heard  of  the  fervile  re- 
gards they  had  paid  to  Boris ;  and  fhe  had 
felt  the  neglect  with  which  they  had  al- 
lowed her  to  pine  in  imprifonment.  Pier 
2  foul 
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foul  fickened  amidft  thefe  fcenes  of  flattery 
and  difTimulation,  and  fhe  requefled  her 
fon's  permiffion  to  retire  froma  fpot  which, 
notwithflanding  his  prefence,  was  rendered 
painful  to  her  by  a  variety  of  combining 
caufes.  She  urged  that,  by  adopting  a  re- 
fidence  within  a  fhort  diftance  of  the  city, 
fhe  Ihould  be  enabled  to  behold  him  with  as 
much  frequency,  and  more  freedom,  than  at 
prefent :  they  (hould  then  be  unfettered  by 
the  reftraints  of  grandeur,  and  unconftrained 
by  theprefenceof  fociety.  Demetrius,  though 
he  liftened  to  this  propofal  with  forrow,  hefi- 
tated  not  to  accord  it  his  immediate  compli- 
ance  ;  and  in  a  fhort  period  a  fplendid  ha- 
bitation was  prepared  within  a  few  verfls  of 
Mofcow  for  the  reception  of  the  Czarina. 
Her  health  and  fpirits  appeared  benefited 
by  this  change,  and  Demetrius,  in  contem- 
plating the  effecls  with  fatisfadion,  ceafed  to 
remember  their  caufe  with  regret. 
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CHAP.  III. 

«  He  bears  it  high" 

"  High  ! 
With  uncontroLil'd  command  !'you  fee  aheady 
He  will  not  he  encumber'd  with  the  fetters 
Of  our  advice  —  He  fpcaks  his  fovercign  will ; 
On  every  hand  he  iirues  out  his  ordeis 
T»  us,  his  natural  flaves" 


Tug M son's  CorltJar. 


l^EMETRIUS,  on  the  day  of  his  accef- 
ceflion  to  the  throne,  had  difpatched  a 
courier  into  Poland  with  the  intelh'gence  of 
his  brilliant  and  entire  fuccefs.  He  ad- 
dreffed  a  few  words  to  the  Princefs  of  Sen- 
domir,  expreflive  of  his  eager  hopes,  his 
rapturous  exultation  at  the  approach  of  that 
moment,  when  he  fhould  be  enabled  to 
claim  and  to  receive  her  as  the  partner  of 
his  throne,  and  the  miflrefs  of  his  fate.  His 
inclinations  would  have  prompted  him  to 
difpatch  an  immediate  embafly  into  Poland, 
for  the  purpofe  of  publickly  demanding  the 
Princefs  in  marriage  j    but  the  advice  of 

Count 
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Count  Wiefnovitfki  determined  him  to  delay 
his  efpoufals,  till  the  empire  fhould  be  re- 
ftored  to  a  ftate  of  entire  tranquillity. 

The  adherents  of  Feodor,  the  fon  of 
Boris,  were  ftill  numerous,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Czar's  declaration  of  unlimited 
pardon,  many  of  the  troops  yet  maintained 
themfelves  amongfl  the  faftneffes  of  the 
mountains,  or  the  depths  of  the  forefls. 
Demetrius,  whofe  prefence  was  requifite  in 
Jiis  capital,  difpatched  an  army,  chiefly  com- 
pofed  of  CofTacks,  commanded  by  Kofanka, 
.with  dire6lions  to  fecure,  if  poflible,  the 
perfons  of  the  refugees,  without  fhedding 
their  blood,  and  induce  them  to  fwear  alle- 
giance to  their  lawful  fovereign. 

In  the  meantime  Demetrius  applied  him- 
felf  with  infinite  alliduity  to  reform  feveral 
abufes  in  the  ftate  and  army.  He  punifhed 
many  judges,  convided  of  iniquitous  prac- 
tices j  he  drew  up  a  code  of  laws  for  the 
civil  regulation  of  his  fubjedls  ;  he  defcended 
even  to  objeds  of  more  minute  importance, 
and  endeavoured  to  introduce  the  Polifh 
D  2  cufloms 
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cuftoms  and  drefs  among  his  fubjeds.     Be- 
holding, with  equal  mortification  and  fur- 
prize,  the   utter   ignorance   in   which   the 
Ruffian  nation  was  involved,  and  judging 
that  by  deflroying  thofe  ufelefs  diflin^tions, 
which  cuftom  had  made,  and  prejudice  con- 
tinued, between themfelves  and  the  furround- 
ing   nations,    he    fhould   alfo    deflroy   the 
grand   obflacle   to   moral   and  intelledual 
improvement ,  he  endeavoured  by  his  own 
example  to  reconcile  the  minds  of  his  people 
to  thefe  innovations.     With  furprize  he  dif- 
covered  that  this  attempt  was  productive  of 
univerfal  difcontent.    Thofe  who  had  calmly 
beheld  his  regulations  in  affairs  of  the  flate, 
murmured  when  his  interference  was  ex- 
tended to  the  intercourfe  of  focial  life  :  the 
confequences  of  the  firfl  were  neither  in- 
llantly  felt,  or  clearly  perceived  ;  thofe  of 
the  laft  were  immediate.     His  fubjecls  were 
required  to  renounce  thofe  habits  and  cere- 
monies, which  as  their  own  were  regarded 
with  affection,  as  their  anceftors'  with   re- 
verence. 

Demetrius, 
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Demetrius,  with  a  gaiety  of  fpirit  and  of 
manner  peculiarly  his  own,  at  firft  endea- 
voured to  conquer  their  reluctance  by  ridi- 
cule or  raillery ;  but  raillery,  when  em- 
ployed againil  thofe  who  poffefs  a  certain 
confcioufnefs  of  inferiority,  is  always  re- 
garded as  an  expreflion  of  contempt.  The 
grave  and  haughty  Boyards  returned  the 
playful  addrefs  of  their  Czar  by  a  cold 
and  repulfive  filence,  and  his  more  ferious 
remonllrances,  by  a  declaration  that  they 
preferred  the  obfervances  of  their  anceflors 
to  thofe  of  a  foreign  nation. 

Contrail  of  character  has  been  faid  to  be 
produdive  of  mutual  gratification ;  but  it 
mud  be  a  contraft  rather  of  manner  thaa 
of  mind,  of  accidental  opinion,  rather  than 
of  natural  fentiment ;  thofe  minds  which 
never  meet  in  agreement,  can  never  allow  for 
each  other  in  diflent.  In  opinion,  in  fenti- 
ment, and  in  manner,  Demetrius  alike  dif- 
fered from  the  people  whom  he  governed  ; 
while  the  peculiar  nature  of  his  pafl  life  had 
prevented  him  from  acquiring  that  compre- 
D  3  henfiv^; 
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henfive  knowledge  of  human  nature  which 
enables  its  poffeflbrs  to  enter  into,  and  make 
allowance  for,  weaknefles  and  prejudices 
from  which  themfelves  may  be  exempt.  In 
the  convent  he  had  indeed  feen  man  both 
the  flave  and  victim  of  prejudice ;  but  he 
had  felt  inclined  to  attribute  this  perver- 
fion  of  the  intelled  to  the  peculiarity  of  his 
fituation,  rather  than- the  conftitution  of  his 
nature ;  befides,  though  he  had  perceived 
its  fatal  efFe£ls,  ho  was  yet  unacquainted 
with  its  impregnable  force ;  it  is  only  when 
oppofed,  that  prejudice  flings  afide  the 
prieftly  gown  or  filken  robe,  to  difplay  the 
impenetrable  armour  they  conceal.  The  lion 
numbers,  till  roufed  by  the  fpear  of  the 
huntfman  :  the  hurricane  is  filent,  till  it  en- 
counter the  oppofmg  rock.  Demetrius, 
as  he  obtained  not,  during  his  conventual 
life,  even  a  juft  acquaintance  of  the  motives 
in  which  that  life  had  originated,  was  alfo 
completely  excluded  from  acquiring  a  know- 
ledge of  thofe  rapid  fluduations  of  feeling, 
thofe  variations  of  opinion,  thofe  inconfif- 
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tencies  of  conduQ:,  which  man  dlfcovers  in 
a  ftate  of  freedom.  As  the  paffions  and  th€ 
feelings  of  the  human  breafi:  had  in  the  con- 
vent  appeared  nearly  extinguifhed,  fo  in  the 
court  were  they  entirely  concealed,  (con- 
cealed at  leail  from  the  difcpvery  of  the 
inexperienced  Demetrius,)  by  the  courteous 
phrafe,  the  ftudied  accent,  the  habitual  felf- 
pofleflion  ;  he  here  indeed  acquired  a  know- 
ledge of  the  manners,  but  he  was  (till  un- 
acquainted with  the  7?iindsj  of  his  fellow 
creatures.  The  ocean's  furface,  fmooth  and 
bright,  was  difclofed  to  his  view ;  but  its 
dark  abyffes,  its  varied  wonders,  its  fearful 
recefres,were  unexplored.  The  camp  fliewed 
him  man  in  a  different,  but  equally  delufive 
point  of  view.  Here  the  paffions  were  nei- 
ther extinguifhed  or  reprefled,  but  they 
were  concentrated ;  and  nothing  raifes  the 
character  fo  much  above  its  natural  level, 
nothing  adorns  it  with  fo  much  temporary 
dignity ;  as  the  concentration  of  the  paffions, 
the  feelings,  and  the  hopes  towards  an  object 
of  importance.  Here  Demetrius  had  no 
D  4  oppor- 
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opportunity  of  difcovering  thofe  petty  foi- 
bles, thofe  difgufting  meannefles,  that  re- 
volting felfifhnefs,  which  are  too  often  be- 
trayed in  the  intercourfe  of  common  fociety  ; 
he  could  not  even  difcover  the  vafl:  fupe- 
riority  of  his  own  underftanding  over  that 
of  the  generality  of  makind  ;  becaufe  he 
had  only  to  explain  his  wifhes,  or  deliver 
his  commands,  before  he  beheld  them  ac- 
quiefced  in,  or  obeyed  ;  and  the  agreement 
of  the  will,  is  often  miftaken  for  the  com- 
prehenfion  of  the  mind.  But  now,  when 
he  found  himfelf  called  upon  to  adapt  his 
ideas  and  language  to  the  comprehenfions  of 
all  ranks  and  capacities ;  to  explain  his 
views  and  wifhes  to  a  race  of  men,  whofe 
progrefs  in  civilization  had  been  merely 
fufficient  to  introduce  its  artificial  diftinc- 
tions,  but  not  its  intellectual  refinements, 
he  difcovered,  with  furprife,  his  utter  ina- 
bility to  influence  the  wills,  or  convince  the 
underflandings,  of  his  fubjedls.  When  he 
perceived  that  his  example  and  his  recom- 
mendation failed  to  introduce  thofe  regu- 
lations 
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lations  he  defired,  he  tried  the  influence  of 
reafon ;  finding  them  inacceflible  to  argu- 
ment^  he  had  recourfe  to  raillery ;  when 
this  alfo  proved  inefFedual,  and,  unwilling^ 
to  command,  where  he  yet  hoped  to  con- 
vince, he  fought  amongft  the  Boyards  for 
fome  noble,  capable  of  aflifting  him  in  the 
ta(k  of  reforming  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
of  the  Ruffians.  The  idea  of  demanding 
the  aid  of  Prince  Vaffili  occurred  to  him*- 
His  genius  had  enabled  this  noblemanj 
though  educated  in  the  midft  of  ignorance 
and  bigotry,  to  emerge  himfelf  from  their 
dominion  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  his  judg- 
ment taught  him  the  danger  of  combating 
them,  without  the  mod  extreme  caution 5 
in  others, 

Demetrius,  gratified  by  the  enthufiafm 
with  which  he  entered  into  his  views,  and 
the  clearnefs  with  which  he  comprehended 
them,  with  all  the  confidenee  of  a  generous 
nature,  believing  that  one-  who  had  re- 
ceived honours,  liberty,  nay  even  life  at 
his  hands,  mufl  be  b;)und  by  every  tie  of 
D  5  gratitude 
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gratitude  and  affedion  to  his  fervlce,  de- 
termined, even  in  oppofition  to  the  advice 
of  Count  Wiefnovitlki,  and  the  wifhes  of 
the  Czarina,  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  Prince's 
affiflance  in  effeding  th-e  reforms  he  me- 
ditated. 

It  was  at  this  period,  that  Demetrius  re- 
called to  his  remembrance  the  promife  he 
had  made  the  Princefs  Irene  in  the  coun- 
cil chanlber,  on  the  day  of  his  accellion  to 
the  throne,  and,  determining  to  fulfil  it, 
vifited  the  fecluded  habitation  where  dwelt 
the  family  of  the'  late  triumphant  Boris. 
The  Czar  was  conducted  to  the  prefence 
■of  his  predecefTor's  now  deferted  confort, 
who  received  him  with  an  attention  which 
bordered  upon  fervility.  Demetrius  re- 
newed his  promife  of  protedion  to  herfelf 
and  family,  and,  while  making  this  affur- 
ance,  Irene  entered  the  apartment  and  ad- 
vanced towards  him  ;  not  as  he  had  before 
beheld  her,  with  difheveled  locks  and 
ftreaming  eyes,  poffelTed  of  courage  to 
brave  the  prefence  of  a  nuaierous  afTem- 
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bly ;    but    with   timid    air    and  downcafi: 
glances. 

The  Czar  gazed  upon  her  with  increafed 
furprife   and    renewed    admiration.      The 
foft  bloom   of  her  youthful   countenance^ 
the    graceful    movements   of    her   llender 
figure,  the  air  of  modefly  which  feemed 
to  envelop  her,  and  which  fo  often  infpires 
a  greater  degree  of  refpe£t  than  the  proudeft 
majefly  or  coldeft  referve,  excited  his  ad- 
miration, while  it  forbade   the  exprellion' 
of  it ;  and  with  a  degree  of  hefitation,  as 
if  fearing  to  offend  by  recalling,  it  to  her 
remembrance,  he  alluded  to  the  fcene  which 
had   paffed  in  the  council  chamber ;   and 
alledged  his  various  duties  and  employments 
as  the  caufes  of  his  having.,  till  the  prefent 
moment,  delayed  to  ratify  the  promife  he 
had   then   made.    A  degree  of  confufion 
appeared  in  her  countenance,  as  fhe  raifed 
her  eyes  towards  Demetrius,  and  expreffed 
her  gratitude. 

"  My  unfortunate  daughter,*'  faid  the  late 

Czarina,  "  has  greatly  condemned  her  im- 
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*^  prudence,  for  intruding  unauthorifed  into 
"  your  gj:efence;  but  fear  for  a  mother*s 
"  fafety  induced  her  to  do  that,  which 
*'  a  mother's  prudence  muft  condemn, 
^^  though  a  mother's  love  may  pardon." 
"  Pardon  V  repeated  Demetrius,  as  he 
glanced  his  eye  over  the  beautiful  and  re- 
tiring form  of  Irene,  and  thought,  how 
great  mufl:  have  been  that  filial  afFeclion 
which  could  induce  her  timid  feelings  to 
brave  the  prefence  of  the  multitude  !  The 
exclamation  was  underflood — and  both  the 
Czarina  and  her  daughter  were  fatisfied 
with  it.  The  vifits  of  Demetrius  at  the 
palace  of  Godonof,  were  frequently  re- 
newed, and  with  encreafmg  fatisfaclion. 
The  attention  with  which  Irene  hung  on 
his  words,  the  aifenting  fmile,  the  approv- 
ing glance  with  which  fhe  repaid  them, 
poifefled  a  charm,  felt,  though  not  under- 
flood, by  Demetrius.  In  refloring  the 
family  of  the  late  Czar  to  their  hereditary 
rank  and  pofleflions,  and  in  maintaining  a 
frequent  intercourfe  with  them,  he  believed 

himfelf 


(     6i     ) 

.  himfelf  aduated  by  the  mod  generous  and 
difmterefled  motives ;  and  knew  not  that, 
far  from  fubduing  his  prejudices,  he  was 
indulging  his  inclinati6ns.  Not  that  his 
heart  was  touched  by  the  fafcinations  of 
Irene ;  but  his  vanity  was  flattered  by  her 
attentions — attentions  fufficiently  obvious  to 
gratify  his  feelings,  but  not  fufficiently  appa- 
rent .to  awaken  his  fufpicions.  Irene,  mean- 
time, imagined  her  influence  over  the  Czar 
was  daily  augmenting,  and  flattered  herfelf 
that,  with  the  aid  of  the  Patriarch  and  Prince 
Vaffili,  fhe  fliould  obtain  that  fl:ation  to 
which,  fmce  the  acceflion  of  Demetrius,  her 
ambitious  hopes  had  afpired. 

Count  Wiefnovitflsii  beheld,  the  fcene 
which  was  ading  with  furprife  and  alarm. 
From  the  knowledge  he  had  already  ac- 
quired of  the  Ruffian  nation,  he  feared  they 
might  view,  with  diflike,  the  elevation  of 
a  foreign  Princefs  to  their  Czar's  imperial 
throne  ;  he  alfo  feared  that  the  noble  family 
of  the  Princefs  Irene,  and  her  numerous 
adherents  among  the  Boyards  of  the  empire, 
would  induce  them  to  indulge  hopes  re- 
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fpectlng  their  Czar's  union  with  her,  which 
his  condudl  was  but  too  much  calculated 
to  encourage.  While  thefe  reflexions  were 
pafling  through  the  mind  of  the  Count,  he 
was  furprifed  by  the  fudden  entrance  of 
their  objedl. 

"  My  friend,"  faid  Demetrius,  advan- 
cing towards  him,  "  too  long  have  I  obeyed 
*'  the  didatcs  of  prudence ;  it  is  time  that 
'*  love  fhould  now  re-aflume  its  rights. 
"  This  morning,  to  my  aflembled  council, 
**  I  propofe  declaring  my  intention  of  dif- 
"  patching  an  embafly  into  Poland,  to  de- 
**  mand  in  marriage  the  Princefs  of  Sen- 
*'  domir.  I  come  to  requeft  your  attend- 
"  ance,  and  that  of  my  PoHfh  friends,  that 
"  I  may  at  lead  view  fome  ferene  counte- 
"  nances  around  me,  fhould  thofe  of  my 
'*  boyards  difplay  fuUennefs  or  difcontenl 
"  at  the  declaration  of  my  will." 

"  You  then  apprehend,"  demanded  the 
Count,  "  the  oppofition  of  your  fubjecls?" 

<'  I  apprehend,"  replied  Demetrius,  while 
a  frown  darkened  his  brow,  "  oppofition 

"  from 
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*^  from  my  fubjeQs,  in  all  that  Is  juft,  or 
^'  wife,  or  noble.  Involved  in  the  delu- 
"  fions  of  error,  they  yet  behold,  with 
"  alarm,  the  hand  their  fovereign  would 
"  extend,  to  draw  afide  the  veil  which 
'*  conceals  truth  from  their  view." 

"  It  may,  however,"  faid  the  Count,  "  be 
"  drawn  afide  too  haflily.  The  eye,  which  is 
"  accuilomed  to  gloom,  is  dazzled,  but  not 
^'  enlightened  by  a  fudden  effufion  of  light." 

"  True,/'  replied  Demetrius,  "  and  my 
*'•  anxiety  to  obtain  their  unanimous  appro- 
"  bation  of  my  prefent  propofal  is  fo 
"  powerful,  that  I  will  permit  my  fubjeds 
'^  to  Ihroud  themfelves,  awhile,  amidft  the 
'^  thickefl:  gloom  of  prejudice  and  fuper- 
*'  ftition,  provided  they  do  not  infill  upon 
"  involving  their  fovereign  in  their  own 
"  beloved  darknefs." 

Demetrius  fpoke  with  an  air  of  contempt 
and  afperity,  which  alarmed  the  prudence 
of  Count  Wiefnovitfki.  He  had,  of  late, 
remarked,  with  much  concern  andappre- 
henfion,   the   encreafed  impatience  of  the 
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Czar's  feelings  and  manner.  Quick,  fiery, 
ardent,  impatient  of  oppofition,  yet  open  to 
entreaty;  foon  offended,  as  eafily  appeafed  ; 
impetuous  in  all  his  purfuits,  rapid  in  all  his 
movements;  his  active  fpirit  panting  to 
execute,  what  his  eagle  genius  conceived  ; 
he  felt  irritated  at  the  contrail  prefented  in 
the  deliberate  proceedings,  the  cautious 
enquiries,  the  doubting  fpirit,  of  his  Ruffian 
fubjeds.  Pofleffing  a  clear  underilanding, 
which  enabled  him  to  feparate  truth  from 
the  adventitious  circumflances  by  which  it 
is  fo  frequently  furrounded,  he  was  fur- 
prifed  and  mortified  at  beholding  his  people, 
the  flaves  to  the  groffeft  fuperftition ;  regard- 
ing a  crofs  or  a  painting  with  a  reverence 
due  only  to  their  Creator,  and  filently  be- 
traying their  horror  or  aftonifhment  at  his 
negle£l  of  thefe  obfervances,  which  to  them 
conftituted  religion  itfelf. 

Count  Wiefnovitlki  had  beheld  this  op- 
pofition of  characlcr  between  Demetrius 
and  his  fubjeds  with  deep  regret ;  and  he 
feared  that  his  prefent  defign,  if  carried  into 

execu- 
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execution,  would  ftill  further  alienate  their 
afFedions.  He  faw,  however,  in  the  kind- 
ling eye  and  glowing  cheek  of  the  Czar, 
that  on  this  fubjed  he  would  not,  even  from 
him,  brook  either  advice  or  oppofition ; 
he  determined,  therefore,  to  comply  with 
his  requeft,  and  attend  him  to  the  council 
chamber.  When  they  entered  it,  they 
found  the  Rullians  already  affembled,  and 
waiting,  with  the  countenances  of  grave  de- 
liberation, the  prefence  of  their  Czar. 

Demetrius  prefaced  the  declaration  he 
was  prepared  to  make,  by  explaining  the 
advantages  which  would  refult  from  his 
union  with  a  foreign  princefs,  rather  than 
by  adhering  to  the  cuftoms  of  his  anceftors, 
in  efpoufing  one  of  his  own  fubjeds.  He 
then  briefly  touched  upon  the  engagement 
he  had  entered  into,  when  in  Poland,  with 
the  Princefs  of  Sendomir,  and,  in  a  calm 
and  decided  tone,  declared  his  intention  of 
difpatching  an  embaffy  to  claim  the  fulfil- 
ment of  her  promife,  and  to  condud  her  into 
RufTia.  He  paufed — but  a  fuUen  filence  per- 
vaded 
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vaded  the  aflembly.  Demetyius,  irritated 
at  this  tacit  difapprobation,  which  to  his  im- 
patient fpirit  was  more  difpleafmg  than  open 
remonftrance,  glancing  his  eye  around  the 
nobles,  demanded  their  opinions. 

"  If  we  are  aflembled  here,  as  Your 
"  Majefty's  fpeech  imports,"  replied  the 
patriarch,  "  merely  to  aflent  to  thepropofaf 
"  you  have  made,  our  opinions  can  be  of 
''  little  avail :  but  fmce,  however,  you  re- 
*'  quire  them  from  us,  I  will  venture  to 
''  incur  your  difpleafure,  by  obeying  ypur 
"  commands,  and  declare  that,  by  difTent- 
"  ing  from  the  long-eftablifhed  cuftoms  of 
"  your  anc^ftors,  you  difappoint  the  ex- 
**  pe^tations  of  your  fubjedls,  who  had  an- 
"  ticipated  a  far  different  alliance.'* 

"  What  alliance  ?"  haughtily  demanded 
Demetrius.  "  The  Princefs  Irene !  the 
"  Princefs  Irene  !"  was  murmured  through 
the  apartment.  The  attitude  and  expreflion 
of  the  Czar  betrayed  the  utmofl  aftonifh- 
ment.  "  The  Princefs  Irene!"  he  ex- 
claimed, and    would    have   added,   "  the 

"  daughter 
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^'  daughter  of  a  tyrant  —  the  defcendant  of 
"  a  murderer!"  but  the  recolledion  of 
her  fvveet  and  playful  charms,  her  innocent 
and  bewitching  manner,  darted  acrofs  his 
mind,  and  checked  the  expreflion  of  his 
furprife.  The  hefitation  of  his  manner  in- 
duced the  nobles  to  believe  he  might  com- 
ply with  their  wifhes,  and  feveral  of  the 
boyards  now  openly  exprefTed  what  they 
had  long  fecretly  defired. 

The  firmnefs  of  the  Czar's  manner,  how- 
ever, foon  diflipated  this  tranfitory  hope. 
They  were  aflembled,  he  faid,  for  com- 
pliance, and  not  for  deliberation  ;  in  follow- 
ing the  didlates  of  inclination  and  honour, 
he  alfo  provided  for  the  interefls  of  his 
fubjeds ;  and  their  indifference  to  his  hap- 
pinefs,  fbould  not  render  him  infenfible  to 
their  welfare.  Without  attending  to  the 
various  objedions  which  were  now  addrefled 
to  him,  he  abruptly  diflblved  the  council, 
and  retiring  to  his  palace,  fecluded  him- 
felf,  even  from  the  prefence  of  Count  Wief- 
novltfki,  to  retrace,  with  feelings  of  deep 

mor- 
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mortification,  the  difappointments  which 
had  attended  him  lince  his  accefiion  to  the 
throne  of  Ruffia. 

In  our  progrefs  towards  th^  attainment  of 
a  defired  objed,  though  our  hopes  may  fre- 
quently be  deprefled,  our  exertions  for  a 
time  difcouraged,  by  numerous  and  unex- 
pected obitacles;  flill  the  final  goal  of  thefe 
hopes  is  ever  prefent  to  the  mental  view ; 
flill  the  profped  of  future  blifs,  fecures  from 
the  duration  of  prefent  defpondence  ;  but 
when  this  goal  is  finally  attained,  and  inftead 
of  the  fairy  fabric  which  fhone  in  the  dif- 
tance,  a  tangled  thicket  prefents  itfelf  to  our 
view ;  when  thorns  alone  appear,  where 
rofes  feemed  to  bloom — when  tempefls 
threaten,  where  the  fmiling  fky  promifed  an 
eternal  fpring — then  it  is  that  the  foul 
fickens  in  all  the  bitternefs  of  difappoint- 
ment,  abandons  itfelf  to  all  the  repinings  of 
difcontent. 

Demetrius,  in  anticipating  the  moment 
when  he  fhould  reign  undifputed  fovereign 
over  the  empire  of  his  anceftors,  dreamed 

not 
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not  that  in  his  fubje6ls  he  (hould  encounter 
the  oppofition  of  prejudice,  or  the  murmurs 
of  difapprobation,  inftead  of  the  eagernefs 
of  coaUtion,  or  the  acquiefcence  of  gratitude. 
The  genius  of  the  Ruffian  people  feemed  no 
longer  the  fame  as  when  he  had  beheld 
them  amidfl  the  hour  of  tumult  and  of  dan- 
ger, patient  of  privation,  difplaying  qualities 
the  moll:  heroic,  facrificing  their  peace, 
riflving  their  lives  in  the  caufe  of  their  fove- 
reign.  Was  this  the  nation,  who  now 
appeared  a  race  of  bigots,  devoted  to  idle 
ceremonies,  and  regarding  their  infringe- 
ment as  the  height  of  facrilege  ?  The  meta- 
morphofis  was  indeed  a  ftriking,  but  not  an 
unaccountable  one. 

In  fcenes  of  terror,  in  periods  of  revolu- 
tion, the  great  and  powerful  faculties  of 
man  are  aroufed.  At  the  blafl  of  the  trum- 
pet, the  heroes  of  the  human  race,  (thofe 
fouls  of  tire,  and  hearts  of  daring, )ftart  forth 
into  adion.  Their  fuperiority  is  felt,  and 
is  obeyed  ;  the  multitude  catch  their  en- 
thufiafm;    unimagined    faculties    are    dif- 

played ; 
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played  ;  unwonted  energies  exerted;  habits 
are  forgotten  ;  fuperftition  for  a  while  re- 
pofes.     But  let  tliefe  external  excitements 
to  exertion  ceafe,  and  we  behold  mankind 
fmking  again  into  their  former  uninterefting 
calm,  returning    to   their  paft  purfuits   of 
pleafure,  or  routine  of  employment.     The 
fpirit  of  fuperftition  again  aiferts  her  rights ; 
again  the  force  of  habit  re-affumcs  her  em- 
pire :  that  very  genius,  which  was  relied  on 
for  fupport,  or  applied  to  for  guidance,  is 
now  regarded  as  ufelefs,  or  condemned  as 
dangerous  :  its  afcendancy  is  no  longer  felt, 
therefore  its  exiftence  is  difputed ;  its  pro- 
tection is  no  longer  required,  therefore  its 
necefTity  is  denied.     In  fine,  amidft  the  hour 
of  tumult,  the  moment  of  danger,  the  inter- 
val of  dread — genius  takes  the  lead  ;  during 
the  feafon  of  fecurityand  pe^ice  —  mediocrity 
triumphs. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

"  Yes  !  crowds  will  ftill  believe,  and  j)nefi:s  will  teach 
"  As  wand'ring  fancy,  and  ns  intereft  lead, 
*•  Who  would  be  great  but  to  be  happy  too  ? 
«  And  yet  fuch  ideots  arc  we  to  exchange 
"  Our  peace  and  plealure  for  the  trifle  glory." 

The  Royal  Convert, 

■rjEMETRIUS,  dilTatlsfied  with  others, 
and  ill  at  eafe  with  himfelf,  towards  the 
clofe  of  day  mounted  his  courfer,  and, 
accompanied  by  a  few  attendants^  rode  ra- 
pidly through  the  flreets  of  Mofcow  towards 
the  palace  of  the  Czarina.  The  Ruffians, 
who,  according  to  cuftom,  were  aflembled 
before  their  habitations,  engaged  in  con- 
verfation,  or  calmly  purfuing  their  grave 
and  national  game,  gazed  after  him,  as  he 
pafTed  with  a  velocity  which  a] moil  defied 
the  purfuit  of  vifion. 

'^  Oh,  it  was  not  thus,"  faid  an  aged 
Ruffian,  addreffing  the  group  befide  him, 
"  it  was  not  thus  in  the  days  of  the  Czar 
*'  Ivan^  Zf^  never  .appeared,  unlefs  attended 

"  by 
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«'  by  a  grand  and  numerous  retinue,  and 
"  parading  flowly  through  the  llreets,  to 
"  receive  the  bleflings  of  his  fubjedts,  as 
"  they  were  permitted  to  approach  and  to 
"  behold  him/' 

"  True,"  replied  another  citizen,  "  nor 
"  even  during  the  reign  of  the  late  Czar 
"  were  the  venerable  cufloms  of  our  an- 
"  ceflors  neglected,  thefacrilegious  catholics 
''  permitted  by  their  prefence  to  profane 
*'  our  holy  temples,  nor  did  the  Czar  him- 
"  felf  refufe  to  bow  before  the  hallowed 
*^  crofs,  and  negled  the  ancient  habits  of 
*'  the  fovereigns,  to  affume  that  of  the 
"  Poles." 

"  What  are  trifles  fuch  as  thefe,"  ex- 
claimed a  foldier,  who  had  liflened  with  in- 
dignation to  the  preceding  fpeeches,  "  what 
*'  are  trifles  fuch  as  thefe,  to  thofe  who 
"  have  feen  the  Czar  as  /  have  feen  him  in 
*'  the  hour  of  battle,  rufliing  with  the  moft 
*'  fearlefs  intrepidity,  amidfl  the  thickeil 
"  fquadroHs  of  the  enemy,  and  fcattering 
"  terror  and  confufion  through  their  ranks ; 
4  "  yet 
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"  yet  cool  and  colleded,  forgetting  not,  in 
"  the  courage  of  the  foldier,  the  duties  of 
"  the  commander  :  then,  when  the  vidory 
"  was  gained,  when  the  day  was  our  own, 
*^  humane,  merciful,  and  gentle,  itaying 
"  the  arm  of  death,  arrefting  the  progrefs 
"  of  deftrutlion.  Oh,  he  is  indeed  a  hero  1 
"  he  is  indeed  the  fon  of  Ivan  Vaflilie- 
*'  vitch !"  This  fpeech,  made  with  the 
xcent  and  energy  of  truth,  produced  a 
temporary  change  of  feeling  in  the  minds  of 
its  auditors,  who  now  fpoke  of  their  Czar's 
noble  mien,  firm  manner,  and  blooming 
countenance,  the  love  he  bore,  and  the 
refpe£t  he  paid  to  the  Czarina  Feodorofna ; 
and  the  clemency  he  had  difplayed  towards 
the  partifans  of  the  Czar  Boris. 

Demejtrius,  meantime,  unconfcious  either 
of  cenfure  or  applaufe,  reached  the  Czarina's 
palace,  and  purfued  his  way,  as  ufual,  to 
the  apartment  fhe  commonly  occupied.  On 
entering  it,  he  ilarted  with  amazement, 
not  unmixed  with  difpleafure,  at  the  fcene 
he  beheld. 

VOL.  ih  .Jt  The 
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The  Czarina,   pale   and  trembling,  was 
feated  on  a  couch  ;  near  her  flood  the  Pa- 
triarch,  in  the  habit  of  his  order,  who,  with 
a  grave  and  impofing  afpecl,  appeared  to 
be  requefting  her  attention  to  fome  docu- 
ments he  was  prefenting  to   her  examina- 
tion,    At  a  (hort  diftancc  was  the  fair  Irene, 
whofe  eye  was  fixed  on  the  Czarina's  coun- 
tenance, in  eager  expedation  of  the  fpeech 
Ihe  was  preparing  to  addrefs  to  the  Patriarch. 
At   this   moment  the   Czarina  raifed   her 
eyes,  and  encountered  the  aftonifhed  gaze 
of  her  fon,  who  had  entered  the  apartment 
without  being   perceived  by  the  affembled 
group,  and  had  remained  a  filent  fpedator 
of  their    proceedings.     The    exclamation 
which   burft  from  the    lips   of  the    Cza- 
rina, and  the  fixed  gaze  of  her  eye,   in- 
duced the  Patriarch  and  Irene  to  turn  to  the 
fpot  whither  it  was  directed.     The  glances 
they   inflantly   exchanged  of  furprife  and 
alarm,  were  not  unnoticed  by  Demetrius, 
who,    now  perceiving  himfelf    difcovered, 
advanced  with  a  calm  and  dignified  afped 

towards 


(    75    )■ 

towards  them.  The  Princefs  Irene  imme- 
diately retreated  towards  a  diftant  fpot  in 
the  apartment :  the  Patriarch  endeavoured 
to  conceal  his  confufion,  by  alfuming  an' 
air  of  gravity  and  deliberation ;  while  the 
Czarina,  feeling  realTured  by  the  prefence 
of  her  fon,  cafl:  upon  him  a  glance  of  wel- 
come and  afFedion.  A  paufe  of  fome 
length  enfued.  Demetrius  was  the  firft  to 
interrupt  the  painful  filence.  "  My  Lord,'" 
faid  he,  addreffing  the  Patriarch,  with 
an  air  of  flern  and  keen  enquiry,  "  what  is 
"  the  nature  of  thefe  tranfadions  \vhich  are 
"  thus  carrying  on  without  my  fandion,  or 
"  my  knowledge  ?  What  means  the  alarm, 
"  which  my  prefence  has  excited,  and 
"  whence  this  unexpeded  vifit  from  the 
^'  Princefs  Irene  to  the  Czarina  Feodo- 
"  rofna  ?"  His  calm  afped,  his  penetrating^ 
eye,  fixed  with  unrelenting  gaze  upon  the 
countenance  of  the  Patriarch,  encreafed  his 
*  confufion.  At  length,  after  fome  hefitation, 
he  replied,  "  Your  Majefty  muft  have  per- 
"  ceived  the  zeal  which,  fince  your  accefiion 
J3  2  '*  to 
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"  to  the  throne,  has  invariably  influenced 
"  my  condudl.  In  the  morning  council, 
"  the  difapprobation  with  which  your  pur- 
"  pofed  alliance  with  a  Polifh  princefs  was 
*'  received,  excited  my  apprehenfion,  and 
"  induced  by  regard  tor  your  honour  and 

•'  fecurity,  I  was  defu'ous" 

'*  To  excite  the  fears  of  maternal  ten- 
"  tendernefs,"  interruptedDemetrius,"and, 
"  through  the  influence  of  a  beloved  and 
"  refpefled  parent,  regulate  the  condud  of 
*'  her  fon.  My  Lord,  you  do  not  compre- 
*'  hend  the  character  of  him  who  now 
^'  addrefles  you,  if  you  imagine  he  is 
*'  ever  weakly  turned  afide  by  vain  alarms 
*'  or  futile  objedions  from  purfuing  a 
*'  condud  which  honour  didates,  and 
*«  which  reafon  fandions.  For  you,  Lady,'* 
continued  he,  advancing  towards  Irene, 
who  at  his  approach  ventured  to  raife  her 
eyes  towards  him,  "  for  you.  Lady,  whofe 
*^  prefence  here  betrays  at  once  your  cha- 
"  rader,  and  your  views,  entertain  not  a 
*'  moment's  hope   of  beholding  me    the 

"  vidim 


C  n  ) 

"  vldim  of  your  ambitious  expe^tatlorisS. 
"  Beauty,  fuch  as  yours,  might  once,  in- 
"  deed,  have  held  my  heart  in  thrall ;  al- 
"  though  my  reafon  and  my  feelings 
"  had  equally  oppofed  the  bofom's  bon- 
"  dage  ;  but  now/'  and  a  fmile  of  triumph 
played  on  his  lips,  "  the  remembrance  of 
*'  an  angel  has  prefer ved  me  from  the 
''  fpells  of  a  fyren.  Tou  have  no  more  to 
"  hope,  nor  7  to  fear." 

The  eye  of  Irene,  during  this  fpeech, 
had  gradually  funk  beneath  that  of  the 
Czar's ;  and  now  overwhelmed  with  confu- 
fion,  yet  glowing  with  refentment,  fhe 
haftily  advanced  to  the  door  of  the  apart- 
ment: the  Patriarch  followed  her,  and, 
addrefling  fome  expreflions  to  Demetrius, 
declarative  of  regret  for  the  fcene  which 
had  pafled,  yet  of  loyalty  and  attachil^ent 
to  the  Czar,  he  alfo  retired  from  the 
apartment. 

Demetrius  approached  the  Czarina;  and 

endeavoured  to  fubdue  the  alarm  which  the 

repr^efentations  of  the  Patriarch  had  excited. 
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He  aflured  her,  that  the  objections  alledgea 
by  the  Ruffians  againft  his  union  with  a 
foreign  princefs,  were  thofe  of  prejudice, 
and  not  of  reafon  ;  and  that  when  once 
induced  to  perceive  the  advantages  which 
would  refult  from  an  alliance  with  a  power- 
ful naiion,  they  would  feel  as  anxious 
for  his  union  with  his  beloved  Marina,  as 
they  were  now  averfe  to  it.  The  Czarina 
endeavoured  to  believe  the  alfertions  of 
Demetrius,  but  her  pale  cheek  and  per- 
turbed manner  convinced  him  Ihe  flill  fuf- 
fered  from  her  recent  agitation,  Demetrius, 
remarking  this  with  regret  and  apprehen- 
fion,  entreated  her  to  retire  to  reft  and  en- 
deavour to  compofe  her  agitated  fpirits, 
and  fubdue  her  unneceffary  alarms. 

From  this  period,  the  decifion  and  deter- 
minaaon  difplayed  in  the  conduct  of  Deme- 
trius, commanded  the  acquiefcence,  though 
it  could  not  induce  the  approbation  of  his 
fubjedts.  The  preparations  for  the  embalTy 
were  at  length  completed  ;  and  Count  Wief- 
novitfki,  many  Polifh  nobles,   and   a  few 
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of  the  RufllanBoyards,  attended  \>y  a  nume- 
rous arid  fplendid  train,  departed  from  Mof- 
cow,  for  the  iirfl  time,  to  demand  for  a 
Czar  of  Ruflia'  the  hand  of  a  Princefs  of 
Poland. 

Demetrius  having  requefled  Count  Wief- 
novitiki  not  to  betray  to  Marina  the  reluc^ 
tance  with  which  his  fubjeds  had  acquiefced 
in  his  wilhes,  himfelf  addreffed  her  in  terms 
of  the  mod  glowing  and  rapturous  expecta- 
tion.    He  bade  her,  indeed,  prepare  to  view 
a  land  lefs  lovely,  and  a  race  lefs  polifhed, 
than  thofe   ihe  had  been   hitherto    accuf- 
tomed  to  behold.     "  But  what  influence,'* 
continued  he,  "  will  external  circumftances 
"  have  over  a  happinefs  which  each  will 
"  receive  alone    from    the   other,    which 
"  would  exift   as  entire   in  a  cottage,    as 
"  upon  a  throne,  in  a  defart,  as  in  a  city  ?** 
Count  Wiefnoviifki,  before  his  departure, 
renewed   his  entreaties  to  the  Czar,  that  he 
would  endeavour   to   reconcile   himfelf  to 
fome  of  the  cuftoms  and  prejudices  of  his 
fubjedsj  or,  at  leaft,  if  he  refufed  to  ac- 
E  4  cede 
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cede  to  them  himfelf,  that  he  would  ceaf« 
the  inefTedual  and  dangerous  attempt  of 
oppofing  them  in  others.  "  My  fubjects," 
replied  Demetrius,  "  fliail  never  find  me 
"  the  tyrant  of  their  adions  ;  fo  neither 
"  jfhall  they  ever  behold  me  the  Have  of 
*'•  their  caprices." 

Count  Wiefnovitfki  perceived  all  ex- 
poftulation  was  vain;  but  hoped  that  the 
gentle  influence  of  Marina  might  produce 
that^  which  his  advice  had  hitherto  failed  to 
efFed, — fome  degree  of  refpe£l  for  thofe 
prejudices  which,  though  abfurd  and  fri- 
volous in  themfelves,  were  ennobled  by  the 
religious  motive  in  which  they  originated. 

Demetrius,  after  the  departure  of  Count 
Wiefnovitlki  and  his  Polifh  companions, 
found  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  this  Imperial 
city  without  one  friend  or  counfellor,  except 
Prince  VafTili,  whom  he  ftill  regarded  with 
efteem  and  refpedt.  The  Hetman  Kofanka, 
after  having  returned  to  Mofcow,  fuccefsful 
from  the  warfare  he  had  been  engaged  in, 
had   requefted  permiilion  to    retire  to  his 

native 
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native  territory,  which,  after  bellowing  on 
him  confiderable  rewards  and  diflin6tions, 
Demetrius    reludbantly     permitted.       The 
Czar,  who  had  been  rendered  fufpicious  of 
the  Patriarch,  as  well  as  of  thePrincefs  Irene, 
avoided  all  communication  with  the  former, 
except  when  the  exercife  of  his  public  func- 
tions   made    it    abfolutely    requifite ;    and 
wholly  withdrew  « his   fociety,  though   not 
his  protection,  from  the   family   of  Boris 
Godonof.     This  condu6i:  ftill   farther  alie- 
nated the  afFedions  of  his  fubjeds,  whofe 
difpleafure  was    however   difplayed   rather 
by  coldnefs  and  fullennefs,  than  complaint;^ 
or  fupplications. 

At  this  period  the  Turks  made  an  incur- 
fion  into  the  Ukraine,  and  ravaged  that 
fertile  and  populous  diflrid.  The  encreaf- 
ing  frequency  of  thefe  inroads,  fuggefted  to 
Demetrius  the  advantages  which  would  re- 
fult  from  erecting  fortifications  on  the 
boundaries  of  his  empire ;  and  flrengthening 
the  barriers,  which  nature  had  already 
placed,  between  Ruflia  and  Turkey.  The 
E  5  Czar 
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Czar  had  drawn  out  of  Poland  a  number 
of  mechanics  and  artifans,  and  ftill  continued 
to  attract  others,  by  the  promifes  of  high 
rewards,  from  the  furrounding  nations. 
He  now  proceeded  to  employ  thefe  in  the 
ere£lion  of  fortifications  in  the  environs  of 
Mofcow,  which  were  not  merely  intended 
for  the  purpofe  of  defending  the  city,  but 
were  to  ferve  as  models  for  thofe  to  be 
ereded  on  the  confines  of  the  Ukraine. 

Prince  Vaflili  entered  into  all  the  views 
of  Demetrius  with  an  enthufiafm,  appa- 
rently equal  to  his  own ;  he  readily  compre- 
hended, and  eagerly  executed  all  his  in, 
ftrudions  refpeding  the  completion  of  the 
works,  with  that  quicknefs  of  perception, 
and  promptitude  of  performance,  which 
are  at  once  gratifying  and  fatisfadory. 

Demetrius,  anxious  to  inftrudl  his  Ruf- 
fian foldiers  in  the  various  manoeuvres  of 
attack  and  defence,  exercifed  them  in  mock 
combats,  and  ever  the  moft  eager  among 
the  aflailants,  or  the  mod  determined  among 
the  defendants,  his  example  encouraged, 
U)  while 
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while  his  approbation  rewarded,  their  exer- 
tions.  In  thefe  fcenes,  the  affability  of 
Demetrius,  the  influence  of  his  command- 
ing, firm,  and  dignified  countenance,  infen- 
fibly  created  an  attachment  in  the  breafts  of 
the  foldiery.  Here  tliere  was  no  oppofition 
of  feeling  or  prejudice  ;  all  were  agreed  in 
opinion,  all  were  united  in  action.  Prince 
Vaflili  beheld  this  change  with  fecret  diflatif- 
fadion.  Aware  of  the  horror  which  the 
Czar's  negled  of  fome  of  the  moft  facred 
and  long-eftablifhed  cuftoms  of  his  anceftors 
had  created  in  the  minds  of  his  fubjeds,  he 
determined,  by  placing  this  negled:  in  a 
ftriking  point  of  view,  to  prevent  the  in- 
creafing  popularity  of  Demetrius  among 
his  army. 

Prince  Vaffili  was  one  in  whofe  heart  the 
better  feelings  of  his  nature  had  long  been 
quelled,  amidft  the  flormy  paflions  of  am- 
bition, hatred^  and  revenge ;  all  ftimulated 
him  to  attempt  the  deftrudion  of  Deme- 
trius, and  he  had  never  yet  feared  to  execute, 
what  he  had  dared  to  purpofe.  He  had 
JE  6  atten- 
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attentively  fludied,  and  now  perfectly  com- 
prehended the  characler  of  the  Czar.  He 
had  difcovered,  with  fatisfadion,  his  little 
acquaintance  with  human- nature;  and  re- 
joiced at  beholding  his  frequent  and  un- 
availing attempts  to  eradicate  thofe  local 
and  religious  prejudices  from  the  minds  of 
his  fubjeds,  without  which  fociety  would 
fcarcely  retain  an  exiftence ;  which  are  as 
often  the  fources  of  the  mod  heroic,  as  of 
the  mofl  debafmg  adions ;  and  on  whofe 
diredion,  rather  than  on  whofe  nature,  de- 
pends whether  their  effeds  be  pernicious  or 
beneficial.  Prince  Vaflili  felt  likewife  the 
infinite  advantage  which  the  unfufpicious 
nature  of  the  Czar,  gave  him  in  his  attempts 
/  to  render  him  unpleafing  to  his  fubjeds  ; 
and  he  availed  himfelf,  without  compunc- 
tion, of  the  unguarded,  yet  generous,  re- 
liance placed  in  him  by  his  fovereign. 

The  fortifications,  which  had  been  ereded 
near  the  city,  were'to  be  ftormed  by  Deme- 
trius, and  defended  by  Prince  Vaflili.  Pre- 
vious to  the  day  appointed  for  this  mock 
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combat,    the    Prince    fecretly  commanded 
the    eredlion   of  a   crofs  on  an  eminence 
fufEciently  confpicuous,  to  attradl  the  atten- 
tion of  the  foldiers.     When  Demetrius  was 
conducting  his  party  to  the  aflault,  and  en- 
couraging them  with  his  voice  and  g^ftures 
to  attack  the  defending  troops,  he  was  fur- 
prifed  at  beholding  the  whole  band  in  the 
attitude  of  devotion,  bowing  and  croffing 
themfelves  with  the  utmofl  folemnity.     The 
unexpected  effect  of  this  fcene  excited  the 
amufement,  and  called  forth  the  raillery  of 
Demetrius.      His    troops    exprelTed    their 
horror  at  the  irreverent  manner  in  which 
he  addrelTed  them,  aind  refufed  to  obey  his 
commands  of  advancing  to  the  alTauIt.  The 
Czar,    extremely   irritated,    threatened   to 
chaftife  them,  if  they  perfilled  in  their  re- 
fufalj  and,  after  a  time,  they  reludantly  com- 
menced the  attack  ;  but  their  former  energy 
had  vaniflied ;  and  Demetrius  found  him- 
felf  conducting  a  fet  of  machines,  whofe 
actions  it  was  indeed  in  his  power  to  aired, 

but 
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but  whofe  minds  he  was  not  enabled  to  in- 
fluence or  infpire. 

The  Czar's  facrilegious  difregard  of  the 
crofs  was  foon  circulated  throughout  all 
ranks,  and  excited  univerfal  alarm  and  re- 
prehenfion.  The  return  of  the  embafly 
from  Poland,  accompanied  by  the  Princcfs 
of  Sendomir,  now  diverted  the  thoughts  of 
the  Ruffians, — but  diverted  them  only  to 
another  fource  of  difcontent. 

Irritation,  regret,  difappointment,  every 
painful  retrofped,  or  gloomy  anticipation, 
were  banifhed  from  the  mind  of  Demetrius 
at  the  certainty  of  Marina's  approach.  His 
extreme  anxiety  to  behold  and  welcome  her 
induced  him  to  advance  towards  the  frontiers, 
in  order  to  condud:  her  himfelf  to  Mofcow. 
Mounted  on  his  fiery  and  favourite  fleed, 
whofe  fpirit  feemed,  like  his  mafler's,  too 
etherial  for  a  being  of  earth,  he  departed 
from  Mofcow,  and  advanced  towards  the 
town  of  Alexin,  through  which  the  embafly 
was  to  pafs.  On  his  entrance,  the  numerous 
and  fplendid  crowd   which  thronged   the 
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ftreets,  the  found  of  bells,  and  the  trampling 
of  fteeds,  proclaimed  it  already  arrived. 
Demetrius,  galloping  through  the  ftreets, 
advanced  to  the  palace  where  the  embafly 
was  accommodated,  haftily  difmounted,  and 
commanded  to  be  conducted  to  the  apart- 
ment occupied  by  the  Princefs  of  Sendomir. 
He  entered  it,  and  beheld  Marina ;  he 
ruftied  forward,  and  flung  himfelf  at  her 
feet.  She  arofe  from  the  couch  on  .which 
fhe  was  feated,  and  refting  for  fupport  in  his 
extended  arms,  endeavoured  to  conceal  the 
excefs  of  her  agitation,  which  yet  her  trem- 
bling frame,  her  faultering  voice  betrayed. 

*'  My  Marina !  we  are  then  met,  and 
^'  met  16  part  no  more  !"  exclaimed  Deme- 
trius, "  Oh !  how  does  this  moment  of  blifs 
*^  repay  me  for  all  my  doubts,  my  difap- 
^*  pointments! — 

*'  For  all  your  dangers  and  your  fuffer- 
"  ing  ?'*  demanded  Marina,  with  a  glance 
which  fhewed  him  how  deeply  fhe  had  felt 
the  firft,  and  participated  in  the  laft.  The 
feelings  of  Demetrius,  during  the  enfuing 

interview, 


(  88  ): 

interview,  were  full  of  hope  and  exultation  ; 
thofe  of  Marina  were  more  fubdued,  but 
more  tender ;  Jhe  recalled  his  pad  fufferings; 
be  dwelt  on  his  future  happinefs  ;  his  bofom 
throbbed  with  love  and  rapture  ;  her^s  with 
love  indeed,  but  love — foftened  by  undefin- 
able  emotions  of  timidity  and  apprehenfion. 
Even  the  alteration  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  perfon  of  Demetrius,  fmce  fhe  lafl: 
beheld  him,  excited  a  flight  fenfation  of  awe, 
and  of  reftraint.    His  former  brilliant  bloom 
was  exchanged  for  the  warrior's  fun-burnt 
hue  ;  his  ftature,  though  not  impaired  in 
grace,  was  more  lofty,  more  commanding  ; 
and  the  conflicts  of  mind,  the  ftruggles  of 
feelings  he  had  endured,  had  imprefled  fome 
deeper  traces   of  thought  upon  his  brow. 
A  fmgle  glance  made  Marina  fenfible  of 
this  cliange  ;  but  foon  his  well-remembered 
fmile,  his   pleafure   beaming    eye,  his  foft 
impreflive  accents,  (hewed  him  again  the 
Demetrius  of  former  days.     The  Czar  be- 
held little  alteration  in  the  perfon  of  Marina; 
but  her  air  and  manner  were  more  timid 

and 
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and  lefs  unconflrained  than  formerly.  De- 
metrius fought  to  dillipate  the  feelings  which 
had  given  birth  to  this  change,  by  relating 
fome  of  the  various  events  vi^hich  had 
occurred  fince  their  feparation ;  and  the 
perception  of  external  circumflance  and 
prefent  time  was  alike  forgotten,  in  the  de- 
lightful intercourfe  which  fucceeded,  when 
the  titles  of  Czar  of  RufTia,  and  Princefs  of 
Sendomir,  were  no  longer  remembered  in 
the  dearer  and  more  heartfelt  appellations 
of  Demetrius  and  Marina. 
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CHAP.  V. 

"  This  islom*  Mlow 

"  Who,  haviiij^  l-eei?  praifed  for  Mi'.ntncfs,  i2oth  aff^-A 

"  A  fauf  y  rouchnefs ;  and  tonftraiiu  the  gnrb 

"  Qi\'\te  hvm  his  natiiie  :  he  caiyiot  fljtter,  he  ! — 

*'  An  lionefl  mrnd  and  plnin, — he  mult  lpe.=.k  truth  : 

"  An  ihey  will  t;.ke  it,  lb:  if  not,  he'splain." 

King  Lear. 

A  LL  nature  feemed  to  harmonize  with 
the  feelings  of  Demetrius  and  Marina, 
as  they  purfued  their  journey  from  Alexin 
to  the  Imperial  city.  When  they  reached 
the  extenfive  plain  which  the  Czar  had 
before  crofled  upon  his  firft  entrance  into 
Mofcow,  his  pleafurable  emotions  received 
a  fudden  check,  from  an  apprehenfion  that 
the  reception  his  fubjedls  might  77ow  give 
him,  would  offer  a  painful  contrail  to  that 
which  they  had  then  bellowed.  He  was 
humbled  at  the  idea  of  attaching  an  import- 
ance  to  the  united  plaudits  of  thofe  whom, 
individually,   he   defpifed  or   difregarded ; 

yet 
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yet  he  felt  that  to  behold  his  beloved  Marina 
i-eceived  with  apathy,  or  regarded  with  dif- 
approbation  by  his  fubjects,  would,  not- 
withflanding  his  convidion  of  the  futility, 
either  of  their  applaufe  or  cenfure,  prove 
inexpreflibly  painful  to  his  feelings ;  and  he 
anxioufly  hoped,  though  he  fecretly  doubted, 
that  her  reception  might  be  fuch  as  would 
imprefs  her  with  a  favourable  opinion  of  the 
people  over  whom  fhe  was  deftined  to 
reign. 

.  A  cuftom,  long  eftabliffied  both  amongfl: 
the  Poles  and  Ruffians,  prefcribed  the  in- 
terval of  a  month  between  the  public  de- 
mand of  a  female  in  marriage,  and  the  fo- 
lemnization  of  her  nuptials.  As  this  period 
was  not  yet  expired,  Demetrius  had  pre- 
pared a  temporary,  though  fplendid,  habi- 
tation for  the  Princefs,  in  the  environs  of 
Mofcow.  As  the  train  paiTed  through  the 
fpacious  fquares  and  flreets  of  the  city,  the 
fears  of  Demetrius  were  indeed  verified  : 
no  (hout  of  gratulation  arofe  ;  no  found  of 
*'  Long  life  to  Demetrius,'*  pow  re-echoed 

around. 
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around.    The  palaccspf  the  nobility  feemed 
purpoftly  deferted,  while  the  dwellings  of 
the  inferior  orders,  here  and  there,  exhibited 
a  few  citizens,  whom  curiofity,  rather  than 
refpedl,  had  attra61cd.     The  eye  of  Deme- 
trius flaflied  with  indignation  as  it  glaqced 
over  the  fallen  and  filent  fpedators.     When 
they  reached  the  Imperial  palace,  the  cry  of 
*'  Long  live  Demetrius  !*'    proceeded  from 
the  guards  and  attendants   ftationed  around 
the  entrance  ;  and  from  thence  to  the  ap- 
proach of  the  habitation  deftined  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Princefs,  the  air  re-echoed 
with  the  exclamations  of  "  Long  life  to  the 
"  Czar  of  Rullia  V — welcome  to  the  Prin- 
"  cefs   of  Sendomir !" — ^but   thefe   founds 
proceeded  not  from   the    Ruffian  citizens, 
but   the   Polifh  foldiers — thofe  brave  and 
faithful  Poles,  who  had  fhared  in  the  dangers 
of  Demetrius,  who  had  remained  to  witnefs 
his  glory,  and  who   now  hailed,   with  un- 
feigned fatisfa6i:ion,  the  arrival  of  a  Polifh 
Princefs,  about  to  join  her  deftiny  with  him 
they  fo  dearly  bvcd,  and  highly  honoured- 

As 
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As  the  Czar  and  Princefs  defcended  from 
the  carriage,  Demetrius,  turning  to  the 
Poles,  by  whom  it  was  furrounded,  faid,  in 
an  elevated  tone,  his  countenance  glowing 
with  varying  and  contending  emotions, 

*'  Thanks,  generous  and  noble  people ! 
"  for  the  expreflion  of  regard  you  have 
''  teftified  towards  myfelf,  and  the  animated 
*'  reception  you  have  be  (lowed  on  the 
*•  Princefs  of  Sendomir.  It  is  doubly 
"  prized,  as  it  is  ftrongly  contrafted  Vv^ith 
"  the  cold  and  ungracious  conduct  of  ray 
"  native  fubjedts." 

The  imprudence  and  fmgularity  of  this 
addrefs  efcaped  the  notice  of  Marina. 
Wholly  engrofled  by  her  own  reflections, 
fhe  had,  fmce  her  entrance  into  the  city, 
neither  regarded  the.  perturbed  air  and  un- 
wonted filence  of  Demetrius,  or  the  fullen 
'ftillnefs  of  the  people  :  their  uncouth  garbs 
and  flrange  geftures  created  a  painful  emo- 
tion, by  reminding  her  that  fhe  was  in  a  fo- 
reign land  ;  but  ihe  recollected  that  this 
land  was  that  of  Demetrius  ;  and  the  figh 

of 
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of  patriotifm  was  exchanged  for  the  fmiltr 
of  love.  When  the  exclamations  of  the 
Poles,  however,  attracted  her  attention, 
when  file  beheld  the  eagernefs  with  which 
they  prefled  to  greet  and  to  behold  her, 
the  full  tide  of  affedion  for  her  native  coun- 
try poured  again  upon  her  heart,  and,  with 
tearful  eyes  and  glowing  cheeks,  fhe  grace- 
fully cxpreffed  her  thanks,  as  Demetrius 
conduced  her  towards  her  intended  habi- 
tation. 

The  Czar  felt  convinced  that  the  Ruf- 
fian Boyards,  although  at  prefent  preju- 
diced againft  this  union  with  a  foreign 
Princefs,  would  feel  all  oppofition  of  fenti^ 
ment  and  of  opinion  vanifh,  when  once  ac- 
quainted with  the  perfonal  charms  and  men- 
tal graces  of  Marina.  Anxious,  therefore, 
to  introduce  the  Ruffian  nobility,  of  both 
fexes,  to  his  intended  bride ;  he  determined 
to  celebrate  her  arrival  by  a  fplendid  fete 
given  in  her  palace  gardens,  which  were  of 
confiderable  extent.  They  were,  on  this 
occafion,  brilliantly  illuminated  by  coloured 
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lamps,  attached,  in  various  and  fantaftic 
forms,  to  the  fpreading  and  graceful  branches 
of  the  tree^,  with  which  they  abounded. 
Thefe  were  refledled  in  'the  waters  of  the 
Mofca,  which  flowed  through  this  quarter  of 
the  city.  The  whole  fcene  was  brilliant: 
and  animated  :  the  long  robes  of  the  Ruf- 
fians, fparkling  with  gold  and  jewels ;  the 
equally  magnificent,  and  more  graceful 
mantle  of  the  Poles,  flafhing  amidft  the 
foliage,  receiving,  and  at  the  fame  time 
reflecting,  the  luilre  of  the  lamps  ;  the  full 
harmonious  concert,  which  proceeded  from 
a  band  concealed  amidft  the  groves  ;  the 
foft  and  balmy  influence  of  the  evening 
breezes ;  ail  feemed  calculated  to  infpire 
mirth  and  harmony,  to  banifh  care  and  dif- 
cord  from  the  heart.  But  man  gives  to, 
not  receives  the  colour  of  his  mind  from, 
external  obje£ls.  The  appearance,  both  of 
the  Czar  and  Princefs,  in  the  Polilh  cof- 
tume — the  prefence  of  the  nobility  of  this 
favoured  nation — the  occafion  of  the  fete 
itfelf,  confpired  to  fpread  the  gloom  of  dif- 

content 
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content  over  the  countenances  of  the  Rul- 
fians  ;  although  the  Princefs,  when  they 
were  prefented  to  her,  received  them  with 
even  more  than  her  accuftomed  grace  and 
courtefy  ;  and  Demetrius  mingled  in  the 
converfation  with  that  fpirit  and  vivacity 
which  had  formerly  difFufed  animation  and 
pleafure  throughout  the  more  polifhed 
circles  of  Cracow. 

No  intercourfe,  perhaps,  is  fo  difficult  to 
maintain,  or  productive  of  fo  much  recipro- 
cal uneafmefs,  as  that  between  a  cultivated 
and  an  uncultivated  underflanding.  In  the* 
difcuffion  of  local  fubjeCts,  the  diflindion 
between  them  is  not  fo  vifible;  but  when 
forced  from  the  protecting  topics  of  charaib- 
ter  and  events;  mind  encounters  mind  in  the 
open  field  of  fentiment  and  opinion ;  then 
it  is  that  the  fuperiority  of  natural  talent  or 
acquired  knowledge  is  mutually  and  pain- 
fully perceived.  Demetrius  and  Marina 
foon  became  fenfible  of  this,  when  conver- 
fmg  with  the  Ruffian  Boyards  ;  the  vacant 
eye  or  aftonilhed  gaze,   with  which  they 
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noticed  a  literary  allufion,  a  flafli  of  the 
imagination,  an  obfervation  of  the  reafon, 
excited  an  emotion  of  contempt  in  the  breaft 
of  the  Czar,  and  in  that  of  the  Princefs,  a 
mingled  fentiment  of  wonder  and  regret. 
They  were  neither  aware  that  the  Ruffians 
indulged  a  peculiar  fpecies  of  gratification 
in  thus  difplaying  their  ignorance.  Su- 
perior attainments  or  fuperior  abilities  are 
often  regarded  with  a  flrange  mixture  of 
real  envy  and  affeQed  contempt.  Ignorance, 
when  aware  that  it  cannot  efcape  detedion, 
proclaims  itfelf  with  an  air  of  defiance  rather 
than  of  humility,  and  endeavours  to  in- 
fmuate  the  inutility  of  that  knowledge, 
whofe  very  exiflence  is  a  tacit  reproach  on 
its  own.  Thus  the  Ruffians,  equally  deteft- 
ing  the, innovations  Demetrius  had  made  in 
their  cuftoms,  and  the  refinements  he  had 
introduced  into  his  court,  availed  themfelves 
of  every  opportunity  to  exprefs  thefe  fenti* 
ments.  Prince  Vafiili,  who  was  prefent  at 
this  fcene,  endeavoured  to  introduce  a  topic, 
which  he  was  aware  was  particularly  cal- 
TOL«  II.  jF  culated 
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culated  to  call  forth  this  diflimilarity  of 
opinion.  This  was  the  late  incurfion  of  the 
Turks  into  the  Ukraine,  the  poflible  con- 
queft  of  their  empire,  and  confequent  an- 
nexion to  thait  of  Ruffia. 

The  idea  of  refcuing  Greece  from  the 
dominion  of  barbarians  had,  fmce  his  accef- 
lion  to  the  throne,  been  the  favourite  projed 
of  Demetrius^  and  he  rejoiced  at  hearing  a 
fcheme  which  he  had  fo  often  fecretly  medi- 
tated now  publickly  fuggefted. 

**  Yes  I'*  he  exclaimed,  with  his  natural 
€nthufiafm,  "  we  will  vifit  this  proud  and 
**  potent  nation  ;  we  will  deprive  her  of 
**  her  works  of  art,  the  treafures  of  fallen 
^*  Greece ;  we  will  tranfport  them  to 
**  Ruffia;  my  people  will  foon  be  as  re*. 
*^  nowned  for  talents  as  for  valour;  my 
^'  court  will  foon  become  the  afylum  of 
^'  the  arts,  and  the  tample  of  the  mufes.'* 

**  Greece,*'  rejoined  Count  Wiefnovitfki, 
who  was  not  aware  that  his  aflfertion  was 
likely  to  excite  indignation  or  provoke  op- 
pofitiGn,  "  has  ever  been  fertile  in  genius: 

"  paintings 
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^^  painting,  fculpture,  architedure,  at  oncfe 
'*'  fimple  and  grand,  literature  and  poetry, 
^'  all  have  flourifhed  in  Greece,  This  iis 
*^  indeed  a  ^onquefl  which  would  fhed  a 
*'  luftre  over  your  reign,'* 

The  ancient  -General  Sergorof,  who  had 
early  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  Demetrius,  and 
whofe  courage  and  military  talents  were 
only  equalled  by  his  ignorance  and  bigotry, 
having  attended  with  fullen  contempt  to 
fentiments  fo  uncongenial  with  his  own, 
now  faid : 

"  And  what  beneficial  eiFeds  is  this 
*^  genius,  fo  much  coveted  and  admired, 
**'  capable  of  producing  ?** 

"  What  effed  is  it  capable  of  producing, 
"my  Lord?"  faid  Demetrius,  **  it  foftens 
"  the  charader  of  man ;  it  exalts  that  of 
*^  woman ;  it  gives  a  grace  to  virtue,  and 
"  a  charm  to  wifdom ;  it  aids  the  ardour  af 
**  the  combatant ;  but  checks  the  fword  of 
**'  the  conqueror," — Demetrius  fuddenly 
ipaufed ;  for  he  recollefted  the  charader  of 
^him  whom  he  was  addrefling,  and  the  want 

9    2  of 
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of  fympathy  which,  in  the  concluding  fen- 
timent,  had  always  exifled  between  them. — 
The  Marfhall  remarking  his  hefitation,  but 
not  aware  of  its  caufe,  replied, 

"  That  it  foftens  the  charader  of  man, 
**  and  exalts  that  of  woman,  I  can  readily 
^  believe ;  for  it  teaches  one  fex  to  fhrink 
*'  from  their  duties,  the  other  to  defpife 
"  them ;  to  negled  the  diftafF,  or  throw  away 
*'  the  fword.  It  may  perhaps  befit  the  idle 
*'  and  luxuriant  natives  of  more  fouthern 
*'  climes  to  dream  away  their  lives  in  ufe- 
**  lefs  purfuits  and  vifionary  raptures  ;  but 
*'  it  would  equally  unfit  our  hardy  warriors 
*'  for  their  noble  employ,  or  our  women 
*'  for  their  moral  and  domeflic  duties." 

The  Princefs  had  attended  to  the  pre- 
ceding converfation,  and  the  flight  feeling 
of  timidity  and  embarraffment,  which  had 
hitherto  rendered  her  more  filent  than  ufual, 
vanifhed  before  the  furprize  and  indignation 
fuch  a  fpcech  was  calculated  to  produce. 

*^  Would  heaven,"  fhe  faid,  "  have 
**  befcowed  a  foul  panting  after  intelledbual 

"  and 
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•^  and  moral  improvement,  and  then  com- 
"  mand  the  laft  alone  to  be  afplred  to^  the 
''  former  negleded  ?  Reafon  enjoins  the 
"  cultivation  of  both  j  the  exercife  of  the 
"  underflanding  exalts  and  purifies  the 
'•  affections  ;  the  cultivation  of  the  moral 
"  feelings  foftens  the  ftronger  qualities  of 
"  the  intelled:.  What  matters  then  the 
"  rank,  or  fex,  or  nation  !  All  are  alike 
"  fpirits  from  heaven  ;  all  are  alike  deftined 
"  for  immoBtality.  But  you  know  not  that 
*'  genius  you  would  reftrain ;  it  is  the  im- 
*'  petuous  torrent  that  overwhelms  each 
"  obftacle  in  its  progrefs  ;  it  is  the  rapid 
"  conflagration,  that  confumes  whatever 
"  dares  oppofe  itscouife; — for  that  univerfal 
"  and  impulfivedefire  after  happincfs^which 
"  alike  infpires  the  adions  of  the  warrior  as 
'^  the  woman,  the  tyrant  as  the  flave,  the 
"  learned  as  the  ignorant,,  by  exciting  genius 
"  to  the  exercife  of  its  powers,  is  at  once  its 
'*  flrongefl  flimulus  and  its  deareft  reward/* 
She  ceafed, — but  no  voice  interrupted  the 
paufe  which  fucceeded  :  all  gazed  in  filence 
F  3  on 
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©n  her  beautiful  figure,  which  feerned 
infpired  by  the  genius  fhe  had  been  defcrib- 
ing:  her  dark  trefles  floating  over  her 
Ihoulders,  her  half  open  lips,  her  glowing 
cheeks,  her  eyes  radiant  with  the  fires  of 
enthufiafm,  her  graceful  form  which  feerned 
prepared'^  to  fpring  from  earth,  all  confpired 
to  give  her  the  air  of  a  creature  of  the 
imagination,  rather  than  a  being  of  reality. 
The  nobles  gazed  on  her  with  furprife 
and  admiration,  inclined  to  pardon  the 
enthufiaftic  fentiments  fhe  had  uttered,  for 
the  fake  of  the  lips  which  expreifed  them. 
The  ladies  viewed  her  with  curiofity  and 
aflonifhment,  anxious  to  difcover  by  what 
magic  fhe  could  thus  encreafe  the  luftre  of 
her  charms,  and  to  remark  and  imitate  the 
beauty  of  her  air  and  aftion :  but  Demetrius 
alone  feh  the  force  of  the  fentiments  fhe 
had  uttered  j  they  touched  his  heart ;  they 
fired  his  foul ;  they  kindled  his  imagination ; 
for  in  him  alone  they  met  with  kindred  en- 
thufiafm. 

The- 
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The  Marftiall  Sergorof,  apparently  cool 
and  callous,  but  in  reality  irritated  at  the 
fenfation  Marina's  fpeech  had  produced, 
bluntly  obfervedy 

**  Your  Highnefs  mufl  not  expe£t  me  to 
"  anfwer,  a  fpeech  I  do  not  underftand  j  for 
"  in  truth,  fuch  fentiments  appear  to  me 
*'  more  like  the  language  of  romance  than 
"  of  reafon/' 

"  Ill-mannered  Lord  1"  exclaimed  Deme-^ 
trius,  his  eye  kindling  with  indignation, 
"  Is  it  thus  you  prefume  to  addrefs  ? — ^" 

*'  I  entreat  your  forbearance,"  inter- 
rupted the  Princeft,  laying  her  hand  on  his- 
arm  to  detain  him,  as  he  proudly  ftepped 
forward  to  Sergorof. — He  inftantly  paufed, 
and  continued  gazing  on  her  as  ihe  pro- 
ceeded :  "  I  have  juftly  incurred  the  charge 
**  which  the  Marfhall  alledges  againft  me ; 
"  the  language  of  enthufiafm  always  ap- 
•*  pears  like  that  of  romance  to  thofe  not 
**  ihfpired  with  kindred"  ardour.  I  have  no 
^*  right  therefore  to  feel  difpleafure  at  his 
^^  opinion,  although  a  fentiment  of  courtefy 
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*^  might  perhaps  have  foftened  its  cxpref- 
''  fion." 

"  An  old  ^^^arrior,*'  faid  Sergorof,  "is 
"  ill-verfed  in  the  language  which  becomes 
"  a  modem  court.  Your  Highnefs  mud 
^*  pardon  my  bluntnefs,  in  confideration  of 
'^  my  fmcerity/* 

He  quitted  them,  as  he  concluded  this 
fentence ;  and  Marina,  remarking  the  fliU 
contracted  brow  and  flern  glance  of  De- 
metrius, implored  him  to  command  his 
feelings  and  fubdue  his  refentment.  Count 
Wiefnovitlki  joined  in  this  requeft.  "  A 
**  mind,"  faid  he^  "  that  is  warped  by  pre- 
**  judice  is  as  much  in  a  delunon  as  a  man 
*'  who  fees  objeds  through  a  mid,  without 
**  being  fenfible  of  it.  Till  convinced  of  his 
"  error,  all  reafoning  is  vain,  and  io  conr 
"  vince,  no  reafoning  proves  effedual.  It 
"  is  a  fpecies  of  partial  derangement,  to 
*^  which  we  are  all  in  fome  degree  liable, 
"  and  fhould  be  regarded  with  xompaffion^ 
*^  rather  than  refentment.'* 

Demetrius-j. 
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Demetrius,  though  he  complied  with  the 
wifhes  of  the  Princefs,  and  the  advice  of 
his  friend,  in  not  refenting  the  Marfhall's 
addrefs,  could  not  ealily  reprefs  the  feel- 
ings it  had  excited ;  and  a  cloud  hung  on 
his   brow   during   the   remainder    of    the 
evening.     In  vain  the  Prrncefs,  with   un-^ 
rivalled  fweetnefs,   endeavoured  to  foothe 
the  froward  humour  of  the  nobles  :  in  vain 
Count    Wiefnovitfki,    with    his    gay   and 
fportive  raillery,   fought   to   reconcile   the 
Ruffians    to    his    countrymen.      All    was 
gloomy,   chojerlefs,   and  unfocial.      At  an 
early  hour,  the  Ruffians   retired  to  their 
refpedive     habitations^     and     Demetrius, 
fcarcely  daring  to  caft  a  glance  at  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  Princefs,  bade  her  farewell  ^ 
and,  accompanied  by  Count  Wiefnovitfki, 
retired  to  his  palace. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Di  ima  corte  aufteit 
Gii  iifi,  per  me  novelli,  ancor  di  mente 
Tratto  non  mi  hanno  appien  quel  dolce  primo 
Amor  del  fuol  natio  che  in  noi  piu  tanto, 
So  le  tue  pene,  e  duolmene.  Alfitrt. 

*'  I  mufe  my  mother 
*<  Does  not  approve  me  further. 

**  Would  you  have  me 
**  Falfe  to  my  nature  ?  rather  fay>I  play 
"  The  man  I  am.  Coriolamue,^ 

T)EMETRIUS,  reftlefs  and  perturbed, 
poifeffing  a  fecret  confcipufnefs  which 
be  unwillingly  admitted  even  to  himfelf, 
that  his  own  conduQ:  had  tended  to  alienate 
the  afFedion  of  his  fubjeds ;  and,  irritated 
at  the  value  he  felt  compelled  to  attach  to 
this  affe£lion,  at  an  early  hour  quitted  his 
couch,  and  repaired  to  thofe  gardens  which 
had  on  the  preceding  night  exhibited  a  fcene 
—  of  fplendour  indeed,  but  not  of  gaiety. 
The  trees  were  now  divefted  of  their  ar- 
tificial ornaments,  and  the  breezes  of  morn 
conveyed  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers  to  his 

fenfes. 
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fenfes.  The  beauty  of  the  fcene,  however, 
palfed  unregarded;  for  Marina,  advancing 
from  among  the  trees,  alone  attradted  his 
attention.  He  haftily  approached  her :  his- 
countenance  was  difturbed,  and  his  manner 
abrupt:  he  appeared  as  if  defirous  of  ad- 
drefling  her  on  fome  fubjed.of  importance  j. 
but,  fuddenly  paufmg,  made  fbme  indifferent, 
remark,  or  fome  unimportant  demand. 

"  Marina,"  he  abruptly  faid,  "  if  I  am 
"  not  miftakei^,  this  fcene,  in  the  fimple 
"  decorations  of  nature,  poflelTes  greater: 
"  attradions  for  you,  than  wheii  adornedi 
"  with  all  the  fplendour  of  art."" 

"  Undoubtedly,"  (he  replied,  ^*  art  may,. 
^*  indeed,  injQame  the  imagination;  but, 
"  whether  the  objed  be  animate  or  in- 
^^  animate,  it  is  nature  alone  that  touches 
«  the  heart." 

^*  True,  moft  true,"  rejoined  Demetnus>^ 
**  but  what  then  can  be  urged  in  favour 
"  of  a  land  and  of  a  nation  which  pofTefs 
**  neither  the  fimplicity  of  nature,  or  the 
"  refinements  of  art  ?  Oh,  Marina !.  if  my 
R  6>  "  loU 
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^  lot  be  caft  amidfl  a  race  like  this,  by 
*«  what  right  is  it  that  I  have  invited  yoa  to 
"  ihare  it  with  me  ?" 

This  was  the  firft  moment  that  Deme- 
trius had  betrayed  to  Marina  the  diflatisfac- 
tion  with  which  he  had  beheld  the  charader 
of  his  fubjeds,  or  the  difappointment  which 
had  attended  even  the  fulfilment  of  his  once 
fanguine  hopes.  She  gazed  with  an  emo- 
tion of  deep  regret  upon  the  faddened  ex- 
preffion  of  his  countenance,  and  replied 
with  a  look  and  voice  of  the  utmoft  tender* 
nefsv 

"  By  what  right  do  you  invite  me  to 
^'  fhare  your  deftiny?  By  a  right  more 
"  facred  than  any  which  attaches  yourfelf 
*'  to  it  5  the  right  of  unchangeable  regard, 
«*  of  reciprocal  affedion.  Ah,.  Demetrius  1 
►  *^  whatever  had  been  your  defliny,  that 
*^  deftiny  would  have  been  fhared  with  joy, 
^«  with  triumph  by  Marina.'* 

The  eye  of  Demetrius  again  beamed  with 
delight,  as  he  exprefied  his  grateful  fenfe 
of  this  fweet  and  dear  avowaL 

«  Let 
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•*  Let  us  indulge  a  hope,'*"  rejoined  the 
Princefs,  "  that  your  example,  and  the. 
"  gradual  influence  of  a  union  with  the 
"  Poles,  will  infenfibly  foften  the  manners, 
"  and  fubdue  the  prejudices  of  your  fub- 
"  jeds.  The  noble  qualities  of  courage, 
"  of  magnanimity,  of  loyalty,  you  have 
"  already  proved  them  to  poiTefs  y-  the  pro 
'*  grefs  of  civihzation  will  fubjoin  the  re- 
^*  finements  of  tafle,  and  the  fympathies  of 
"  feeling :. — the  mountain's  rough  fides 
"  will  be  inverted  with  verdure  and  flowers, 
"  nor  will  its  fttength,  though  concealed;, 
"  be  impaired  by  the  adornment." 

"  Your  fweet  and  gentle  influence,  my 
"  beloved,''  rejoined  Demetrius,  "  may, 
"  indeed,  efted  what  my  imprudent  en- 
*^'  deavours  have  hitherto  failed  to  produce. 
"  Haflen  then  the  approach  of  that  mo- 
*^  ment,  when^  as-  the  Czarina  of  Rulfia, 
"  its  people  may  behold  you  with  refped, 
"  as  well  as  admiration/' 

"  You  plead  the  caufe  of  your  fubjeds 
^^  with  fervour,*'  replied  Marina,  with    a 

fmile 
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fmileanda  bliifh,  but  an  "infringement  of 
*<  their  cuftoms  v/ould  not,  methinks,  be 
"  likely  to  prove  an  excitement^  of  their 
"  refpea.'* 

Demetrius,  however,  renewed  his  en- 
trcaties,  but,  finding  Marina  firm  in  her  re- 
fufal,  and  fecretly  confcious  of  its  propriety, 
at  length  defifted  from  urging  them,  and 
propofed  conducing  her  to  the  abode  of 
the  Czarina  Feodorofna.  Marina  confented, , 
and  the  Czar  and  Princefs  together  departed^ 
from  Mofcow, 

The  Czarina  had  at  firfl  regarded  the 
Princefs  of  Sendomir  with,  lefs  cordiality, 
than  fhe  would  have  experienced  towards 
her,  had  fhe  not  beentaught  to  apprehend,, 
from  the  infmuations  of  the  Patriarch,  that 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  Polifh  Princefs  on  the 
throne  of  Rufliaj  would  prove  fatal  to  the 
popularity  and  interefts  of  Demetrius.  The 
fweetnefs  of  Manna's  manner,  the  mingled 
refped  and  affedtion  difplayed  in  her  atten- 
tions, foon  deftroyed  this  tranfient  impref- 
fion,  and  the  Czarina  learned  to  behold  her 
lo  arrival'^ 
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arrival  with  fatisfadion 5  and  her  departup& 
with  regret. 

Demetrius  and'  Marina,  when  they  en- 
tered the  Czarina's  apartment,  beheld  her 
pale  and  agitated.  She  held  in  her  hand  a 
letter,  on^  which  her  gaze  was  fo  intently 
fixed,  that  (he  perceived  not  the  entrance 
of  the  Czaar  and  Princefs,  till  the  former 
advanced  towards  her. 

"My  deareft  mother!"  he  exclaimed^ 
"  what  mean  thefe  tearsi>  this  agitation  ?" 

She  raifed.  her  eyes-  towards  him,  and 
was  preparing"  to  reply ;  but  beholding 
Marina,,  fhe  fuddenly  paufed,  and  filently 
prefented  to  hint  the  letter,  gazing 
anxioufly  upon  his  countenance  during  his 
perufal  of  it.  His  glance  of  curiofity  and 
eagernefs  was  foon  converted  into  one  of  in- 
dignation and  contempt. 

"  Perifh  the  infamous  fcroll  1"  he  ex- 
claimed, rending  the  paper  into  a  thoufand 
atoms,  "  perifh  all  that  thus  attempt  to 
**  influence  my  conduct,  through  the  me- 
^  diam  of  my  mother's  fears  !" 

Marina 
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Marina  ga'zed  alternately  on  the  Czarina 
and  Demetrius,  with  alarmed  and  enquiring 
glances.  She  perceived  that  fome  dread- 
ful my  ftery  was  concealed  within  that  fatal 
letter ;  and  flie  longed,  yet  feared,  to  be. 
made  acquainted  with  its  contents. 

"  My  mother,  I  entreat,  I  implore  your 
filence,"  faid  Demetrius,  in  extreme  agita- 
tion, perceiving  that  the  Czarina  was  on 
the  point  of  addreffing  the  Princefs.  "  Yes, 
"  Demetrius,"  faid  the  Czarina,  with  aa 
air,  as  if  the  effort  were  a  painful  one, 
*'  yes,  I  will  comply  with  your  wifhes, 
"  but  it  muft  be,  my  fon,  only  in  con- 
"  fideration  that  you  will  attend  to  mine. 
"  I  entreat  you,  as  you  value  the  prefer>- 
"  vation  of  your  throne,  the  peace  of  your 
"-  mother,  to  comply  with  the  defires  of 
"  your  fubjeds." 

"  Is  it  my  mother  who  makes  fuch  a  re- 
*«  queft?"  faid  Demetrius,  in  a  tone  af 
reproach,  "  is  it  my  mother,  who  urges 
"  me  to  defert  my  own  dignity,  to  difgrace 
**  that  of  my  anceftors,  to   prove  myfelf 

"  unworth]^, 
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«  unworthy  of  that  blood  which  flows  in 
"  my  veins  ?'^ 

"  Is  it  to  prove  yourfelf  unworthy,"  afited 
the  Czarina,  "  to  facrifice  your  own  inclina- 
"  tions  to  the  welfare  of  your  fubjeds  ?'* 

"  Not  to  their  welfare,  M'adam,^*  re- 
joined Demetrius,  in  a  tone  of  lefs  ten- 
dernefs  than  he  had  ever  yet  addrefled  to 
his  mother,  "  not  to  their  welfare,  —  to 
**  their  caprice,  to  their  prejudice,  muft 
''  my  happinefs,  my  honour  be  for  ever 
**  entombed.  But,  no !"  he  exclaimed, 
while  indignation  flaOied  from  his  eye, 
'^  fmce  ray  clemency  has  failed  of  fuccefs, 
"  my  former  conduct  been  held  in  con- 
"  tempt,  my  fubjefts  have  now  to  learn 
"  the  real  chara<5ter  of  huTi  they  would 
•*  thus  unworthily  controul.'* 

The  Czarina  and  Princefs  (although  the 
one  was  ignorant,  and  the  other  too  well 
informed  of  its  caufe,)  were  mutually 
alarmed  at  the  frightful  agitation  which 
pervaded  the  whole  frame  of  Demetrius, 
fhe  Princefs^  forgetful  of  her  own  feelings, 
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fought  alone  to  foothe,  and  to  reftore  hitn^ 
to  compofiire.  She  entreated  him  not  to 
proceed  in  any  ad,  without  confulting  his 
friend  Count  Wiefnovitlki,  from  whom  he 
might  at  once  receive  both  council  and 
afiiflianee:  fjie  at  length  fucceeded  in  re- 
ftoring  him  to  a  greater  appearance  of 
tranquillity.  He  approached  the  (till  weep- 
ing Czarina.. 

"  My  mother,"  he  faid,  "forgive  the 
*'  vehemence  with  which  I  have  exprefled 
"  myfelf  J  but  on  this  fubjed,  even  the 
"*'  wiihes  of  a  parent  muft  prove  ineffedlual  ; 
*'  in  all  elfe  they  fhall  for  ever  be  obeyed. 
"  Reft  alTured,  that  I  will  yet  attempt  to 
*'^  fubdue,  before  I  openly  oppofe,  the  pre- 
"  judices  of  my  fubjeds.  Farewell,  my 
**  mother,"  faid  he,  taking,  her  hand,  and 
raifmg  it  refpedfully  to  his  lips,  "  farewell ; 
'"  it  is  the  firft  time  I  have  had  oecafion  to 
"  demand  forgivenefs  of  my  mother,  and  I 
*^  feel  it  will  not  be  denied." 

The  Czarina,  with  a  penfive  fmile,  affured 
him  it    was    accorded  j    and    Demetrius, 

after 
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after  making  her  a  promife  that  he  would 
return  in  the  coorfe  of  a  few  hours,  pro- 
pofed  recondudting  the  Princefs  to  Mofcow. 
She   confented,  and,  without  exprefling  the 
anxiety  fhe  feh  to  be  made  acquainted  with  a 
myftery  he  appeared  fo  anxious  to  conceal 
from  her  knowledge,  embraced  the  Czarina, 
and  quitted  her  in  mournful  filence.     The 
fame  fVIence  was  mutually  preferved  during 
their  return  to  Mofcow.     A  thoufand  vague 
apprehenfions  floated   acrofs   the  mind  of 
Marina  ^  and  wholly  abforbed  in  her  own 
reflediions,    (he  had  almoft   forgotten  the 
pre  fence  of  Demetrius,  and    ftarted  when 
he  addreffed  her. 

"  Marina  !"^  he  abruptly  fliid,  ^*  you  this 
"  morning  aifured  me, that  whatever  deftiny 
*'  had  been  mine,  that  deftiny  would  have 
"  been  fhared  by  yourfelf.  Repeat  that 
*'  fweet  afTurance,  my  beloved  1  I  have 
"  need  of  fome  confolation  to  prepare 
*'  me  for  the  rugged,  fcenes  I  am  about  to 
**  encounter  J' 
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lie  uttered  thefe  words  in  a  voice  (o  foffy. 
io  dejeded,  fo  changed  from  the  loud,  in- 
dignant   tones    which    had    efcaped     him 
during     the   late   interview,    that   Marina, 
ilruck  with  the  alteration,  gazed  on  him 
with  mingled  emotions  of  furprife  and  ten- 
dernefs,  and  was  preparing  to   repeat  the 
aflurance  (he  had  before  given  him,  when  a 
loud  tumult,  which   appeared   to   proceed 
from  the  city,  attrafted  their  attention.  An 
immenfe   and  mingled   multitude,    rapidly- 
advanced  towards   them,    and   foon    com- 
pletely furrounding  the  carriage,   impeded 
MS  further   progrefs^     At  firft:  the  exclama- 
tions   they  uttered    were  tumultuous,    but 
indiflindl ;  but  foon-  the  founds  of,  '*  No 
"  Catholic  Czarina,  no  foreign  favourites ! 
'^  let  the  Princefs  Irene  be  bur  fovereign!" 
re-echoed  around,  while  gleaming  fabres  and 
brandiflied   (laves  feemed  to  threaten  them 
with  inllant  dedrudion* 

The  foul  of  Marina  fickened  at  the  re- 
iterated founds.  This  then  was  the  fatal 
myftery  Demetrius  had  feared  to  reveal  ;- 
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^e  then  was  the  caufe  of  danger  to  him ; 
the  objed:  of  hatred  to  his  fubje£ts !  She 
funk  back  in  the  carriage ;  while  Deme-! 
trills,  rapidly  defcending  from  it,  advanced 
into  the  midii  of  the  multitude,  with  an 
intrepidity  which  created  a  mixture  of 
aflonifhment  and  ,  awe ;  for  fuch  was  the 
terror  of  his  eye ;  fuch  the  commanding 
influence  of  his  proud  form,  which  feemed 
to  rife  in  ftature,  as  he  gazed  with  filent, 
but  fiery,  indignation,  on  the  multitude 
around,  that,  lowering  their  before  elevated 
fabres,  they  fhrunk  from  his  powerful  and 
fcrutizing  gaze;  and  endeavoured  to 
regain,  by  glancing  at  the  countenances  of 
each  other,  that  refolution  which  their 
own  hearts  denied  them. 

It  is  not  the  dream  of  the  imagination,  or 
the  invention  of  the  poet,  that  wonderful- 
influence,  that  proud  diflindlion,  which 
genius  gives  to  man  :  It  is  a  larger  portion, 
a  brighter  ray  of  the  Divinity,  infufed  into 
fome  human  forms,  breathing  in  the  num- 
bers of  the  poet,  commanding  in  the  voice 

af 


(     i'8     ) 

of  the  leghlator,  thundering  in  the  deeds  of 
the  hero,  bidding  mortals  bow  before  their 
fellow-mortals.  A  certain  internal  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  its  poflelTion,  gave  to  Deme- 
trius that  calm  and  undaunted  afped, 
amidfl  the  dangers  which  furrounded  him  ; 
while  its  influence,  felt  though  not  under- 
ftood  by  the  multitude  around,  arrefled  the 
force  of  their  arms,  and  enchained  the  ex- 
preflion  of  their  rage. 

Demetrius  perceived  their  confufion,  and 
haftened  to  avail  himfelf  of  it. 

**  Citizens  of  Mofcow,  fubjedls  of  Ruf- 
*'  fia!**  he  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  which 
broke  upon  the  air,  like  a  fudden  burft  of 
fubterranean  thunder,  "  What  mean  this 
"  daring  conduct,  thefe  feditious  excla- 
"  mations  ?  By  what  authority  is  it,  that 
**  fubjeds  thus  dare  didate  to  their  Sove- 
**  reign  ?  Learn,  that  while  he  reigns,  he 
"  reigns  in  deedy  and  not  in  name,  a  free^ 
"  born  monarch,  not  a  trembling  tyrant.'* 

He  paufed  ;  — but  the  (ilence  whidh  fuc- 
ceeded  remained  unbroken.    Shame  feemed 

to 
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to 'withhold  the  multitude  from  retreating,, 
fear  from  advancing. 

"  Retire,"  refumed  the  Czar,  "  re- 
•*^  tire,  deluded  and  mifguided  men  !  from 
**  this  fpot  which  your  condud  has  dif- 
*f  graced,  and  in  your  prefent  obedience, 
*'  let  me  behold  the  aflurance  of  yoiH* 
^«  future  byalty/' 

The  people  yet  hefitated,  —  again  they 
gazed  around,  as  if  to  difcover  from  amongfl 
them  fome  adventurous  fpirit,  who  might 
defend  their  rights,  and  dired  their  con- 
dud:    but  none  appeared,  who  dared  to 
oppofe  the  commands,  and  encounter  the 
indignation  of  their  Czar.     Demetrius  re^ 
iterated  his  commands  for  them  to  retire  : 
they  at  length  filently  obeyed  ;    and,  like 
fnow  diflblving  before  the  funbeam,  they 
gradually    difappeared    before    the    fixed, 
though  now  relenting  gaze  of  his  eye. 

When  Demetrius  had  beheld  them  de- 
part, he  reafcended  the  carriage,  and  com- 
manded it  to  proceed  :  in  their  approach  to 
the  habitation  of  the  Prmcefs  ^hey  met'khe 
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Pollfh  foldiers,  commanded  by  Count  Wief- 
novitfki,  who,  having  learnt  the  intelligence 
of  the  tumult,  had  haftened  to  the  refcue 
of  the  Czar,  and  exprefTed  equal  furprife 
and  fatlsfadion  at  beholding  both  the  Prin- 
cefs  and  himfelf  in  perfe6l  fafety.  Deme- 
trius, briefly  explaining  to  the  Count  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  late  tumult,  and  exprefling 
his  gratitude  to  the  Poles  for  the  zeal  they 
had  difplayed  in  thus  haftening  to  his  aid, 
requefted  them  to  furround  and  guard  the 
palace  of  the  Princefs,  whom  he  now  con- 
duced to  her  apartment,  when  it  was  with 
much  alarm,  that  he  beheld  the  impreffion 
the  late  fcene  had  made  on  her.  Her  eyes 
were  raylefs,  her  cheeks  pale,  and  an  air, 
not  merely  of  fadnefs,  but  of  defpair, 
feemed  dilfufed  over  her  countenance.  De- 
metrius endeavoured  to  foothe  and  reaflure 
her  :  tears  ftole  down  her  cheeks,  which 
at  firfl  he  attempted  not  to  check,  aware 
that  her  feelings  might  be  relieved  by  their 
indulgence;  finding,  however,  that  her 
grief  appeared  rather  to  increafe  than  to 
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abate,  he  at  length  faid,  "  Encreafe  not, 
"  Marina,  I  implore  you,  encreafe  not,  by 
"  this  dreadful  anguifh,  the  fufFerings  I  al- 
'^  ready  endure  from  the  reproaches  of  my 
"  own  heart.  Yes !  I  have  erred, — greatly, 
"  fatally  erred, — in  not  having  informed 
"  you,  before  I  invited  you  to  abandon 
"  your  own  fmiling  and  peaceful  land,  of 
*'  the  character  of  that  race  you  were  about 
"  to  encounter,  of  the  peculiar  circum- 
"  fiances ." 

He  paufed  abruptly,  arofe,  and  paced  the . 
room  with  rapid  fteps. 

"  At  prefent,"  faid  Marina,  in  a  low 
and  trembling  voice,  "  at  prefent,  all  con- 
"  cealment  is  in  vain.  I  know  what  I  have 
"  to  apprehend,  the  Princefs  Irene  is  def- 
"  tined" — To  fhare  your  throne- — fhe 
would  have  faid,  but  fhe  could  not  give 
language  to  an  idea  fo  dreadful;  and  a  more 
deadly  palenefs  overfpread  her  feature?,  as 
her  eyes,  fixed  on  Demetrius,  feemed  to 
demand  an  acquiefcence  or  denial  of  the 
implied  queflion. 
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*'  The  Pi^ncefs  Irene,  deflined  to  fupply 
'*  the  place  of  Marina  !"  exclaimed  Deme- 
trius, his  whole  form  dilating  with  the  in- 
dignation which  fwelled  his  breaft,  "  def- 
'*  tincd  ! — and  by  whom  dcftined  ?  by  thofe 
*^  lubjeds  who  have  vowed  allegiance  to 
"  my  will  ;  by  thofe  fubjecls  who,  free  to 
"  feleft  the  objecls  of  their  love,  would 
"  yet  deny  that  freedom  to  their  Czar.  I 
"  thank  you  for  having  reminded  me  of  a 
'^  prefumption  which  I  will  not  long  delay 
"  to  punilh." 

He  advanced  haftily  towards  the  door 
of  the  apartment.  Marina  inexpreffibly 
alarmed,  endeavoured  to  detain  him. 

'•  Demetrius,"  fhe  faid,  "  I  implore 
you,  by  that  regard  you  at^ach  to  my 
prefent  peace,  my  future  happinefs,  to 
forego  your  intention.  Think,  oh,  think  ! 
if  the  hatred  of  your  people  be  already 
excited  againft  me,  how  dreadfully  it 
will  be  encreafed  by  your  refentment  of 
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*'*  Hatred  of  thee  !**    exclaimed  Deme- 
trius, as  he  gazed  upon  her  foft  and  plead- 
ing looks,  her  beautiful  figure,  as  her  gentle 
accents  (till  dwelt  upon  his  ear,  and  he  felt 
as  if  love  alone  could  be  infpired  by  fuch  a 
being.     At   this   moment    Count  Wiefno- 
vitfki   entered   the  apartment.      He  came 
for  the  purpofe  of  defiring  the  Czar  to  af- 
femble  his  council,  in  order  to  revoke  fyne 
late  edi«5iS5  which  had  in  efFedt  been  the 
original  incitement  of  the  popular  difcon- 
tent;  but  having  been  erroneoufly  or  malig- 
nantly attributed  to  the  Poles,  had  given  a 
different  diredion  to  their  indignation,  and 
occafioned  the  late  tumult,  which  the  Count 
afferted,  though  for  the  time  fupprefTed,  re- 
quired   but  a  breath  to   revive  in  all  its 
violence. 

*'  Never,'*  replied  Demetrius,  "  can  I 
'*  comply  with  your  requefl.  Conceflions 
"  made  through  fear  excite  contempt,  in- 
"  ftead  of  infpiring  gratitude." 

**  Too  long,"    rejoined  Count  Wiefno- 

vitfki  in  a  grave  and  determined  ton^,  "  too 
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"  long  have  I  delayed  reminding  the  Czar 
**  of  Ruflia,  of  the  voluntary  promife  made 
"  by  the  Prince  Demetrius,  that  the  friend 
"  of  his  heart  (hould  ever  be  the  counfellor 
*'  of  his  reafon.  Recoiled,  that  no  am- 
"  bitious  hopes  miflead,  no  enthufiafm 
*'  dazzles,  no  prejudice  intercepts  my  pre- 
*'  fent  views  :  I  comprehend,  I  refpeft,  and 
*'  I  admire  the  enlightened  plans  you  have 
**  conceived  for  the  welfare  of  your  peo- 
*'  pie ;  but  thofe  plans  are  adapted  to  beings 
"  of  higher  faculties  and  clearer  difcrimi- 
*'  nation,  than  man,  in  a  colledive  ftate,  has 
*'  ever  yet  polfeffed.  You  wifh  your  fub- 
"  jedts  to  be  influenced  by  reafon,  not 
''  guided  by  prejudice  ;  but  how  impoffible 
"  is  it  to  realize  fuch  a  wifh !  Prefent  truth 
*'  before  their  eyes  ;  they  will  yet  behold 
*'  it  through  the  medium  of  paffion  and  of 
"  prejudice." 

Perceiving  that  Demetrius  liflened  to  him 
with  impatience,  the  Count  proceeded, 
"  Refigning  for  the  prefent  all  attempts  to 
<«  convince^  let  me  endeavour  to  perfuade  ; 
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**  let  me  awaken  your  feelings.  Behold 
"  the  fufferings  of  her  who  is  dear  to  you 
"  as  your  own  exiftence :  ft  remains  with 
"  yourfelf  to  encreafe  or  to  alleviate  thefe 
"  fufferings,  by  appeafmg  the  popular  dif- 
"  content,  qr  braving  its  fury." 

Marina  now  joined  her  entreaties  to  thofe 
of  the  Count,  and  Demetrius  at  length  de- 
parted, rather  perfuaded  by  their  wifhes, 
than  convinced  by  their  arguments,  to  con- 
voke the  Ruffian  nobility,  and  endeavour  to 
appeafe  thofe  grievances  of  which  the  people 
complained. 

Marina,  when  alone,  felt  in  all  its  ex- 
tent the  horrors  of  her  fituation.  Re- 
moved from  her  native  land,  from  her  af- 
fectionate friends,  from  her  tender  pa- 
rent, furrounded  by  thofe  who  wifhed  her 
deftru6lion,  the  caufe  of  popular  odium  to 
her  beloved  Demetrius  ! — She  fhuddered  at 
each  painful  retrofpect.  A  high-wrought 
ftate  of  feeling,  a  tenfion  of  the  mind,  were 
particularly  oppreffive  to  her  gay  and  gen- 
tle nature.  Some  characters,  pofleffing  a 
G  3  certain 
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certain  capacity  of  refifling  the  attacks  of 
misfortune,  alTume  with  comparative  eafe  a 
military  attitude  of  mind  ;  and  the  felf-ap- 
plaufe  attending  this  conftious  fortitude,  in 
fome  degree,  leffens  the  poignancy  of  their 
fufFerings.  But  Marina  felt  not  this  r€- 
fource  from  the  forrows  which  aifailed  her. 
From  infancy  idolifed  by  her  parent,  be- 
loved by  all  who  furrounded  her,  accuftom- 
ed  only  to  repofe  beneath  the  fhades  of  con- 
tent, or  fmile  amidfi:  the  bowers  of  mirth, 
how  new  and  how  painful  was  the  conflict 
of  oppofmg  feelings,  which  now  ftruggled 
in  her  bread !  To  fecure  the  happinefs  of 
Demetrius  at  every  hazard,  at  every  facri- 
fice,  was  the  only  determination  which  re- 
tained permanent  pofleflion  of  her  mind. 
Every  other  thought  was  undefined,  every 
other  refolution  fludluating.  Sometimes 
the  idea  of  withdrawing  fecretly  from  Ruf- 
fia,  that  Demetrius  might  comply  with  the 
"wifhes  of  his  fubje<^s,  and  efpoufe  the  Prin- 
cefs  Irene,  prefented  itfelf  to  her  imagina- 
tion 5  but  the  dreadful  pang,  the  (hudder- 
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ing  fenfation,  which  accompanied  its  fug- 
geilion,  feemed  to  forbid  the  poffibility  of 
its  execution.  Surely,  fuch  a  facrifice  would 
never  be  required  from  her!  No,  by  gentler 
means  tranquillity  might  yet  be  reftored  ! 
She  might  yet  be  bled  in  the  happinefs  of 
Demetrius,  and  in  the  love  of  his  people  ! 
A  tranfitory  calm  fucceeded  the  firfl  tumult 
of  her  feelings  ; — one  of  thofe  delufive 
calms  which,  in  the  midfl  of  impending 
dangers,  the  heart  creates,  even  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  reafon.  This  is  never  fo  power- 
fully experienced  as  when  the  misfortune 
which  menaces  us  is  fo  immenfe,  that  we 
feel  the  utter  annihilation  of  our  happinefs 
would  attend  it.  It  appears  impoflible  that 
the  God. of  goodnefs  could  have  created, 
only  to  plunge  us  into  irremediable  mifery  ; 
that  he  fliould  have  held  out  to  us  a  view 
of  happinefs,  only  to  exclude  it  for  ever 
from  our  profped.  It  is  impoflible,  we 
fondly  and  fervently  repeat,  while  our  ter- 
rors are  lulled  for  awhile  into  ftrange  and 
tranfitory  confidence. 
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CHAP,  VII. 

"  His  nature  is  too  noble  for  the  world. 

"  He  would  not  flatter  Neptune  for  his  irid-nt, 

"  Or  Jove  for's  power  to  thunder:   his  heart's  his  mouth. 

•*  What  his  bread  forges,  that  his  tongue  muft  vent, 

•♦  And  being  angry,  does  forget  that  ever 

"  He  heard  the  name  of  death." 

Coticlaniis, 

"  Whither  (hould  I  fly  ? 
<•  I  have  done  no  harm.     But  I  remember  now 
•*  I  am  in  this  earthly  world  ;  where  to  do  harm 
"  la  often  laudable  ;  to  do  good  fomeiimes 
"  Accounted  dangerous  folly.    Why  then,  alas ! 
*•  Do  I  put  up  that  womanly  defence  ; 
"  To  fay,  I  have  done  no  barm  ?" 

Macbeth, 

T^EMETRIUS  having  convened  the  no- 
bles,  now  aflembled  in  Mofcow,  de- 
manded from  them  the  caufe  of  the  popular 
difcontent,  as  he  could  not  redrefs  the 
grievances  complained  of,  unlefs  acquainted 
with  their  nature.  Some  inconveniences  re- 
fulting  from  his  late  decrees  were  enumera- 
ted, which  he  confented  to  remedy.  Other 
objeds  of  more  importance  were  then  dif- 
cuffed  ;  and  Count  Wiefnoviifki  beheld  with 
alarm,  Prince  VafTili,  with  fatisfadion,  and 
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the  Ruffians,  with  indignation,  the  half- 
contemptuous  fmile  with  which  Demetrius 
attended  to  the  trivial  objedions,  the  un- 
meaning remarks  of  the  nobles,  and  the  de- 
cided tone  with  which  he  replied  to,  or  ob- 
viated  them. 

It  is  difficult,  moft  difficult,  for  a  haughty 
fpirit  to  bend  to  the  will  of  an  inferior ; — 
for  a  mind  of  higher  power  to  reduce  its 
conceptions  to  the  comprehenfion  of  medio- 
crity ; — for  a  giant  to  accommodate  himfelf 
to  the  pace  of  a  dwarf.  Notwithftanding 
the  late  advice  of  his  friend,  Demetrius  found 
it  impoffible  to  conceal  his  indignation,  when 
he  heard  thofe  plans  which  he  had  devifed, 
thofe  regulations  which  he  ehad  introduced, 
regarded  as  ufelefs,  or  condemned  as  facri- 
legious  ;  to  fupprefs  the  irritation  with  which 
he  encountered,  not  the  difpaffionate  re- 
monflrances  of  reafon,  but  the  clamorous  ex- 
'poftulations  of  prejudice.  All  attempt  to 
convince  appeared  vain,  and  Demetrius  was 
in  danger  of  being  induced  to  command. 
The  Czar's  genius,  though  infenfibly  felt, 
05  was 
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was  neither  fully  comprehended,  or  univer- 
fally  admitted,  by  his  fubjedls.  An  inferior 
mind  can,  in  facl,  never  acquire  a  juft  efti- 
mate  of  one  fuperior;  either  overwhelmed  by 
a  blind  fpecies  of  admiration,  it  fubmits  im- 
plicitly to  its  guidance,  or  vainly  feeking  to 
comprehend,  attempts  to  fcan  and  depreciate 
that  intelle<5l  which  it  cannot  grafp.  It  is  pro- 
bable, that  had  Demetrius  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  throne  of  his  anceftors,  the 
former  feeling  alone  would  have  been  expe- 
rienced towards  him  by  his  fubjecls ; — habi- 
tual reverence  for  his  perfon  would  have  ex- 
cited habitual  refpeft  for  his  underftanding. 
But  now,  when  the  Ruffians  recalled  the 
period  when  this  Czar,  all  fovereign  in  his 
commands,  all  haughty  in  his  deportment, 
had  been  regarded  as  a  pretender  merely  to 
that  throne  he  at  prefent  poflefled :  when  the 
moment  was  remembered  that  his  rights 
had  been  doubted,  his  claims  difputed,  not 
merely  by  others,  but  themfelves;  for- 
getting the  ftrong  evidence  in  favour  of 
thofe  rights,  the  fubfequent  acknowledg- 
ment 
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ment  of  thofe  claims,  by  that  ftrange  fluc- 
tuation of  opinion  to  which  mankind  are  ^ 
liable,  whofe  judgments  are  indeed  gene-  " 
rally  determined  rather  by  feeling,  than  rea- 
fon,  they  now  began  to  doubt  the  imperial 
lineage  of  him  they  had  fo  lately  faluted  as 
their  Czar.  '^  Can  he  be  the  fon  of  Ivan, 
*'  who  deviates  from  all  his  pradices  ?  Can. 
"  he  be  defcended  from  the  ancient  fove- 
**  reigns  of  his  country,  who  difplays  fuch 
*'  a  contempt  for  its  ufages  ?"  Thefe  dan- 
gerous queftions  were  whifpered  around  and 
propagated  by  Prince  Vaffili  and  his  ad- 
herents. 

Demetrius,  however,  wholly  unconfcious 
of  them,  undaunted,  unappalled,  purfued 
his  career ;  and  when  fome  of  the  Boyards 
dared  again  to  intimate  their  difapproba- 
tion  of  his  union  with  the  Princefs  of  Sen- 
domir,  fcarcely  deigning  to  afford  them  a 
reply,  he  prepared  to  quit  the  hall  of  coun- 
cil. In  vain  Count  Wiefnovitfki  fought  to 
retain  him,  or  conciliate  the  Ruffians.  His 
firm  yet  gentle  manner,  the  patience  with 
G  6  which 
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which  he  encountered  error,  the  perfeve- 
rance  with  which  he  endeavoured  to  remove 
it,  would,  in  any  other  than  himfelf,  have 
produced  the  elFecl  he  defired.  But  he 
was  a  native  of  Poland,  he  was  alfo  the 
friend,  the  favourite  of  Demetrius ;  and 
either  of  thefe  caufes  would  have  rendered 
them  infenfible  to  his  reafons  or  his  merits. 
The  aflembly  feparated  with  mutual  diffatif- 
fadion.  The  murmurs  of  the  people  were, 
however,  for  a  time  appeafed  by  the  Czar's 
revocation  of  thofe  edidls  which  had  been 
particularly  odious  to  them. 

Pnnce  VafTiii  had  abfented  himfelf  from 
Mofcow  for  fome  days,  and,  notwithftand- 
ing  a  fummons  from  Demetrius  to  return 
to  it,  had  excufed  himfelf  from  obeying  the 
commands  of  his  fovcreign,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  indifpolition.  Several  of  the  Boy- 
ards  alfo  retired  to  their  lands  in  the  refpec- 
tive  provinces  ;  thus  filently  exprefling  their 
difapprobation  of  their  Czar's  conduct  and 
intended  alliance.  Demetrius,  who  had  now 
been  rendered  fufpicious  of  his  fubjeds, 

placed 
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placed  a  guard  of  Poles  about  his  own  per- 
fon,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Princefs,  and  dif- 
patched  a  mefTenger  to  the  Hetman  Ko- 
fanka,  commanding  him  to  condud  his  faith- 
ful troops  to  the  capital. 

After  taking  thefe  precautions,  the  Czar 
repaired  to  the  palace  of  the  Princefs  ;  the 
gay  and  animated  afped  he  affumed,  might 
have  deceived  Marina  into  a  belief  that  the 
difcuffion  in  the  council  had  terminated 
fatisfaclorily,  had  flie  not  remarked  that 
the  countenance  of  his  friend,  that  coun- 
tenance which  fhe  had  been  accuftomed  to 
behold  ever  fmiling  or  fcrene,  was  now 
gloomy  and  diflurbed.  The  compafiionate 
glances,  with  which  the  Count  occalionally 
regarded  her,  were  inexpreffibly  painful. 
They  forced  upon  her  mind  the  confciouf. 
nefs  of  thofe  misfortunes  fhe  had  endea- 
voured to  forget.  She  imagined  alfo  that 
he  appeared  anxious  to  addrefs  her,  un- 
obferved  by  Demetrius ;  and  a  vague  fpe- 
cies  of  apprehenfion  prevented  her  from 
affording  him  the  opportunity  he  apparently 

defired. 
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defired.  She  felt  as  if  his  calm  and  clear 
reprefentations  would  in  a  moment  difTolve 
thofe  dclufive  dreams  of  happinefs  in  which 
{he  had  fought  to  involve  herfelf ;  and  in 
order  to  avoid  encountering  even  his  re- 
gard, fhe  attempted  to  converfe  with  De- 
metrius and  the  Polifh  nobles,  who  had  ac- 
companied him ;  vain  however  was  the 
attempt.  She  made  the  mod  unmeaning 
enquiries, — returned  the  mod  oppofite  an- 
fwers  to  thofe  demanded  of  her, — paufed 
fuddenly  in  the  midft  of  a  remark, — and 
then  perceiving  her  error,  endeavoured,  by 
afTuming  an  air  of  gaiety  and  rallying  her 
own  abflradion,  to  conceal  the  caufe  from 
whence  it  fprang.  Neither  Demetrius  or 
the  Count  were,  however,  thus  eafily  de- 
ceived. They  both  beheld  her  fufferings ; 
the  former  with  anguifh  and  humiliation, 
the  latter  with  the  deeped  compaflion.  The 
Princefs  now  reminding  Demetrius  of  the 
promife  he  had  made  the  Czarina  to  re- 
vifit  her,  entreated  him  to  fulfil  it ;  and, 
anxious  to  atone  for  the  momentary  warmth 

he 
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he  had  betrayed  in  their  late  interview,  he 
complied  with  Marina's  requeft,  although 
he  dreaded  a  repetition  of  the  fcene  which 
had  then  enfued. 

•  Count  Wiefnovitfki,  perceiving  Marina's 
difinclination  to  afford  him  an  opportunity 
of  addreffing  her,  determined  for  the  pre- 
fent  to  delay  fpeaking  to  her  on  a  fubjed 
which  he  judged,  from  the  apparent  flate 
of  her  mind,  flie  would  be  ill  calculated  to 
difcufs  :  he  therefore  quitted  her  prefence, 
accompanied  by  the  Polifli  nobles :  and 
Marina  once  more  found  herfelf  alone.  — 
All  the  contending  emotions,  all  the  fluc^ 
tuating  opinions,  all  the  agonizing  druggies, 
which  fhe  had  fo  recently  experienced, 
were  again  endured  by  the  Princefs,  en- 
creafed  too  by  a  fenfe  of  felf-reproach  for 
the  weaknefs  fhe  had  difplayed  in  fhrinking 
from  the  communications  of  the  Count. 
She  now  beheved  that  any  pofitive  mifery 
would  be  more  fupportable  than  the  dread- 
ful alternations  of  feeling  fhe  endured  ;  and 

fhe 
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fhe  determined  to  feek  that  interview  (lie 
had  fo  lately  avoided. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  day,  as  the 
Princefs  was  (lationed  at  an  open  balcony, 
watching  the  defcent  of  that  fun,  uhofe 
rife  fhe  had  beheld  with  fuch  far  different 
emotions,  a  few  notes  of  a  national  air, 
hummed  carelefsly  by  one  of  the  Polifh 
guards,  ftruck  upon  her  ear,  and  pene- 
trated her  heart.  The  accidental  recur- 
rence of  a  well-known  tune  often  recals  a 
vague  remembrance  of  our  feelings,  without 
any  recoUedlion  of  the  time  or  fituation 
when  lafl  it  caught  our  attention ;  it 
awakens  the  memory  of  fenfation,  rather 
than  of  circumfiiance.  The  lall  time  that 
Marina  had  liftened  to  this  fi mple  air  had 
been  during  the  recovery  of  Demetrius, 
when,  though  (till  feeble  from  his  recent 
illnefs,  (he  had  conduced  him  to  the  gar- 
dens of  the  palace  of  Sendomir.  The 
emotions  of  love,  (of  love  foftened  by  com- 
paflion,  though  not  embittered  by  appre- 
henfion,)  of  peace,  and  fecurity,  which  fhe 

then 
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then  experienced,  were  now  fuddenly'  re- 
called, and  forcibly  contrafted  with  the 
tumultuous  feelings,  the  terrors,  the  appre- 
henfions,  which  now  inhabited  her  bread. 
Painful,  moft  painful  was  the  contrafl; ! 
and  the  tears,  which  flole  unheeded  down 
her  cheeks,  difcovered  that  it  was  felt  in  all 
its  bitternefs. 

The  Princefs  had  remained  for  fome 
moments  wholly  abforbed  by  the  painful 
emotions  to  which  the  Polifh  air  had  given 
birth,  when  the  unexpected  entrance  of  a 
female,  whofe  face  and  form  were  wholly 
concealed  from  her  view,  aroufed  her  fronx 
her  reverie.  She  advanced  towards  the 
ftranger,  who,  throwing  afide  the  veil  which 
Ihaded  her,  difcovered  the  countenance  of 
the  Czarina  Feodorofna. 

Marina  ftarted  —  no  thrill  of  pleafure  at 
beholding  the  mother  of  Demetrius,  but  a 
fudden  dread,  a  chilling  apprehenfion,  feized 
on  her  heart,  as  fhe  gazed  on  her  pallid 
countenance,  whofe  expreflion  feemed  to 
forebode   fome   fearful   communication. — 

The 
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The  Czarina,  after  a  paufe,  in  which  fjie 
appeared  endeavouring  to  colle£l  her  ideas, 
and  command  her  feehngs,  in  accents 
tremulous  yet  imprefTive,  thus  addrefled 
Marina. 

"  Princefs  of  Sendomir  !  you  now  be- 
*'  hold  before  you  a  being,  whofe  whole  of 
"  earthly  happinefs  depends  upon  yourfelf : 
"  a  mother Tupplicating  for  the  life  of  her 
"  fon,  of  that  fon,  for  whofe  prefervatioa 
"  fhe  once  defied  a  tyrant's  rage,  for  whom 
*'  &ie  has  endured  whole  years  of  bondage. 
**  On  you,  on  you  alone  depends,  whether  Ihe 
*'  fhall  have  fuffered  in  vain ;  whether  fhe 
"  Ihall  yet  behold  that  life,  for  which  fiie 
"  has  hazarded  her  own,  facrificed  to  the 
*'  fury  of  a  mifguided  multitude  ;  or  be- 
*•  hold  it  preferved — a  blefling  to  herfelf  and 
"  to  her  country — "  She  paufed,  but 
received  no  reply  from  the  Princefs. 

An  opprefTive  conviction  of  all  the  mifery 
which  awaited  her,  a  fenfation  of  refent- 
ment,  which  ihe  found  it  impoflible  to  re- 
prefs,  llruggled  in  her  bread,  and  impeded 

5  her 
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her   replying    to    an    addrefs    which    had 
wounded  every  feeling  of  her  heai't. 

I'he   Czarina,  regarding   this  filence  as 
unfavourable  to  her  v;ifhes,  refumed, 

"  Although  aware  that  the  flop  which 
"  maternal  affedion  has  induced  me  to 
"  adopt,  would  expofe  me,  if  difcovered, 
*^  to  the  everlafting  indignation  of  him  for 
"  whom  it  was  taken,  yet  even  the  dread 
"  of  this  indignation  cannot  prevent  me 
"  from  repeating -my  requefl;  repeating  it 
*'  with  the  urgency  of  one  who  pleads  for 
*'  more  than  life.  The  firll  moment  that 
*'  beholds  a  foreign  Princefs  united  to  a 
*'  Czar  of  Ruflia,  beholds  his  deftrudion." 

She  then  prefented  to  the  Princefs  feveral 
letters  addreiTed  to  herfelf  from  the  principal 
nobles  of  the  empire,  exprefling  the  univer- 
fal  difcontent,  which  prevailed  throughout 
the  nation,  at  the  profpedl  of  their  Czar's 
approaching  union,  and  containing  feveral 
alarn^ing  intimations  refpedling  the  danger 
to  which  its  fulfilment  would  expofe  him. 
The  hateful  characters  were  difcerned  for  a 

moment. 
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moment,  but  then  feemed  to  float  before 
the  eyes  of  Marina.  A  ficknefs  at  her 
heart,  a  confufion  of  thought,  a  dimnefs  of 
fight,  feized  on  her  faculties  :  the  letters 
fell  from  her  hands,  and  fhe  funk  fenfelefs 
on  her  feat. 

The  Czarina,  roufed  to  a  fenfe  of  the 
harflmefs  with  which  fhe  had  conduced  her- 
felf  towards  the  Princefs,  endeavoured  to 
atone  for  it  by  the  tender  afliduity  with 
which  fhe  fought,  to  reftore  her  to  recollec- 
tion. She  at  length  fucceeded ;  but  the 
death-Hke  palenefs  of  her  countenance,  her 
quivering  lips,  the  convulfive  fhudderings 
which  fometimes  pafTed  acrofs  her  frame, 
fufEciently  betrayed  the  anguifh  fhe  endured. 
The  Czarina  addreffed  fome  confolatory  ex- 
prefTions  to  her  :  but  Marina,  fcarcely 
aware  of  her  prefence,  prefTed  her  hand 
alternately  to  her  burning  temples,  or  her 
throbbing  heart,  as  if  to  deaden  her  op- 
preiTive  fenfe  of  exiflence.  Suddenly  re- 
coUeding  the  Czarina's  prefence,  fhe  en- 
deavoured   to    acquire    more   compofure. 

''  Leave 
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'*  Leave  me,  Madam,"  fhe  fald,  "  for  my 
*'  fake,  for  you^  own,  leave  me.  Fear  not 
*'  for  my  future  conduct  —  fear  not  that 
"  any  weaknefs  of  mine  (hall  endanger 
"  that  life,  not  more  precious  to  you  than 
*^  to  myfelf.  Yes  I"  fhe  added,  with  an  air 
of  bitternefs,  "  yes,  I  will  haften  to  aban- 
**  don  this  country,  where  firft  I  knew 
*'  misfortune; — where  firfl  the  voice  of  un- 
"  kindnefs  greeted  mine  ear  ; — where  firfl: 
"  I  found  myfelf  an  objed  of  averfion.'^ 

The  mind,  the  manner,  the  exprefTion 
of  Marina,  feemed  to  have  undergone  a 
total,  though  temporary,  revolution.  That 
meek  and  gentle  fpirit  which  bowed  to  the 
will  of  affedion,  rofev/ith  a  feeling  of  proud 
refentment  againfl:  this  unmerited  perfecu- 
tion — refentment  which  extended  to  the 
Czarina.  The  enthufiaftic  fondnefs  with 
which  fhe  had  ever  dwelt  on  the  idea  of  the 
mother  of  Demetrius  ;  the  compaffion  with 
which  fhe  had  regarded  her  fufferings  ;  the 
delight  with  which  flie  had  anticipated  the 
moment,  when  her  attentions  might  contri- 
bute 
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bute  to  repay  them  ;  all  rj'.flied  upon  her 
ir^emory,  and  gave  an  appearance  of  ingra- 
titude to  the  condu6l  of  the  Czarina. 

Oh,  furely!  that  dodrine  is  a  not  juft  one 
which  teaches,  that  adverfity  is  more  favor- 
able than  profperity  to  the  culture  of  virtu- 
ous  emotions.       Mifery  is  felfifli  and  un- 
focial :  How  can  a  being  whole  foul  is  tor- 
tured with  agony,  racked  with  fufpenfe,  or 
finking  beneath  .the  preffure  of  reiterated 
fuiferings,  experience  a  tender  regard  for 
the   feelings    of    others,    minifter  to    their 
wants,  or  look  around  for  objeds  of  fympa- 
thy  and  benevolence  !    No,  it  is  in  the  fmi- 
ling  period  of  life  that  the  human  character 
puts  on  its  fairefl  afped  :  the  heart  dilates 
with  happincfs,  and  longs  to  communicate 
to  others  the  treafures  it  contains ;  for  while 
mifery  engrofles  every   faculty  and  every 
feeling,  no  degree  of  happinefs  thus  totally 
abforbs  them ;  and  Heaven  feems  to  have 
impofed  upon  man,  as  the  only  means  of 
preferving   or   increafing  his  own  felicity, 
the  neceffity  of  diffufmg  it  around  him. 

The 
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The    anxiety    of  the  Czarina    for  the 
fafety  of  Demetrius,  the  agony  of  Marina  at 
the  idea  of  abandoning  him^  had  rendered 
ea,ch  mutually  infenfible  to  the  fufferings  of 
the  other :  but  now,  when  the  afTurance  of 
the   Princefs  had  calmed  the  apprehenfions 
of  the  Czarina  ;  when  her  own  fufferings 
were  abated  ;  fhe  could  feel  for  thofe,  of 
Marina.     She  addrelTed  her  with  tendernefs, 
file  forbore  all  allufion  to  her  pad  alarms, 
and   fpoke    alone   of  her   anxiety   for  the 
mutual  happinefs  of  the  Princefs  and  her 
fon.    "Happinefs  I"  repeated  Marina,  with 
a   bitter  fmile.      The  Czarina  was  filent. 
She  wifhed   to   learn  the  intentions  of  the 
Princefs  refpefting  her  departure,  and  the 
conduft  fhe  meant  to  purfue  towards  Deme- 
trius; but  that  powerful  apprehenfion  which 
had  given  a  temporary  ftimulus  to  her  ufual 
timid  character  no  longer  exifted,  and  with 
it,  fled  the  courage  which  had  accompanied 
it.     As  her  enthufiafm  decreafed,  her  feel- 
ings became  yet  more  embarrafled;   and  ob- 
ferving     that   Marina    (whofe   fixed  gaze 

feemed 
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feemeJ  to  denote  her  unconfcious  of  all 
around  her)  did  not  attempt  to  re-addrefs 
her,  ihe  determined  to  depart.  She  ap- 
proached the  Princefs. 

*'  In  entire  reliance  on  the  alTurance  you 
"  have  made,"  (he  began,  but  Marina 
rapidly  interrupted  her. 

"  Yes,  Madam  !  in  entire  reliance  upon 
*'  that  aiTurance,  depart  in  peace, — depart  in 
''  confidence,  that  the  clofe  of  another  day 
"  fliall  not  behold  me  an  inhabitant  of 
''  Mofcow." 

The  fufFocating.  figh  which  burft  from 
her  lips  as  fhe  concluded  this  fentence 
excited  the  compaflion  of  the  Czarina  ;  but 
when  fhe  attempted  to  exprefs  it,  the  coun- 
tenance of  Marina  afTumedan  inflant,  though 
evidently  forced,  compofure.  She  feemed  to 
dread  any  exprefTion  of  commiferation  for 
fufFerings  from  her  who  had  been  their 
immediate  origin  ;  flie  feemed  to  dread  being 
deprived  of  the  right  to  experience  a  refent- 
ment,  which  prefented  her  with  an  external 
objed:  on  which  the  dreadful  irritation  of 
her  feelings  might  be  expended. 

The 
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The  Czarina,  perceiving  the  impatience 
with  which  fhe  liftened  to  her,  advanced  to 
the  door  of  the  apartment ;  then  paufing, 
before  fhe  finally  quitted  it, 

"  Princefs  of  Sendomir,"  fhe  faid,  "  when 
"  you  learn  the  nature  of  a  mother's  love, 
"  you  will  alfo  learn  to  pardon  the  efFedts 
"  of  a  mother's  anxiety/* 

She  difappeared,  before  Marina,  whofe 
feelings  were  foftened  by  this  appeal,  was 
enabled  to  reply  to  it,  and  fhe  again 
found  herfelf  abandoned  to  folitude  and  to 
fufFering. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

"  Still  the  more 
«  I  poured  my  fondnefs,  Hill  the  more  diftrefled 
"  She  feemed,  and  turning  from  my  render  gaze, 
"  The  copious  fliower  ftoledovvn  her  troubled  check 
•*  As  if  (he  pitied  thefe  my  blind  endearments 
•*  And  in  her  bread  lome  horrid  lecret  iwell'd." 

Thompson's  Agamemnoni 

''pHE  ftate  of  Marina's  feelings  rendered 
all  attempts  at  refleding  on  the  fchemes 
fhe  was  now  to  purfue  impoffible.  The 
only  idea  that  fuggefled  itfelf,  was  that  of 
entreating  the  advice  and  afliftance  of  Count 
WiefnovitfKi.  She  felt,  however,  her  in- 
ability to  enter  perfonally  on  the  painful 
topic,  and  determined  to  explain  to  him,  by 
letter,  fome  of  the  circumftances  (but  not 
the '  interference  of  the  Czarina)  that  had 
determined  her  to  adopt  a  rcfolution,  which 
flie  required  his  afliftance  to  carry  into 
effea.    ; 

She 
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She  cntrufied  this  letter  to  a  faithful 
attendant,  and  awaited  its  reply  with  the 
utmofl:  anxiety.  A  fecret  hope  that  the 
Count  would  difapprove  of  her  intentions, 
and  fuggefl  meafures  by  which  it  might  be 
avoided,  fupported  her  courage  ;  and  when 
his  anfwer  was  delivered  to  her,  fhe  felt 
as  if  on  its  contents  her  future  happinefs 
depended. 

How  great  was  her  defpair  to  find  that  the 
Count  not  only  approved  of  her  intended 
.  departure;  but  that  he  had  himfelf  been  anxious 
to  fuggefl  it  to  her,  as  the  only  meafure 
which  could  fecure  the  fafety  of  Demetrius 
or  herfelf.  He  likewife  fignified  his  intention, 
of  accompanying  her  into  Poland.  *'  The 
"  RuiTians,"  continued  he,  "  are  jealous 
"  of  the  favour  difplayed  by  the  Czar  to- 
"  wards  the  Poles,  and  I,  as  the  principal 
*'  object  of  this  favour,  am  the  principal 
*'  objed  of  an  indignation,  which  my  tem- 
"  porary  ab fence  may  fubdue.  The  greatefl 
"  apprehenfion  I  entertain  is  that  the  natural 
"  impetuofity  of  the  Czar's  temper  will  be 
H  2  "  ftrongly 
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«'  ftrongly  excited,  when  he  is  firfl  made 
**^  acquainted  with  your  departure.  To 
"  obviate  the  evil  effects  which  might  arife 
*^  from  its  abrupt  difclofure,  it  will  be  re- 
*^  quifite  for  Your  liighnefs  to  addrefs  him 
"  by  letter,  and  explain  the  motives  which 
"  have  occafioned  your  departure,  and  even 
"  to  allude  to  the  poflibility  that  it  may  not 
"  be  final ;  although  I  am  too  fatally  aware 
"  of  the  inveteracy  of  the  Ruffian  preju- 
**  dices,  to  fuppofe  it  can  be  otherwife." — 
The  Count  then  proceeded  to  mention  fome 
of  the  precautions  he  fhould  take  to  avoid  a 
premature  difcovery  of  their  intentions. 
Every  arrangement,  he  faid,  would  be  com- 
pleted by  the  clofe  of  the  enfuing  day,  when 
he  advifed  that  their  propofed  departure 
fhould  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  decifi  ve  fly  le  of  this  letter,  and  the  rapid 
arrangements  making  for  her  departure, 
feemed,tothemind  of  thePrincefs,  as  thefeal 
of  her  fate.  There  are  moments  of  our  lives 
when  the  ftupendousand  adual  mifery  which 
affails  us  forbids  any  addition  of  that  which  is 

imaginary  ; 
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imaginary;  forbids  either  ret  rofpedion  or  an- 
ticipation: theprefent, — the  dreadful  prefent 
occupies  every  thought,  every  fenfe,  and 
chains  down  the  foul  to  its  contemplation. 
It  is  fortunate  that  nature  has  thus  deftined  ^ 
it.  The  mind  could  not  endure  more  than 
a  certain  portion  of  fuffering  ;  and  if  it  could 
glance  at  once  from  all  the  joys  it  has  loft, 
to  all  the  evils  it  has  to  brave  ;  if  imagination  , 
could  depi£t  all  the  circumftances  which 
might  attend  thofe  evils;  it  muft  fmk  beneath 
the  accumulated  preflure :  but  excefs  of 
grief  is  not  unfrequently  produdive  of  a  ftu- 
pefadion  of  the  faculties,  which  is  often 
attributed  by  others,  and  fometimes  by  our- 
felves,  to  a  fpecies  of  infenfibility.  Marina 
experienced  a  degree  of  aftonifhment  at  the 
calmnefs  with  which  fhe  felt  enabled  to 
make  the  neceffary  arrangements  for  her 
departure,  v/ith  which  fhe  delivered  her 
orders  to  her  confidential  attendants.  Fa- 
tigued in  body,  exhaufted  in  mind,  fhe  at 
length  flung  herfelf  upon  a  couch,  and, 
towards  the  approach  of  morning,  a  tranfient 
H  3  11  umber 
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il umber  fufpended  her  fenfe  of  exigence. 
She  awoke,  with  a  ftart  of  terror,  from  a 
frightful  dream  to  the  recoUedion  of  a£tual 
mifery  :  fhe  awoke  with  every  facuhy  more 
■;'ivid,  with  a  keener  fenfe  of  fuffering  from 
this  temporary  oblivion  of  it.  Dreadful  in- 
deed are  the  wakings  of  the  wretched  !  She 
was  informed  that  Count  Wiefnoviifki 
requefted  to  fee  her  j  and  as  (he  had  not 
difplaced  the  robe  (he  had  worn  on  the  pre- 
ceding  day,  fhe  was  foon  prepared  to  obey 
the  fummons.  Her  extreme  weaknefs 
obliged  her  to  lean  for  fupport  againfl  the 
baluftrades  as  ihe  quitted  her  apartment ; 
and  an  emotion  of  pleafure  mingled  with  her 
furprife  at  perceiving  it.  "  No!  I  fhall 
*'  never  furvive  this  feparation,''  flie  thought, 
—and  the  thought  was  a  confolatory  one. 

The  Count,  on  her  entrance,  approached, 
and,  taking  her  hand,  gazed  with  a  mix- 
ture of  refpedi:,  intereft,  and  compafTion 
upon  her  altered  countenance.  This  ex- 
preflion  of  fympathy  was  painful :  it  is  aU 
ways   fo   in  a  ftate   of  extreme  futfering. 

Marina 
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Marina  endeavoured   to  avoid  «4t,  by   en- 
quiring, in  an  abrupt  and  Imrried  manner, 
refpeding  the  arrangements  for  their  de- 
parture.    The  Count  informed  her  of  all 
his  proceedings  :  obferving  the  excefs  of  her 
agitation,   notwithftanding   the   efforts  flie 
made  to  conceal  it,  he  advifed  her  to  avoid 
again  feeing  Demetrius,  under  pretence  of 
indifpofition.     She  did  not  reply  to  this  fug- 
geftion;  (he  could  not. command  her  feel- 
ings fufficiently  to  mention  his  name ;  fhe 
could  not  engage  in  any  promife,  which  fhe 
might  be  compelled  to  break.     "  You  will 
*'  write— you  will  advife,"  fhe  faulteringly 
faid  :  "  Oh  !  do  not  abandon  him,  without 
"  fome  counfel,  fome  confolation!*' — "Reft 
"  affured,  deareft  lady,"  replied  the  Count, 
much  affeded,  "  that  all  it  is  in  my  power 
*'  to  effe(5t  will  be  attempted.     Oh  !   were 
"  there  any  other  remedy  than  this  fo  def- 
"  perate  one,  how  eagerly  would  I  embrace 
«  it  I" 

The  countenance  of  Marina  convincing 

him  flie  could  not  endure  to  hear  the  pain- 
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ful  fubjedt •alluded  to,  and  nothing  further 
remaining  to  be  difcufled,  he  quitted  her, 
after  appointing  the  hour  of  their  departure. 
When  the  Count  had  quitted  the  palace, 
Marina,  arming  herfelf  with  a  defperate 
fpecies  of  refolution,  engaged,  with  a  tremu- 
lous alacrity  of  manner,  in  the  preparations 
for  her  departure  :  flie  delivered  her  orders 
refpeding  it  with  rapidity  ;  (lie  entered  her- 
felf into  its  minute  arrangements  ;  but  fud- 
denly,  in  the  midft  of  this  apparent  eager- 
nefs,  (he  would  paufe,  place  herfelf  in  a 
feat,  while  her  abftraded  air  and  vacant  gaze 
evinced  her  wholly  infenfible  to  what  was 
paffing  around.  Thefe  fluduations  of  man- 
ner, perfedly  unintelligible  to  her  attend- 
ants, were  noticed  by  them  with  wonder  and 
curiofity. 

As  the  day  drew  towards  its  clofe,  Ma- 
rina's fufferings  increafed  :  flie  fliuddered  as 
(he  heard  the  departure  of  each  hour  pro- 
claimed by  the  tolling  of  bells,  as  fhe 
gazed  upon  the  fun,  now  verging  towards 
the  horizon.     Demetrius  had    frequently, 

during 
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during  the  courfe  of  the  day,  vifited 
the  abode  of  the  Princefs,  and  had  been 
urgent  in  his  requeft  (notwithftanding 
the  aflurance  he  received  of  her  indifpofi- 
tion)  of  being  admitted  to  an  interview. 
After  many  doubts,  and  much  hefitation, 
Marina  at  length  determined  to  comply 
with  his  wifhes.  She  perfuaded  herfelf 
that  fhe  adopted  this  refolution  in  order  to 
avoid  incurring  his  fufpicions.  She  was  not 
aware  that  it  was  the  impulfe  of  afFedion, 
and  not  the  inftigation  of  prudence,  which 
influenced  her  determination.  Shading 
her  face  by  a  veil,  in  order  to  conceal 
its  pallid  hue  and  agonized  expreflion,  fhe 
awaited,  with  apparent  calmnefs,  the  arri- 
val of  Demetrius :  yet,  when  fhe  heard  the 
founds  of  his  approaching  footfteps,  and 
the  tones  of  his  voice,  as  he  enquired  re- 
fpeding  her,  all  the  imprudence  fhe  had 
been  guilty  of,  in  according  this  interview, 
rudied  upon  her  mind.  For  one  moment 
fhe  thought  of  yet  avoiding  it,  and  at- 
tempted to  rife  from  the  couch,  but  an  over- . 
H  5  power- 
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powering  weaknefs  feemed  to  enchain  her 
to  it ;  and  the  next,  Demetrius  was  in  the 
apartment  with-  herfelf.  He  haftily  ad- 
vanced, and,  gazing  with  an  exprefTion  of 
the  utmoft  tendernefs  upon  her  reclining 
form,  and  paUid  countenance,  exclaimed, 
**  My  Marina  ! — my  beloved  Marina  !  why 
"  have  you  attempted  to  conceal  the  ex- 
^*  tent  of  your  ilinefs  ?  why  have  you  not 
''  allowed—'' 

She  interrupted  him  by  an  ailurance  that 
her  indifpofition  was  of  little  import,  and  re- 
pofe  alone  was  requifite  to  her  complete 
refloration.  Her  voice  was  fo  altered,  her 
manner  fo  reftrained,  her  countenance  fo 
ombarrailed,  that  Demetrius,  ftruck  with 
the  alteration,  fuddenly  retreated  fome  paces 
from  her,  while  ihe  deepeft  crimfon,  the 
mingled    hue  of    fhame,   refeutment,    and 

alarm,  ruflied  over  his  countenance.     An 

» 

jnftantaneous  idea  that  flie  wifhed  to  aban- 
don him,  prefented  itfelf  to  his  imagination. 
In  gloomy  filence  he  remained  gazing  upon 
that  face  of  matchlefs  beauty,  that  form  of 

perfetl 
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perfedl  fymmetry ;  and  thought  that  face 
and  form,  all  lovely  as  they  were,  rivalled 
by  the  mind  which  they  enfhrined :  that 
thought  renewed  his  confidence,  and  he 
felt  aifured  that  the  regards  of  fuch  a  mind, 
the  affedions  of  fuch  a  heart,  would  not  be 
attracted  or  repelled  by  external  circum- 
flances. 

Marina  had  been  too  much  occupied  by 
her  own  emotions  to  obferve  the  peculiar 
manner  of  Demetrius.  Once,  indeed,  fhe 
raifed  her  eyes  to  his  countenance,  but  the 
fight  of  his  noble  and  expreffive  features, 
the  idea  that  fhe  Ihould  behold  them  no 
more,  fuddenly  fuffufed  her  eyes  with  tears, 
and  prevented  her  from  longer  diftinguifh- 
ing  them.  Demetrius,  who  now  believed 
his  tranfitory  fufpicion  unjuft,  and  attributed 
her  apparent  fuffering  lo  bodily,  not  mental 
anguifh,  addrefled  her  in  the  moft  foothing 
accents,  entreated  her  to  retire  to  reft,  and 
declared  his  intention  o  feeking  the  aid  of 
thofe  better  (killed  than  himfelf  in  the 
means  of  reftoring  her  health.  Alarmed  at 
H  6  this 
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this  propofal,  Marina  eagerly  endeavoured 
to  detain  him.  Demetrius,  furprifed  at  the 
fudden  vehemence  of  her  manner,  complied 
V7ith  her  requeft,  but  on  condition  that  on 
the  morrow,  Ihould  her  indifpofition  con- 
tinue, fhe  would  confent  to  his  wifhes.  As 
he  pronounced  the  words  "  to-morrow/'  a 
fhuddering  fenfation  crept  over  her  frame ; 
yet,  when  he  forced  from  her  a  reludant 
confent  to  this  propofal,  a  burning  blufh 
fuffufed  her  countenance.  She  had  before 
felt  that  fhe  was  but  obeying  the  di£lates  of 
duty,  in  tearing  herfelf  from  Demetrius ; 
but  now,  a  doubt  arofe,  whether  the  difli- 
mulation  flie  was  guilty  of  were  not  in  itfelf 
a  fpecies  of  crime.  Her  heart  eagerly 
caught  at  fuch  a  fuggeftion,  and  for  a  mo- 
ment fhe  felt  tempted  to  reveal  her  intention 
to  Demetrius,  demand  his  forgivenefs  for 
having  dared  to  form  it,  and  abandon  her 
future  condu6l  wholly  to  his  guidance ;  when 
the  recolle6lion  of  her  promife  to  the 
Czarina,  with  a  thrill  of  agony,  darted 
acrofs  her  mind,  and  prevented  her  from 
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indulging  the  impulfe  of  inclination.  De- 
metrius, endeavouring  to  convince  himfelf 
that  repofe  indeed  was  alone  requifite  to  the 
refloration  of  Marina,  determined  to  quit 
her  prefence. 

The  Princefs  perceived  his  intention,  and 
excefs  of  fuffering  rendered  her  filent  and 
motionlefs.  With  apparent  calmnefs  (he 
heard  him  exprefs  his  tender  folicitude,  as 
he  bade  her  farewell ;  with  apparent  calm- 
nefs fhe  beheld  the  beams  of  love,—  love, 
now  foftened  by  compaffion,  in  his  eye,  felt 
the  preflure  of  his  hand  for  the  lafl:  time ; 
with  apparent  calmnefs  beheld  the  clofmg 
door  of  the  apartment  exclude  him  for  ever 
from  her  aching  gaze.  Yes  !  with  calmnefs 
fhe  endured  this  5 — but  it  was  the  calmnefs 
of  defpair. 

Her  fenfes  did  not  wholly  abandon  her ; 
but  the  impreffions  made  on  them  were 
vague  and  indiftind:.  Her  eye  perceived  no 
form  ;  her  ear  received  no  found  ;  fhe  heard 
not  the  rattling  of  the  carnage  wheels  which 
were  to  bear  her  far  away  from  Mofcow — 

from 
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from  happinefs  —  from  Demetrius.  She  per- 
ceived not  the  entrance  of  the  Count,  till  he 
approached  and  addreffed  her.  She  ftarted, 
gazed  on  him  at  firfl:  with  an  air  of  vacuity, 
then  fuddenly  her  expreflion  changed,  and 
a  flood  of  tears,  which  rolled  dovi^n  her 
cheeks,  relieved  Count  Wiefnovitfki  from 
the  apprehenfions  her  appearance  had  at 
firft  excited.  He  bore  her,  for  her  limbs 
refufed  to  afford  her  fupport,  to  the  carriage, 
and,  followed  by  her  female  attendants  in 
another,  and,  furrounded  by  a  numerous 
party  of  Poiifh  guards,  the  Count  and  Prin- 
cefs  departed  from  Mofcow. 

The  night  was  clear  and  calm,  and  when 
they  had  quitted  the  city,  and  rollci  over 
the  fpacious  plain,  fo  often  traverfed  under 
diiterent  circumflances,  no  found  inter- 
rupted the  Rilhiefs,  but  the  trampling  of  the 
cavalry,  as  they  rode  befide  the  carriage  ; 
no  words  were  exchans^ed  between  the 
horfemen,  nor  did  the  Count  attempt  to 
addrefs  the  Princefs,  whofe  deep  and 
frequent  fighs  alone  gave  token  of  her 
9  exiftence* 
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exiftence.  Count  Wiefhovltfki  had  been 
actuated  in  his  defire  of  removing  the  Prin- 
cefs  from  Mofcow  by  that  warm  and  difm- 
terefled  regard  which  ever  influenced  his 
condud  towards  his  friends.  He  was  aware 
that  the  reparation  between  Demetrius  and 
Marina  would  be  productive  of  prefent 
fufFering,  but  doubted  not  that  it  would  con- 
duce to  "their  ultimate  happinefs. 

The  letter  which  he  had  addreffed  to 
Demetrius  on  their  departure  (for  the  Prin- 
cefs  had  declared  herfelf  incapable  of  fol- 
lowing his  advice,  by  addreffing  him,  at  leaft 
for  the  prefent,)  explained,  in  the  cleareft 
manner,  the  neceffity  of  the  refolution 
which  the  Princefs  had  adopted.  It  in- 
formed him  of  feveral  circumftances  relative 
to  the  difcontent  of  his  fubj^ds,  with  which 
Demetrius  had  previoufly  been  unacquainted, 
and  it  reprefented,  in  the  ftrongefl  colours, 
thofe  which  he  had  hitherto  difregarded. 
His  whole  letter  breathed  the  tone  of  reafon, 
of  feeling,  and  of  friendfhip.  Impetuous  as 
he  knew  was  the  charader  of  Demetrius,  he 
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fcarcely  deemed  It  polTible  for  him  not  to 
acknowledge  the  judice  of  his  reprefenta- 
tions,  and  to  fubmit  to  a  fate  which  it  ap- 
peared impofhble  to  avoid. 

Count  Wiefnovitflii's  feelings  were  tender, 
rather  than  impetuous ;  the  impreffions 
made  on  them  were  durable,  rather  than 
acute :  befides  he  had  never  experienced 
any  attachment  more  ardent  than  friendlhip, 
and  could  only  form  a  vague  and  general 
idea  of  the  fufferings  their  feparation  occa- 
fioned  the  lovers  :  he  was  not  enabled  to 
follow  them  through  all  thofc  fliades  of 
feeling,  thofe  agonifmg  ftruggles  between 
reafon  and  inclination,  with  that  perfect 
fympathy  which  can  alone  be  beftowed  by 
one  who  has  experienced  forrows  fmiilar  to 
thofe  he  commiferates. 

Count  Wiefnovitfki,  however,  refpedled 
that  grief  whofe  extent  he  could  not  fully 
comprehend  ;  and  no  futile  attempts  at 
confolation,  no  cruel  endeavour  to  condemn 
the  feelings,  by  an  appeal  to  the  reafon, 
diflurbed  the  filent  anguifli  of  Marina, 
a  They 
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They  purfued  their  way  towards  the  frontiers 
with  the  utmoft  rapidity,  till  the  Count, 
alarmed  at  the  encreafmg  languor  of  the 
Princefs,  and  the  hedic  flufliings  which, 
palTing  acrofs  her  cheek,  left  it  more  deadly 
pale  than  before,  propofed  their  reding 
for  fome  hours  at  the  town  which  they 
were  then  approaching.  Too  languid 
and  indifferent  to  oppofe  this  fuggeflion, 
Marina  tacitly  confented  to  it,'  and  the  Polifh 
train  joyfully  obeyed  the  order  to  repofe 
themfelves  and  their  weary  courfers  at  the 
town  of  Polzon, 
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CHAP.  IX, 

"  For  I  cjiinot  be 
"  Mine  own  or  anything  to  auy,  if 
"  I  lie  not  thine ;  to  this  I  am  mod  conftant 
"  Though  deitiny  lay  no." 

IViniet-'i  Tal/:, 

'^rHE  iirfl  idea  which  occurred  to  Deme- 
trius on  the  morning  fucceeding  that 
night  during  which  the  Princefs  had  quitted 
Mofcovv,  was  an  extreme  anxiety  to  learn 
whether  fhe  had  recovered  from  the  effeds 
of  her  indifpofition,  and  at  an  early  hour  he 
repaired  to  her  palace. 

Engroffed  by  various  refledions,  he 
noticed  not  the  abfence  of  the  Polifh  guards, 
but  paiTed  forward  to  thofe  apartments 
ufually  occupied  by  Marina.  He  traverfed 
the  fpacious  chambers,  but  all  appeared 
equally  deferted.  Roufed  at  length  to  a 
fenfe  of  furprife  at  this  unufual  circum- 
fiance,  he  gazed  around  to  difcover  fome 
veftige  of  Marina  ;  he  liilened  to  catch  fome 
found,  which  might  condud  him  to  her. 

All 
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All  was  ftill ; — all  was  vacant :— a  fudden 
dread,  a  chilling  apprehenfion  ftruck  acrofs 
his  heart :  he  rufiied  haflily  from  the  apart- 
ment into  the  grand  hall,  where  he  beheld 
fome  of  her  Ruffian  attendants. 

*-'  Where  is  the  Princefs  of  Sendomir  ?'* 
he  haflily  demanded. 

*^  The  Princefs  of  Sendomir  quitted 
*'  Mofcow  laft  night/'  was  the  reply. 

"  Quitted  Mofcow!"  he  reiterated. 

*'  Yes,  flie  departed  from  the  city,  ac- 
"  companied  by  her  Polifh  attendants,'* 
replied  the  Ruffians,  calmly  refuming  their 
refpedtive  occupations.  Demetrius  for  fome 
moments  remained  ftupified  with  grief,  fur- 
prife,  and  indignation. 

Marina  had  quitted  Mofcow !  The  words 
yet  rung  in  his  ears,  the  proofs  of  her  de- 
parture were  yet  before  his  eyes  ;  but  he 
felt  inclined  to  doubt  the  evidence  of  his 
fenfes,  to  think  that  he  v^as  in  a  frightful 
dream,  from  which  he  fhould  awake  jfo  love 
and  to  happinefs.  The  idea  of  his  friend, 
of  that  friend  to  whom  he  had  been  accuf- 

tomed 
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tomed  to  unbofom  all  his  feelings,  to  pour 
forth  all  his  griefs,  occurred  to  him,  and 
Iiis  name  involuntarily  efcaped  his  lips. 
•  The  Ruflians  underftood  the  exclamation 
as  one  of  enquiry,  and  replied,  that  Count 
Wiefnovitfki  had  accompanied  the  Princcfs 
from  Mofcow. 

Demetrius  darted  at  this  information  ;  a 
new  and  dreadful  fufpicion  rufhed  upon  his 
mind.  Rage,  jealoufy,  every  turbulent, 
every  ungentle  feeling  of  his  nature  was 
inftantly  aroufed :  the  influence  of  paflion 
forbade  the  exertion  of  reafon  :  through 
the  medium  of  a  difordered  imagination,  he 
beheld  both  the  pad:  and  the  prefent ;  he 
recolleded  not  the  undeviating  friendfhip  of 
the  Count,  the  tender  attachment  of  Marina; 
he  confidered  not  that  if  a  mutual  regard 
had  fubfifled  between  them,  it  might  long 
fmce  have  been  indulged ;  he  perceived 
alone  the  dreadful  certainty  that  the  Prin- 
cefs  and  the  Count  had  abandoned  him. 
At  this  moment  the  letter  which  Count 
Wiefnovitfki  had  addreffed  to  Demetrius  on 

his 
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his  departure  was  delivered  to  hiin  by  one 
of  the  Poles,  who  had  remained  in  Mofcow. 
Unmindful  of  the  furprife  his  adlion  excited, 
he  flung  it  from  him  with  indignation  ;  and, 
returning  precipitately  to  the  Imperial  pa- 
lace, commanded  his  courfer  to  be  accou- 
tred, and  the  few  Poles  whom  he  perceived 
on  guard,  to  accompany  him.  With  fur- 
prife they  prepared  to  obey  thefe  diredions. 
His  eye  flalliing  fire,  his  cheek  glowing, 
every  movement  rapid,  yet  tremulous,  he 
mounted  his  courfer,  and  purfued  the  route 
which  he  concluded  had  been  adopted  by 
the  fugitives. 

As  the  fun  advanced  towards  the  me- 
ridian, the  fandy  road  which  they  travelled, 
refleding  its  beams,  rendered  the  heat  in- 
tenfe.  The  Czar's  courfer,  panting  with 
toil,  covered  with  dud  and  blood,  feemed 
unable  to  proceed.  Demetrius  threw  him- 
felf  from  it,  and,  commanding  one  of  his" 
attendants  to  give  him  his  in  exchange, 
mounted  and  again  purfued  his  route.  Oh! 
how  different  were  now  his  feelings,  from 

when 
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when  laft  he  had  traverfed  the  fame  road,  in 
order  to  meet  and  welcome  his  beloved 
Marina !  Love,  happy  love,  reigned  in  his 
foul,  and  rendered  every  objed  delightful, 
every  thought  harmonious,  every  fenfation 
delicious:  love  dill  reigned  there  indeed  ; — 
but  love,  attended  by  jealoufy,  defpair,  re- 
fentment ; — ^jealoufy,  which  flung  him  to 
madnefs,  and  prefented  but  one  idea,  that 
of  Count  Wiefnovitiki  and  the  Princefs 
mutually  attached,  mutually  triumphing  in 
blifs,  while  he  was  left  deferted  and  alone. 
Each  thought  wounded  him  more  deeply, 
each  thought  urged  him  on  to  new  ex- 
ertion^:.  The  Count,  in  the  meantime, 
while  the  Princefs  and  himfelf  refied  at 
Polzon,  for  the  firfl  time  fmce  their  de- 
parture from  Mofcow,  ventured  to  addrefs 
her  in  the  language  of  confolatioQ  :  the 
look  with  which  flie  replied  to  him,  exprefled 
at  once  her  fenfe  of  his  kind  intentions,  and 
her  conviction  of  their  inutility.  He  fighed 
as  he  obferved  the  air  of  defpondency  dif- 
fufed  over  her  countenance,  and  abandoned 

all 
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all  attempts  to  confole  a  grief  which  at 
prefent  admitted  not  of  alleviation.  At  the 
moment  ihat  he  rofe  to  quit  the  apartment, 
for  the  purpofe  of  delivering  fome  orders 
to  their  attendants,  a  confufed  tumult  ap- 
peared to  proceed  from  the  ftreet ;  and  the 
well-known  accents  of  Demetrius  were  mu- 
tually and  inftantaneoufly  recognifed. 

The  Count  darted.— Marina  gazed 
around  her  with  alarm, — yet  an  alarm  not 
wholly  unmingled  with  a  tumultuous 
emotion  of  hope.  The  founds  drew  nearer 
—  the  door  was  flung  open,  and  Demetrius 
advanced  —  he  gazed  alternately  upon  the 
Count  and  Princefs.  There  was  terror  in 
his  eye — his  lofty  air,  his  ftern  filence,  his 
proud,  indignant  glance  intimidated  Marina  : 
file  felt  as  if  fhe  muft  be  criminal  to  have 
excited  fuch  refentment :  every  feeling  va- 
nifhed  from  her  mind,  but  the  defire  of 
being  reftored  to  the  regard  of  Demetrius, 
of  again  beholding  the  beams  of  affedion 
in  his  eye.  The  Count  returned  his  mena- 
cing regard  with  thofe  of  ccmpalTion. 

Demetrius, 
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Demetrius,  at  length,  in  a  voice  almofl 
inarticulate  from  emotion,  exclaimed, 
paufmg  at  intervals,  as  if  gafping  for  breath, 
"  Why  am  I  thus  forfaken  ?  —  treacherous 
"  friend  !  — inconftant  Marina!  " 

The  Princefs,  fhrinking  from  his  angry- 
glance,  was  incapable  of  reply,  but  the 
Count  faid, 

"  My  letter  \^'as  intended  to  explain*'  — 
'„V  Intended  to  explain/*  interrupted  Deme- 
trius, "  your  treachery,  your ;  deceit,  your 
"  unparalleled  ingratitude  :  but  think  not 
"  that  your  guilt  Ihall  triumph,  think  not — *' 
He  advanced  furioufly  towards  them. 

The  Count,  extremely  alarmed  at  his 
violence,  placed  himfelf  before  Marina,  and 
feized  the  arm  of  Demetrius  to  prevent  him 
from  approaching  hen  He  tore  himfelf 
from  his  grafp,  and,  placing  his  hand  upon 
the  hilt  of  the  fabre,  appeared  on  the  point 
of  unfheathing  it.  The  dreadful  appre- 
henfions  which  this  adion  excited,  infpired 
Marina  with  energy  and  courage.  She 
ruil^ied  forward,   flie   funk   on   her   knees 

before 
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before  Demetrius,  and  retained  the  hand, 
whofe  aftion  proclaimed  his  hoftile  inten- 
tion. Her  imploring  attitude,  her  foft  and 
penetrating  accents,  the  touching  expreffion 
of  her  countenance,  in  which  fear,  pity, 
love,  were  at  once  united,  feemed  to  allay 
the  ftorm,  which  jealoufy  had  raifed  in  his 
breafl. 

"  Demetrius,  dear  Demetrius  !*'  (he  faid, 
"  Alas!  why  has  my  condud, — this  con- 
"  dudt,  which  the  mod  dreadful  neceffity 
"  alone  has  impofed, — excited  thefe  fufpi- 
*'  cions  ?  Is  it  poffible  that  you  can  doubt 
"  the  ftrength  of  my  regard,  the  fincerity  of 
"  Count  Wiefnovitfki's  friendfhip  ?  But 
"  has  not  my  prefence  involved  you  in 
"  danger?  Would  not  its  continuance 
**  conduce  to  your  deftrudion  ?  Alas !  it 
"  is  the  voice  of  your  people,  not  the  in- 
*'  clination  of  my  heart,  which  commands 
"  me  away."  Her  encreafing  emotion  im- 
peded her  further  utterance. 

"  Confult  your  reafon,  Demetrius,"  faid 
the  Count,  "  and  that  will  tell  you  the  im- 

voL.  II.  1  "  poiTibilitjr 
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««  pofTibility  of  ever  fubduing  the  prejudices 
*^  of  your  people ;  that  will  tell  you,  that 
"  to  preferve  your  throne,  it  muft  neither      I 
"  be  fhared  by  a  Polifh  Princefs,  or  fur- 
*'  rounded  by  a  Polifh  nobility." 

''  Then  be  that  throne  for  ever  aban- 
*'  donedl"  exclaimed  Demetrius.  "  Go, 
"  Marina,"  he  continued,  as  he  raifed  her 
from  the  ground,  yet  flill  retained  her  hand 
in  his  ardent  grafp,  "  go  !  — but  to  the  end 
*'  of  the  world  will  I  purfue  your  footfteps. 
*^  Whatever  be  your  defliny,  it  fliall  alfo  be 
**  mine*  This  is  not  the  raving  of  pafTion, 
*'  but  the  language  of  reafon.  What  has 
*'  glory  to  offer  in  exchange  for  love  ? 
*'  What  are  the  loud  plaudits  of  the  mul- 
*'  titude,  when  placed  in  competition  with 
*'  the  foft  voice  of  tendernefs  ?  What  are 
*^  the  tumultuous  joys  of  ambition  ;  —  what 
*'  is  the  cold  triumph  of  gratified  pride,  com- 
**  pared  with  thofe  fweet  and  penetrating 
*'  emotions  which  the  certainty  of  mutual 
"  alFedion,  of  reciprocal  confidence  creates? 
*^  Oh,  Marina !  and  would  you  then  have 

«  left 
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"  left  me  to  this  fplendid  wretchednefs,  to 
"  move  through,  life,  '  unloving  and  ^n- 
*'  loved  ?'  Enough  has  the  dream  of  great- 
"  nefe  and  of  glory  already  deluded  me ; 
'^  the  phantoms  have  vanifhed  beneath  my 
"  grafp ;  — and  that  throne,  whofe  pofleffion 
"  gratifies  neither  the  mind,  the  feelings, 
"  or  the  fenfes,  is  for  ever  abandoned." 
He  paufed — and  gazed  on  Marina  vi^ith 
mingled  love  and  hope.  She  feemed  to 
flruggle  with  the  fofter  feelings  of  her 
heart,  as  fhe  replied. 

"  Alas,  Demetrius !  by  v^hat  right  is  it 
"  abandoned  ?  Oh !  well  indeed  I  feel 
"  that  love  would  compenfate  the  ab fence  of 
*'  all  other  bleflings !  but  is  man  a  t  liberty 
''  to  abandon,  at  will,  his  flation  in  fociety, 
"  a  monarch,  to  relinquifli  his  thr  one,  for 
^'  the  gratification  of  his  feelings  ?'  * 

"  Cruel  Marina  \"  exclaimed.  /Deme- 
trius,  "  is  this  the  language  of  tKie  heart? 
"  Oh  !  you  have  never  loved  ; — you,  who 
"  could  coolly  form  and  execute ;  the  refo- 
"  lution  of  abandoning  me,  have  never 
12  '"  loved!'* 
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"  loved  1"     He  relinquifhed  her  hand,  and 
again  a  deep  gloom  overfpread  his  features. 

"  Never  loved  !*'  repeated  Marina  : — 
*'  alas  !  it  is  not  my  own  happinefs  I  feek ; 
*'  I  devote  myfelf  to  yours ;  but,  oh  1  do 
"  not  miftake  the  path  which  leads  to  it.'* 

At  this  declaration  his  countenance  was 
again  illumined  with  tranfport : — he  again 
approached  Marina. 

\  *'  1  do  not,  cannot  miftake  the  path  which 
*^  leads  to  it.  In  fecuring  you,  1  fecure  hap- 
^'  piners.  Come,  come,"  he  added,  im- 
patiently, "  your  affurance  cannot  be  re- 
**  called  :  henceforth  our  deftinies  are  for 
*'  ever  united  :  come." — He  appeared  pre- 
pared to  condud  her  from  the  apartment. 

Marina,  overpowered  by  the  ardour  of 
her  loverls  manner,  abandoned  herfelf  to  a 
belief  thai  all  refiftance  would  be  vain.  His 
will  feemtd  to  be  that  of  fate  ;  and  fhe 
felt  inclind  to  rcfign  herfelf  to  its  guidance. 
The  Coun  perceived  her  hefitation,  and  ad- 
vanced. 

''  My 
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"  My  deareft  friends,"  faid  he,  "let  m6 
"  entreat,  as  you  value  not  only  your  fu4 
'*  ture  happinefs,  but  your  future  reditudeJ 
*'  to  paufe  a  moment  before  you  adopt  any\ 
"  fixed  refolution.*'  Demetrius  threw  oa  \ 
him  a  glance  of  impatience.  Marina  caft  ! 
her  eyes  on  the  ground,  dreading  to  hear 
the  voice  of  reafon — that  voice  which  fhe 
knew  would  now  be  in  oppofition  to  that 
of  inclination.  The  Count  proceeded — 
"  Were  you,  my  friends,  two  beings  un- 
*'  connei^ed  with  fociety  ;  were  there  none 
"  whofe  fates  were  involved  in  yours-— 
*'  none  whofe  happinefs  depended  upon  you, 
"  — then  indeed  you  might  purfue,  with- 
**  out,a  crime,  your  prefent  inchnations j  but 
'^  you,  Demetrius,  who  have  been  called  to 
"  the  firft  great  lot  of  human  kind — you, 
"  in  whofe  power  it  is  to  beftow  felicity  on 
"  millions — you,  on  whofe  will  the  welfare 
"  of  an  empire  refts — is  it  pofTible  that  you 
"  can  efleem  yourfelf  entitled,  at  pleafure, 
*'  to  abandon  duties  fo  awful, — a  ftation  fo 
"  important?" 

I  3  Per- 
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Perceiving  an  air  of  anger  and  impatience 
an  the  manner  of  Demetrius,  the  Count 
paufed  not  to  hear  his  reply,  but  addreffed 
himfelf  to  Marina :  infenfibly  his  accents 
foftened  as  he  viewed  her  palh'd  cheek  and 
dejeded  air.  "  Forgive  me,  lady,  if  to 
*'  you  I  urge  a  parent's  claim,  as  one  which 
**  cannot  be  difputed.  It  was  to  the  Czar 
*'  of  Ruflia,  that  the  Princefs  of  Sendomir 
*'  was  betrothed :  it  was  to  an  Imperial 
^^  monarch,  not  to  a  wandering  exile,  that 
*'  the  Palatine  of  Sendomir  configned  his 
*'  daughter :' — judge  then  if  ibat  daughter 
*'  have  a  right  to  difappoint  the  expe6la- 
*'  tions,  to  blaft  the  hopes" — 

"  Enough,  enough !"  interrupted  the 
Princefs  5  ''  there  is  but  one  path  for  me  to 
*'  purfue;  it  is,  indeed,  the  path  of  duty, 
"  butof  mifery."  She  funk  on  a  feat,  and 
concealed  her  face  in  her  veil ;  but  her 
rifing  fobs  betrayed  the  anguiih  (lie  en- 
dured. 

Demetrius  approached  ;  the  expreflion  of 
his  countenance  was  remarkable, — to  Count 

Wief. 
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Wiefnovltfki  unintelligible.  Neither  the 
gloom  of  defpair  darkened  his  eye,  or  the 
glow  of  refentment  crimfoned  his  cheek  ; 
but  a  fmile,  — alniofl:  a  fmile  of  triumph 
played  on  his  lip: — it  was  the  triumph  of  a 
decided  mind,  which  felt  that  its  own  will 
was  fuperior  to  oppofition. 

"  Count  Wiefnovitfki  !— Marina !" — he> 
faid,  as  he  glanced  alternately  towards  them; 
"  I  have  heard  your  decifions :  now  attend 
*'  to  mine.  You,  Count  Wiefnovitfki,  rea- 
*'  fon  like  one  who  knows  not  the  ilruggles 
*'  of  paflion — whofe  heart  has  never  owned 
"  the  influence  of  love  ;  and  you,  Marina, 
"  as  one,  whofe  feelings,  powerful  as  they 
*'  are,  are  yet  lefs  powerful  than  your  fenfe 
"  of  duty  ;  — but  /,  as  one  whofe  paflions 
"  are  ftronger  than  reafon,  whofe  will,  if  it 
"  cannot  conquer^  will  at  lead  contend  with 
'•  fate.  Vain,  oh,  how  vain !  to  t^\  me  of  the 
"  claims  of  myfiibje^ls; — -to  tell  me  that  my 
"  life  muft  be  devoted  to  the  promotion  of 
"  their  welfare.  My  reafon,  indeed,  may 
"  urge  the  fame;  but  my  heart  revolts 
14  "  from 
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**  from  the  fentence.  What !  fhall  I  feek 
*'  to  difFufe  happinefs  amongft  ihofe^  who 
"  have  configned  me  to  mifery  ?  Shall 
"  I  fpread  joy  and  gladnefs  around  me, 
*'  while  agony  or  defpair  inhabit  mine 
*'  own  breafl  ?  Such,  perhaps,  might  be 
*'  the  condud  of  Count  Wicfnovitfki ;  but 
*'  fuch  never  can  be  the  conduct  of  Deme- 
*'  trius.  Deprive  me  of  Marina,  and  you 
"  deprive  me  of  virtue  ; — you  deprive  me 
**  of  every  motive  to  adlion  : — life  would 
"  lofe  its  charm, — glory  its  attraction, — 
•*  goodnefs  its  reward.  Remember  that 
•*  mine  is  no  tranfient  paflion, created  by  ca- 
**  price,  and  dependant  on  circumftance  : 
**  its  birth  formed  a  new  sera  in  my  ex- 
"  iftence; — it  ftimulated  me  to  moral  and 
*'  intelledual  advancement ;  it  awoke  me  to 
**  virtue,  as  well  as  to  blifs :  — each  thought, 
*'  each  hope,  eachadt,  centered  in  it  alone. 
**  And  can  you  tamely  bid  me  conquer 
"  fuch  a  paflion  ?  and  conquer  it  for  what  ? 
"  that  I  may  hold  a  feeble  fceptre,  which 
*'  my  fubjeds   may    fway   at  inclination ; 

"  that 
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"  that' I  may  be  the  titled  puppet,  whofe 
"  movements  they  might  work  at  willl 
"  Go,  then,  Marina  !"  he  faid,  turning  to 
her ;  "•  if  C-ount  Wiefnovitfki's  arguments 
"  have  prevailed,  go  : — but  again  I  fay,  I 
"  will,  be  the  companion  of  your  flight., 
"  If  the  wandering  exile  be  not  permitted 
"  lojhare  your  fate,  he  may  at  leaft  aitend 
"  it : — if  he  dare  not  afpire  to  be  the  partner 
*'  of  your  fortunes,  he  may,  at  leaft,  be 
"  the  fervant  of  your  ftate." 

The  ftruggle  between  feeling  and  pride, 
in  the  impetuous  foul  of  Demetrius,  im- 
peded his  further  fpeech ;  but  his  air,  his 
eye,  his  quivering  lip,  fhewed  the  conflict 
he  endured.  Count  Wiefnovitlki  felt  that 
all  argument  would  indeed  be  vain.  Ma- 
rina, trembling,  agitated,  yet  a  fecret  joy 
difFufmg  itfelf  through  her  heart,  at  the 
belief  that  all  oppofition  to  the  wifhes  of 
Demetrius  would  not  only  be  cruel,  but 
ineffedual,  glancing  her  eye  from  him  to 
the  Count,  faid,  **  Tell  me — inftrud  me 
I  c  "  what 
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<^  what  path  to  purfue,  what  condu61:  to 
^«  adopt." 

"  Return  with  me  to  Mofcow,"  faid  De- 
metrius, advancing,  and  firmly  grafping  her 
hand  :  "  return  with  me  to  Molcow.  If 
**  we  mufl  not  abandon  our  throne,  let  us 
"  be  happy  upon  it.  Banifli  the  ground- 
*^  lefs  apprehenfions  which  have  occafioned 
^*  this  flight.  What  is  that  you  dread  from 
*'  the  oppofition  of  my  fubjedls  ?  Believe 
"  me,  the  murmurs  of  the  multitude  die 
*'  away  before  the  refinance  of  a  firm  mind, 
*^  as  the  force  of  the  waves  fpends  itfelf  in 
*^  vain  againft  the  impenetrable  rock." 

He  fpoke  with  a  confidence  which  again 
awakened  Marina  to  hope.  She  looked  at 
Count  Wiefnovitiki,  as  if  to  demand  his 
opinion  and  advice. 

"  If  the  Czar  be,  indeed,  inacceflible  to 
*'  reafon," — he  faid,  "  your  return  to  Mof- 
"  cow  is  the  only  option  that  remains." 

He  fpoke  with  evident  regret  and  hefita- 
tion,  but  Marina,  enraptured  at  receiving 

his 
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his  fan£lion  to  the  condud  fhe  fecretly  de- 
fired  to  adopt,  remarked  not  the  reludance 
with  which  this  fandion  was  accorded ;  and 
forgetting  the  awful  warning  of  the  Czarina? 
and  her  confequent  promife,  yielded  to  the 
delight  of  refleding,  that  whatever  might 
be  the  future  misfortunes  of  Demetrius  and 
herfelf,  at  leafl  they  would  be  encountered 
together;  while  the  joy  and  gratitude  of 
Demetrius,  at  the  affurance  fhe  now  gave 
him'of  abandoning  all  idea  of  purfuing  her 
flight,  was  unbounded. 

Count  Wiefnovitfki  beheld  with  an  afto- 
nifhment  not  unmixed  with  uneafmefs,  the 
total  abfence  of  alarm  and  refledion  from 
the  minds  of  the  lovers :  he  could  not  com- 
prehend how,  amidfl  the  dangers  and  dif- 
ficulties of  their  fituation,  they  could  thus 
refign  themfelves  to  the  influence  of  joy. 
He  knew  not  that  all  fufferings  appeared 
trivial,  compared  with  thofe  they  had  lately 
endured ;  and  that,  at  whatever  price,  the 
blifs  of  reunion  was  but  cheaply  pur- 
chafed.  He  now  endeavoured  to  explain 
I  6  to 
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to  Demetrius  the  condudt  he  was  anxious 
for  him  to  purfue.  He  advifed  an  imme- 
diate return  to  Mofcow,  if  poflible,  before 
either  his  depai*ture  or  that  of  the  Princefs 
were  known  throughout  the  city,  "  If 
"  indeed,"  he  continued,  "  we  can  reach 
**  Mofcow  before  the  clofe  of  day,  your 
"  abfence,  if  difcovered,  may  not  excite 
"  either  furprife  or  fufpicion  ;  but  any  lon- 
*'  ger  delay  would  awaken  conjefture  and 
**  furprife,  which  it  might  be  difficult  to 
«  fatisfy." 

Neither  Demetrius  or  Marina  offered  any 
©ppofition  to  this  propofal,  and  the  whole 
train  was  in  a  fhort  period  on  its  return  to 
Mofcow. 
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CHAP.  X. 

"•*  Behold  the  black,  the  guilt-concealing  night 
"  Faft  clofes  round.     Wide  thro'  this  ample  palace 
•*  The  lamps  begin  to  fliine      The  tempeft  falls; 
■*♦  The  weary  winds  fink  hreathlefs.     But  wlio  knows 
•*  What  fiercer  tempeft  yet  may  (hake  the  night  ?" 

.   Thompson's  Agamemno/K 
"  From  whence  arJfcth  this  ? 
♦'  Silence  that  dreadful  hell!  If  I  once  ftir, 
«  Or  do  but  lift  this  arm,  the  beft  of  you 
"  Shall  fink  in  my  rebuke.     Give  me  to  know 
"  How  this  foul  rout  begun."  Othello. 

CILENCE,  as  If  by  mutual  confent,  was 
preferved  between  the  party  as  they 
proceeded  on  their  rapid  route  to  Mofcow. 
Matina,  overcome  by  the  various  conflidls 
fhe  had  endured,  funk  into  a  (late  of  calm  ; 
but  the  calm  was  a  delightful  one ;  for  the 
prefence  of  Demetrius  feemed  the  affurance 
of  fecurity  and  happinefs.  The  thoughts 
of  the  Count  were  wholly  engrofled  by 
devifing  means  to  reconcile  Demetrius  with 
his  fubjeQs,  and  to  avert  the  ftorm  which 

he 
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he  feared  was  impending ;  and  he  was 
wholly  unaware  of  the  filcnce  which  pre- 
vailed,  Demetrius  indeed  wifhed  to  in- 
terrupt it ;  but  the  prefence  of  his  friend 
impofed  a  reftraint  on  the  expreilion  of 
thofe  feelings,  he  longed  to  addrefs  to 
Marina. 

As  they  approached  within  fight  of  Mof- 
COW5  a  fudden  recolledion  of  all  the  fuf- 
ferings  fhe  had  endured  there,  a  fudden 
dread  of  thofe  flie  might  yet  have  to  un- 
dergo, and,  above  all,  a  fudden  remem- 
brance of  the  Czarina's  prophetic  warning, 
rufhed  upon  the  mind  of  Marina  ;  but  the 
next  moment  were  banifhed  thence,  by  be- 
holding the  countenance  of  Demetrius  illu- 
mined with  a  bright  flafh  of  furprife  and 
joy.  She  gazed  around  to  difcover  its 
caufe,  and  perceived  a  party  of  CoiTacks 
approaching  them. 

"  Welcome,  my  friend  Kofanka  !  wel- 
*^  come  my  brave  fellow  warriors  !'  ex- 
claimed the  Czar,  as  the  carriage  ftopped, 
while  the  Coflacks  eagerly  furrounded  it, 

every 
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every  gefture  exprefling  the  delight  they 
experienced  at  again  beholding  their  loved 
commander,  their  refpecled  monarch  ;  and 
Demetrius  refigned  himfelf  to  that  pleafure 
fo  exquifite,  but  fo  rare,  of  receiving  the 
expreflions  of  artlefs  and  unadulterated 
affeiSlion. 

The  Czar,  hovi^'ever,  after  the  firft  greet- 
ings had  been  exchanged  between  them, 
recollecting  the  peculiarity  of  his  fituation 
and  that  of  the  Princefs,  requefted  Count 
Wiefnovitfki  to  fuperintend  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  troops  in  the  different  quarters 
of  the  city ;  and,  after  delivering  fome 
orders  to  Kofanka,  bade  both  his  friends 
farewell, and  commanded  the  carriage,  which 
now  contained  only  the  Princefs  and  himfelf, 
to  proceed  towards  the  Kremlin.  When 
they  reached  the  Imperial  palace,  Marina 
hefitated  whether  to  defcend ;  but  Deme- 
trius, apparently  without  remarking  her  in- 
decifion,  bore  her  from  the  carriage,  and 
hurried  her  forward  till  they  reached  a  dif- 
tarit  apartment. 

The 
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The  guards  and  attendants  of  the  Czar, 
who  had  been  greatly  alarmed  at  his  long 
abience,  and  were  now  equally  furprifed 
at  his  ri  turn,  accompanied  by  the  Princefs 
oi  Sendomir,  interrogated  on  the  fubjedt 
the  faithful  Poles  who  had  accompHnied 
them  ;  but  Demetrius  had  engaged  them 
to  fecrecy,  and  the  curiofity  of  ihe  Ruffians 
remained  unfatisfied. 

Demetrius,  when  alone  with  Marina, 
after  a  paufe  of  fome  length,  in  which  he 
appeared  hefitating  in  what  terms  to  addrefs 
her,  faid, 

*'  Marina !  you  have  but  now  given  me 
*'  a  teftimony  of  afFcdion,  which  has  ex- 
"  cited  my  admiration,  no  lefs  than  it  has 
*'  increafed  my  love ;  yet  deem  it  not  an 
"  ungenerous  encroachment  on  this  afFec- 
**  tion,  if  I  demand  a  yet  further  proof  of 
*^  it.  This  night — this  hour — let  our  def- 
"  tinies  be  irrevocably  united.*' 

Marina  ftarted  —  the  deepeft  crimfon  for 
one  moment  fufFufed  her  cheek,  but  the 
next  beheld  her  the  image  of  death  :  for  a 
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fudden  remembrance  of  the  Czarlna*s  fo- 
lemn  declaration,  "  That  the  firft  moment 
'*  that  beheld  a  Czar  of  Ruffia  united  to  a 
"  foreign  Princefs,  would  behold  his  de- 
"  flrudion,"  rufhed  upon  her  mind,  and 
fhe  fhrunk  from  the  touch  of  Demetrius, 
who  had  taken  her  hand  and  prefled  it 
fervently  within  his,  as  he  gazed  with  a 
mingled  expreflion  of  hope,  love,  and 
anxiety  upon  her  varying  countenance. 
The  excefs  of  her  emotion  furprifed,  but 
did  not  prevent  him  from  purfuing  his 
requefl:.  He  urged  that  a  flep  thus  decifive 
would  efFe£lually  prevent  the  further  inter- 
ference of  his  fubjecls  :  he  urged  it  as  the 
fuggeftion  of  his  reafon,  no  lefs  than  the 
wifli  of  his  heart. 

"  My  fubjedls,"  fald  he,  "  now  behold 
"  you  as  the  Princefs  of  Poland  with  jea- 
"  loufy  and  diftruft ;  but  they  will  regard 
''  you  as  the  Czarina  of  Ruflia  with  refped: 
"  and  confidence.  Yet  even  (liould  thefe 
*'  hopes  prove  delufivejdo  you  not  feel  with 
•*'  me  that  all  fufterings  can  be  braved  but 
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*'  that  of  reparation  ?  that  all  dangers  can 
*'  be  encountered  if  they  be  encountered 
"  together  ?  Oh,  my  Marina !  place  it 
*'  then  beyond  the  power  of  man  —  of  fate 
"  —  again  to  difunite  us  !"  He  paufed  — 
his  ardent  manner,  fo  calculated  to  banifh 
apprehenfion  and  awaken  hope,  revived  the 
drooping  fpirits  of  Marina.  Her  promife  to 
the  Czarina  was  again  forgotten  :  her  heart, 
foftened  by  all  the  ftruggles  ihe  had  fo  lately 
endured,  yielded  to  a  tide  of  tender  emotions, 
— yielded  to  the  pleadings  of  Demetrius. 
He  perceived  the  confenting  glance  of  her 
eye,  and,  prefTmg  her  hand  fervently  to  his 
lips,  without  waiting  to  hear  her  confirm  a 
confent,  her  manner  had  already  implied, 
bidding  her  prepare  for  his  fpeedy  return, 
quitted  the  apartment. 

The  ideas,  which  fucceflively  floated 
acrofs  the  mind,  the  emotions  which  fuc- 
ceflively  throbbed  in  the  bread,  of  Marina, 
as  ihe  awaited  the  return  of  Demetrius,  were 
too  various,  too  fluduating  to  be  defined. 
Short  was  the  interval   allowed   for  their 
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duration.  Demetrius  re-entered  the  apart- 
ment, his  countenance  beaming  with  love, 
and  hope,  and  gratitude.  He  feized  the 
hand  of  Marina,  and  fwiftly  conduced  her 
through  a  long  vaulted  gallery  to  a  diflant 
and  unfrequented  fuite  of  apartments,  one 
of  which  had  formerly  been  appropriated 
to  offices  of  devotion.  In  this  was  a  tem- 
porary altar,  near  which  flood  the  Catholic 
Pried,  who  had  accompanied  the  Princefs 
to  Mofcovv.  Demetrius  led  Marina  towards 
the  altar.  The  rapid  fluduations  of  her 
exprellion,  which  combined  at  once  the 
vivid  beams  of  hope  with  the  fofter  rays  of 
modefty,  the  ''  light  of  love"  which  was 
difFufed  over  her  countenance,  rendered 
her  more  exquifitely  beautiful  than  Deme- 
trius had  ever  yet  beheld  her. 

The  pried  advanced — he  commenced  the 
ceremony;  —  and  the  flow  andfolemn  tones 
of  his  voice,  interrupting  the  ftillnefs,  and 
reverberating  through  the  vaulted  chamber, 
excited  an  emotion  of  awe  in  the  mind  of 
Marina  :    yet  as  he  advanced  through  that 
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facred  fervlce  which  in  the  eyes  of  God  and 
of"  man  was  to  unite  them  for  ever, — the 
thoughts  of  both  were  concentrated  on  that 
alone  ;  the  hearts  of  both  throbbed  in  uni- 
fon,  as  they  felt  that  the  duties  it  impofed 
were  not  lefs  delightful  than  they  were  im- 
portant. But  thofe  thoughts  fo  elevated, — 
thofe  feelings  fo  fweet, — that  fervice  fo  fo- 
lemn, —  were  fuddenly  interrupted  by  the 
deep  tollingsof  the  Kremlin  bell: — that  bell, 
never  founded  but  on  occafions  of  awful 
import,  now  vibrated  on  their  ears,  like  the 
fudden  burft  of  fubterranean  thunder.  The 
priefl  abruptly  paufed, — and  gazed  in  con- 
flernation  on  the  Czar. 

*'  Proceed  !"  exclaimed  Demetrius  im- 
patiently. "  Oh,  no,  no!*'  faid  Marina,  en- 
deavouring to  free  her  hand  from  the  grafp 
of  his,  as  (lie  recollecled  the  Czarina's  pro- 
phetic declaration,  "  that  dreadful  found 
"  forbids  it.'' 

"  That  found  lliall  be  filenced  ;''  re- 
plied  Demetrius,  "  or  I  fhall  be  no  longer 
"  the  Sovereign  of  Ruffia."  His  indig- 
nant 
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nant  glance  fought  his  fabre,  which  pre- 
vioufly  to  the  commencement  of  the  nuptial 
ceremony,  he  had  detached  from  his 
girdle. 

*'  Oh,  go  not  hence,'*  exclaimed  Marina. 
**  It  is  the  token  of  rebellion  !  It  is  the 
"  fignal  of  deflrudion  !*' 

"  Better,  then,  bravely  to  encounter  than 
*'  tamely  await  it,"  replied  Demetrius. 

".Airift  me!  Oh,  aiTift  me  to  detain  him, 
"  father !"  faid  Marina,  turning  to  addrefs 
the  prieft, — but  he  had  vaniQied  from  the 
fpot, — and  the  Czar  and  Princefs  were 
alone  in  the  apartment. 

The  great  bell  ftill  continued  Its  awful 
tolllngs  ; — a  confufed  tumult  was  heard 
throughout  the  palace* 

"  Ch,  leave  me  not!"  exclaimed  Marina, 
as  half  fainting  with  terror  (he  clung  for 
fupport  to  the  arm  of  Demetrius,  His 
rage,  and  indignation  were  now  converted 
into  tendernefs  and  alarm  :  he  endeavoured 
to  re-affure  her  ;  he  watched  with  extreme 
folicitude  the  variations  of  her  countenance ; 
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he  befought  her  to  calm  her  dreadful  agita- 
tion ;  and,  thus  employed,  heeded  not  the 
encreafed  and  now  approaching  tumult. 
"  They  come,  oh.  Heaven  they  come!" 
exclaimed  Marina,  fuddenly  regaining  fome 
degree  of  flrength,  and  involuntarily  pre- 
cipitating herfelf  towards  the  altar,  as  if  for 
fecurity.  Demetrius  feized  his  fvvord,  and 
placed  himfelf  befide  her,  in  an  attitude  of 
defence.  The  tremendous  uproar  now  re- 
founded  on  every  fide  —  the  door  was  fud- 
denly burft  open,  and  a  promifcuous  and 
enraged  multitude  rulhed  into  the  chamber. 
For  a  moment  all  was  difcord,  clamour,  and 
confufion :  but  the  fight  of  the  Czar,  his 
noble  afpedl  and  commanding  attitude  feem- 
ed  to  infpire  a  feeling  of  refped  ;  while  the 
view  of  the  Princefs  who  had  now  proflrated 
herfelf  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  as  if  to  implore 
that  mercy  from  Heaven,  which  feemed  to  be 
denied  by  man,  excited  an  emotion  of  pity. 
Some  appearance  of  order  was  now  alTumed 
by  the  multitude  :  they  ranged  .  them- 
felves  around  the  apartment,  and  formed  a 
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circle  completely  invefting  Demetrius  and 
Marina.  Into  the  centre  of  this  circle. 
Prince  VafTili,  bearing  a  crofs  in  one  hand 
and  a  fword  in  the  other,  now  advanced, 
and  placing  himfelf  immediately  oppofite 
Demetrius,  thus  addrefled  him. 

"  I  cite  you,  by  this  fymbol  of  our 
*'  holy  religion,  Gregory  Ortrepiof,  who 
*'  have  alTumed  the  name  of  Demetrius 
*'  Ivanovitch,  and,  under  this  name,  have 
*'  been  elevated  to  the  throne  of  Ruflia,  to 
*^  anfwer  before  the  tribunal  of  juftice,  for 
"  thofe  crimes  which  you -have  committed 
'*  againft  it."  The  Prince  paufed — and 
turning  to  the  guards,  who  had  attended 
him,  commanded  them  to  fecure  the  perfon 
of  the  ufurper.  They  advanced  a  few  paces 
towards  Demetrius,  but  he  waved  his  arm 
as  if  to  command  them  away ;  they  re- 
treated, notwithftanding  the  reiterated  orders 
of  Prince  VafTili.  They  perceived  that  De- 
metrius was  preparing  to  addrefs  them,  and 
were  m.ore  anxious  to  hear  his  defence,  than 
to  fecure  his  perfon.     It  might  be  deemed 
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that  the  impetuous  foul  of  Demetrius  would 
hare  been  fired  with  indignation,  and  be- 
trayed into  pafiion,  at  fuch  an  infulting  ap- 
peal, fuch  a  daring  accufation  :  but  refent- 
ment,  when  accompanied  with  profound 
contempt,  is  always  externally  calm  ;  and 
contempt  was  the  predominating  feeling  in 
the  mind  of  Demetrius,  as  his  eye,  keen,  pe- 
netrating, determined,  met  the  undaunt- 
ed gaze  of  Prince  Vaflili ;  of  him,  whofe 
life  he  had  preferved,  whofe  crimes  he  had 
pardoned,  whofe  friendfhip  he  had  fought. 
Difdaining  to  make  any  appeal  to  his  feel- 
ings, or  his  gratitude  ;  difdaining  even  to 
confider  him  in  any  other  light  than  as 
the  medium  through  which  the  opinion 
of  the  Ruffians  was  made  known,  Deme- 
trius, in  a  voice  loud  yet  temperate,  calm 
yet  determined,  replied  : 

"  To  obey  fuch  an  appeal  would  equally 
"  difgrace  mfeify  as  to  have  made  it  has 
*'  diflionoured  you,  I  a?n  Demetrius  Ivano- 
"  vitch,  the  fame  Demetrius  whom  but  a 
"  few  months  fmce  the  people  of  Ruffia 
2  hailed 
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**  hailed  wkh  one  accord  as  the  lawful  fo- 
*'  ver^ign  of  their  empire.  My  claims  were 
**  difcbfed  and  admitted  ;  —  my  title  de- 
"  clared  and  acknowledged.  —  From  what 
*'  caufe  then  proceeds  this  fudden  re- 
*'  volution  of  opinion  ?  What  proofs  can 
"  you  produce  in  fupport  of  an  accufatioa 
"  not  lefs  daring  than  it  is  extravagant  ?*' 

The  manner  of  Demetrius  v/as  more  dif- 
pafiionate  than  Prince  VafTili  had  expected  ; 
but  his  apprehenfions  for  Marina,  and  anxiety, 
to  fecure  her  from  further  alarm,  rendering 
it  the  Czar's  firft  wifh  to  free  her  from 
the  prefence  of  the  multitude,  enchained 
the  natural  expreflions  of  his  feelings. 
"  Rather,"  Prince  Vaflili  replied,  "  than 
"  demand  from  us  the  caufe  of  this  accufa- 
"  tion,  acquaint  us  with  the  evidence  of 
*'  your  boafted  claims  :  true,  indeed,  they 
"  have  been  affirmed  by  yourfelf,  propa- 
"  gated  by  your  friends,  fupported  by  your 
"  fv/ord  ;  but  where  are  thofe  proofs  that 
"  fhould  confirm  them  ?  Where  are  the  wit- 
*^  neffes  noticed  in  your  manifefto?  Where 
**"  are  thofe  teflimonies  which,  if  produced, 
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<^  would  Indeed  eftablifh  them  ?**  A  fmile 
of  malicious  triumph  played  on  the  lips  of 
Prince  Vaflili,  as  he  concluded  this  addrefs, 
which  conveyed  the  pang  it  was  intended  to 
the  heart  of  Demetrius.  He  had  at  firfl  re- 
garded the  charge  as  unpremeditated  and 
abfurd,  the  futile  attempt  of  a  fadlion, 
which  threatened  what  it  could  not  execute ; 
but  he  now  beheld  it  in  a  more  alarming 
light  J  he  faw  that  the  plot  was  deeply  laid  ; 
he  knew  that  the  demands  made  appeared 
reafonable ;  and  he  felt  they  could  not  be 
anfwered.  Where  now  indeed  was  Koflof 
the  fugitive  j  where  now  was  the  faith- 
ful Galitzin ;  where  now  was  the  prior  of 
St.  Michael's  convent  ?  As  thefe  refledions 
rapidly  recurred,  his  eye,  cafl:  down  in 
thought,  gave  an  expreflion  to  his  counte- 
nance which  by  the  Ruffians  was  miftaken 
for  that  of  dejedion  and  alarm.  It  feemed 
to  infpire  them  with  courage  ;  and  the  Pa- 
triarch, who  had  been  hitherto  concealed 
amidft:  Prince  Vaffili's  guards,  now  ad- 
vanced. 

*<  Ruffians,'* 
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*'  RufTians,*'  fald  he,  "  you  perceive  that 
^^  the  impoflor  attempts  not  to  refute  the 
"  accufation  alledged  againfl  him.  How, 
*'  indeed,  can  he,  who  has  defpifed  the 
*'  mod  folemn  ordinances  of  our  holy  reli- 
''  gion,  who  has  negle£led  the  long  eftab- 
*'  liflied  cuftoms  of  our  country,  who  is,  in 
*\  fine,  on  the  point  of  efpoufmg  a  Catholic 
*'  princefs  j'*  and  he  glanced  his  eye  towards 
the  pale  and  trembling  Marina  j  "  how  can 
*'  be  be  defcended  from  the  ancient  fove- 
*'  reigns  of  the  empire  ?"  '^  No,  no  !"  ex- 
claimed the  Ruffians,  inflamed  by  this  ad- 
drefs,  "  No  !  he  is  not  our  fovereign,  he  is 
**  not  the  fon  of  Ivan  Vaflilievitch."  They 
rufhed  tumultuoufly  toviards  him.  Marina, 
uttering  a  fhriek  of  defpair,  attempted  to  in- 
terpose between  Demetrius  and  his  enraged 
fubjects ;  •  but  her  fenfes  failed,  and  ihe  fell 
proflrate  at  the  foot  of  the  altar.  The  fight 
appeared  to  infpire  the  Ruffians  with  com- 
paffion,  and  they  hefitated :  while  Deme- 
trius, wholly  regardlefs  of  their  movements, 
raifed  Marina  in  his  arms,  and,  finding 
K  2  his 
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his  attempts  to  recover  her  prove  inef- 
fbdlual, 

"  Barbarians !"  he  faid,  turning  fiercely 
towards  them,  '^  behold  the  deftrudion 
"  you  have  efFeded.'* 

This  addrefs  renewed  their  rage,  and  they 
again  approached  him. 

**  Off,  off,"  he  exclaimed,  "  you  are  my 
**  fubjects,  and  as  fuch  do  I  command  you 
^  hence." 

*^  Secure  him,"  faid  Prince  Vaffili  to  his 
guards,  "  fecure  the  traitor." 

^'  Traitor!"  repeated  Demetrius,  as  he 
fixed  upon  the  Prince  his  awful  and  accufing 
eye;  "  traitor!"  but  ftruck  with  the  idea 
of  the  danger  to  which  his  impetuofity  would 
expofe,  not  only  himfelf,  but  Marina,  he 
endeavoured  to  command  the  tumult  of  his 
foul,  as  he  faid, 

"  Ruffians, — countr^^^men, — for  one  mo- 
"-  ment  at  leafl  accord  me  your  attention." 
They  appeared  inclined  to  obey  this  requeft, 
liough   their  hands  {till   brandiftied  their 

fabres. 
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fabres,  though  their  menacing  glances  were 
ftill  fixed  upon  his  countenance. 

"  I  grant,"  refumed  Demetrius,  in  a 
voice  rendered  tremulous  by  contending 
paflions,  "  I  grant  that  it  is  not  in  my  power 
*'  to  produce  the  proofs  you  demand  of  my 
"  Imperial  lineage.  Thofe  who  bore 
•*'  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  my  claims,  when 
**  laid  before  the  diet  of  Poland,  are  no 
*^  longer  in  exiflence  ; — ^but  one  witnefs  yet 
^'  remains,"  and  his  voice  alTumed  more 
firmnefs  as  he  proceeded,  "  one  witnefs  yet 
*'  remains,  whofe  evidence  will  not  be 
"  difputed.  The  Czarina  Feodorofna  — 
^'  you  have  beheld  her  on  the  throne  of 
*'  Ruflia;  have  feen  her  brave  a  tyrant's 
"  rage ;  — think  you  then  fhe  is  likely  to  be 
*'  deceived  or  fuborned  by  an  impoftor  I 
'^  You  once  beheld  her  welcome  and . 
"  acknowledge  me  as  her  fon,  and  to  her 
"  teftimony  I  again  appeal." 

He  ceafed : — aconfufed  tumult  was  heard 

throughout  the  chamber.    Prince  VafTili  and 

the  Patriarch  loudly  declaimed  agalnft:  fuch 
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an  appeal ;  but  they  were  overpovvered  by 
the  opinions  of  the  multitude,  who,  ranging 
themfelves  round  Demetrius^  declared  they 
would  proteft  him  from  all  injury,  unlefs 
the  Czarina  Feodorofna  formally  renounced 
him  as  her  fon.  At  this  unexpected  decla- 
ration, P|-ince  Vaflili  and  the  Patriarch 
propofed  that  they  fhould  repair  to  the 
Czarina,  and  receive  her  teflimony  j  but 
Demetrius  urgently  entreated  them  to  con- 
dud  her  to  the  Kremlin.  Without  replying 
to  this  requeft,  they  departed_,  accompanied 
by  all  the  nobility ;  —  and  Demetrius  and 
Marina  remained  encircled  by  a  promifcuous 
multitude,  who  regarded  them  with  a  flrange 
mixture  of  curiofity,  ferocioufnefs,  and  pity. 
Alternately  inclined  to  confider  Demetrius 
as  their  lawful  Czar,  or  as  a  defpicable  im- 
poftor,  their  manner  and  countenances 
varied  with  their  opinions,  which  were 
communicated  in  half-whifpers  to  each  other. 
During  this  interval  fo  pregnant  with 
terror,  fo  full  of  expedation,  Marina  reco- 
vered her  recolledion.     When  fhe  unclofed 

her 
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her  eyes,  and  found  herfelf  fupported  in 
the  arms  of  Demetrius,  whom  fhe  had 
beHeved  facrificed  to  the  fury  of  the  mul- 
titude, a  half  fmile  played  on  her  pale  lips  j 
but  when  fhe  beheld  the  dark  and  rugged 
countenances  around  her,  fhe  fhuddered, 
and  again  clofed  them  with  an  emotion  of 
horror.  Demetrius,  in  a  low  voice,  briefly 
explained  the  appeal  he  had  made  to  the 
teftimony  of  his  mother,  and  exprefTed  his 
convidion  that  the  prefence  and  declaration 
of  the  Czarina  would  both  divefl  his  fubjects 
of  their  fufpicions,  and  free  themfelves  from 
any  further  apprehenfions. 

Demetrius,  aware  of  his  impetuofity, 
dared  not  addrefs  the  furrounding  multitude, 
lefl  he  fliould  be  induced  to  betray  a  refent- 
ment,  which  might  fatally  excite  theirs  in 
leturn ;  and  his  anxiety  for  the  fafety  of 
Marina  taught  him  to  bend  his,  hitherto, 
inflexible  foul  to  the  yet  more  inflexible  will 
of  fate.  In  this  fl:ate  of  fufpenfe  they  had 
remained  a  confiderable  period,  when  the 
voices  of  Prince  Vafllli  and  the  Patriarch,  in 
K  4  loud 
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loud  and  earneft  difcourfe,  were  heard,  as 
they  proceeded  along  the  gallery  which  con- 
duced to  the  apartment.  —  All  eagerly 
dh-edcd  their  glances  towards  its  entrance ; 
and  the  heart  of  Marina  funk  within  her, 
and  the  eye  of  Demetrius  kindled  with  in- 
dignation, as  he  beheld  them  return  unac- 
companied by  his  mother, 

"  Where  is  the  Czarina  Feodorofna  ?" 
he  loudly  demanded. 

*'  It  was  her  iejlimony^  and  not  her  pre- 
*^  fence ^  which  w^as  required,"  faid  Prince 
Vaffili,  "  nor  would  the  one  be  more 
*^  favourable  to  your  caufe  than  the  other.'* 
"  Ruffians/'  continued  he,  turning  to  the 
eagerly  expeding  multitude,  "  I  folemnly 
*^  affirm  that,  in  the  prefence  of  your  holy 
"  Patriarch,  and  thefe  nobles  of  your  em- 
"  pire,  the  Czarina  Maria  Feodorofna^  de- 
"  pofed  that  the  real  Demetrius  was  flain, 
*^  when  an  infant,  at  Uglitz  ;  that  terror 
^^  alone  had  induced  her  to  acknowledge, 
^'  as  her  fon,  the  impoftor  before  you,  w^hofe 

repeated  menaces  had  compelled  her  to 

^'  make 
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"  make  a  declaration  flie  was  now  prepared 
"  to  retrad."  Prince  Vallili  was  fcarcely 
permitted  to  conclude  this  fpeech,  before 
the  enraged  and  credulous  multitude  once 
more  rufiied  towards  Demetrius  :  —  Marina 
again  funk  lifelefs  on  his  bread. 

"Spare her !  Oh, fpare her !" — exclaimed 
the  Czar,  as  he  found  his  encircling  arms 
would  not  be  a  fufficient  defence  againfl  the 
fabres  which  affailed  them.     At  this  fearful 
moment,    the  well-known   war-cry  of  the 
ColTacks  was  heard.    The  Hetman  Kofanka, 
and    Count   Wiefnovitfl^i,    followed   by   a 
numerous  train,  poured  into  the  apartment. 
Adreadfulconflidlenfued: — like  the  heavings 
of  a  dark  tempeftuous  fea,  were  the  fierce 
flruggles    of    the     clofely-pent     warriors. 
Shouts,  groans,   founds  of  triumph  or  of 
defpair  re-echoed  around. 

Count  Wiefnovitiki's  firft  anxiety  was  to 
refcue  Marina  from  this  fcene  of  terror. 
He  difcovered  her,  encircled  by  the  Czar's 
left  arm,  while  in  the  other  gleamed  his. 
uplifted  fabre,  whofe  rapid  and  powerful 
K  5  movements 


(      20i      ) 

tnovements  warded  off  the  ftrokes  of  his 
affailants.  The  Count  forced  hi?  way  tO" 
wards  them.  Demetrius  perceived  him* 
^^  Save  her,'*  was  all  he  could  fay,  as  he 
refigned  Marina  to  his  friend.  Count  Wief- 
novitiki  made  no  reply,  but  fuftaining  her 
iifelefs  form  in  his  firm  grafp,  bore  her 
in  fafety  through  the  clafhing  fwords  ;  for 
the  Ruffians  almofl  inftindively  gave  way  at 
his  approach. 

Without  paufing  for  a  moment,  the 
Count  purfued  his  way  rapidly  from  the 
palace,  through  the  almoft  defeited  flreets 
of  Mofcow,  to  that  quarter  of  the  city  in- 
habited by  the  Poles.  Inftantly  fummoning 
and  haftily  acquainting  them  with  the  dan- 
ger of  the  Czar  and  Princefs,  he  com- 
manded fome  of  the  train  to  depart  imme- 
diately with  the  Princefs  towards  the  fron- 
tiers, snd  the  remainder  to  return  with  him 
to  the  Kremlin.  They  obeyed  ;  and  Count 
Wiefnovitfki,  with  a  rapidity  equal  to  that 
with  which  he  had  quitted  it,  again  fought 
the  Iniperial  palace.     The  tumult  feemed 

to 
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to  have  abated  ;  — the  Count  fcarcely  knew 
whether  to  confider  this  as  a  favourable  or 
alarming  circumflance.  A  few  favage  and 
blood-ftained  countenances  gleamed  pafl 
him,  as  he  rufiied  rapidly  through  the  long 
gallery  u^hich  led  to  the  apartment  he  had 
fo  lately  quitted.  All  now  was  filent :  —  a 
dreadful  alarm, — an  opprefliveapprehenfion, 
took  pofTeflion  of  his  foul.  He  paufed, — as 
if  to  recover  refpiration, —  before  he  dared 
to  re-enter  the  portal.  At  length  he  fum- 
moned  refolution  to  advance ;  and  his  eye 
haftily  and  fearfully  glanced  over  the  horrid 
fcene:  —  a  fcene  he  had  indeed  often  vvit- 
neffed  upon  the  field  of  battle,  but  never  in 
the  abode  of  man. 

In  the  midfl  of  mangled  bodies,  in  the 
midll  of  the  dying  and  the  dead,  he  per- 
ceived the  Hetman  Kofanka  kneeling  be- 
lide  a  figure,  which  he  inftantly  recognifed 
as  that  of  the  Czar's.  He  rufhed  forward, 
he  raifed  the  hand  of  his  friend  in  his  ; — but 
the  touch  of  that  hand  was  cold  as  death  ; 
he  gazed  at  his  countenance, — but  it  was 
K  6  pale 
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pale  and  fixed  as  monumental  marble :  he 
endeavoured  to  difcover  fome  veftiges  of 
liL  5  fome  fymptoms  of  refpiration, — but  no 
veftige,  no  fymptom  could  be  perceived  : 
he  looked  on  his  numerous  wounds,  —  and 
fhuddered,  as  the  dreadful  conviction  was 
impofed  upon  his  heart,  that  Demetrius  was 
indeed  no  more. 
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CHAP.  XL 

"  How  like  a  hateful  ape 
"  DeteAed,  grininng,  'midft  his  pilfer'd  hoards, 
»'  A  cunning  man  appears,  whofe  lecret  frauds 
*'  Are  open'd  to  the  day  !  fcorn'd,  hooted,  niock'd  I 
«'  Scoru'd  by  the  very  fools  who  moft  adma'd 
•'  His  worthlefs  art.     But  when  a  great  mind  falls, 
"  The  noble  nature  of  man's  generous  heart 
"  Doth  bear  him  up  amidll  the  Ihame  of  ruin  ; 
"  "With  gentle  cenfure,  ufing  but  his  faults 
"  As  modeft  means  to  introduce  his  praile; 
"  For  pity  like  a  dewy  twilight  comes 
"  To  clofe  th*  oppredive  fplendour  of  his  day, 
"  And  they  who  but  admir'd  him  at  his  height, 
"  His  alter'd  ilate  lament,  and  love  him  fallen  !" 

Baillie's  Bafil 

npHE  entrance  of  the  Princefs  of  Sendo- 
mir  into  the  empire  of  Ruflia,  had  de- 
cided the  fate  of  its  fovereign.  From  this 
period  the  confpiracy,  which  terminated  in 
his  deftrudion,  had  been  concerted,  and 
Prince  Vaflili  had  only  delayed  its  im- 
mediate execution  in  order  to  enfure  its  final 
fuccefs. 

The  opinion,  that  the   Czar  was  an  im- 
poftor  had  been  induftriouily  propagated, 

and 
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and  generally  believed  throughout  RufTia ; 
and  although  Prince  Vaflili  availed  himfelf 
of  the  accidental  concurrence  of  the  Coflacks* 
arrival,  with  the  abrupt  departure  of  Deme- 
trius from  the  capital,  and  fubfequent  re- 
turn with  the  Princefs,  and  a  Polifh  train, 
to  haften  the  moment  of  infurredlion, 
thefe  events  did  not  occafion  it.  The 
Prince  inflamed  the  minds  of  the  people,  by 
aflerting,  that  the  Czar's  intention  was  to 
fhut  the  gates  of  the  city,  mafiacre  thofe 
amongfl  the  Ruffian  nobles  and  citizens 
who  had  oppofed  his  union  with  the  Prin- 
cefs of  Sendomir,  and  then  publicly  folem- 
nize  his  nuptials.  The  people  too  eafily 
credited  thefe  affertions,  and  feizing  the 
firft  weapons  which  prefented  themfelves, 
rufhed  tumultuoufly  towards  the  palace, 
where  their  dreadful  purpofe  was  fatally 
executed. 

Prince  Vaffili  no  fooner  beheld  Deme- 
trius fall  beneath  the  flrokes  of  his  numer- 
ous affailants,  than  he  withdrew  his  troops 
from  the  Imperial  palace,  in  order  to  fecure 

the 
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the  avenues  leading  to  the  city,  and  poflefs 
himfelf  of  its  principal  forts.  Having  fuc- 
ceeded  in  this  defign,  with  deliberate  fero- 
city, he  commanded  a  general  maffacre 
both  of  the  Poles  and  Coflacks.  His  orders 
were  obeyed ;  and  a  fcene,  painful  to  de- 
fcribe,  or  to  imagine,  enfued.  Although 
this  ftate  of  anarchy  and  confufion  lailed 
only  ten  hom*s,  more  than  ten  thoufand 
perfons  peridied  in  the  conflicl.  The  fcene 
was  finally  clofed,  by  the  eleclion  of  Prince 
Vaflili  Shuiflci  to  the  Imperial  throne  :  but 
the  triumph  of  the  murderer  was  incom- 
plete; for  Count  Wiefnovitfki  had' efcaped 
his  power. 

Over  the  body  of  Demetrius  the  Hetman 
Kofanka  and  Count  Wiefnovitfki  ex- 
changed the  mutual  vow  to  purfue  with 
fure,  determined,  unrelenting  vengeance, 
him  who  had  eifeded  his  deftrudlion.  They 
knew  that  immediate  revenge  was  not  in 
their  power  (for  the  comparative  fmall 
number  of  Poles  and  Coffacks  forbade  the 
hope   of   fuccefsful'  refiflancej,    and   they 
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perceived  that  prefent  flight  would  alone 
eiTedlually  fecure  future  triumph.  At 
the  head  of  a  fmall  band  they  forced 
their  paflage  through  the  guards  ftationed 
at  one  of  the  city  gates ;  and  purfuing  their 
way  rapidly  towards  the  frontiers,  reached 
Poland  in  fafety. 

The  dreadful  intelligence  they  conveyed 
fpread  horror  and  difmay  throughout  the 
kingdom  -,  for  few  of  its  natives  were  there 
who  wept  not,  amongfl  the  vi£lims  of  Prince 
Vaflili's  ferocity,  the  death  of  a  kinfman  or 
a  friend.     The  fpirit  of  revenge  breathed 
throughout  the  land.     Infpired  by  one  fen- 
timent,  aduated  by  one  defire,  an  army  of 
Poles,  under  the  command  of  Count  Wief- 
novitfki,  again  advanced  to  the  frontiers  of 
Ruffia,       Its    progrefs    was    refifllefs    as 
terrible ;    its   fuccefs    rapid    as    decifive ; 
and    the    imperial    city,     which    had    fo 
lately    beheld     the     entire    though    tem- 
porary  extindion    of    the   Polifh    power, 
again  fubmitted   to   its  influence.     Count 
Wiefnovitflu  and  the  Hetirian  Kofanka  en- 
*  tered 
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tered  Mofcow  as  conquerors  :  but  Prince 
VafTili  Shuifki  was  no  longer  its  fovereign. 
The  Ruffians,  when  recovered  from  the 
temporary  frenzy  which  his  reprefentations 
had  excited,  began  to  regret  its  effeds. 
The  errors  of  Demetrius  were  forgotten  in 
his  fate  ;  while  his  generofity  and  clemency 
were  flrongly  contrafted  with  the  unre- 
lenting fternnefs  of  their  prefent  Czar. 
Thofe  who  had  already  dared  to  alTaflinate 
a  lawful  fovereign,  did  not  long  hefitate  to 
depofe  a  tyrannical  ufurper. 

Within  a  fhort  period  after  his  election 
to  the  throne,  Prince  Vallili  was  precipi- 
tated from  it,  and  confined  in  the  monaflery 
of  Pohndof.  There  he  was  vifited  by 
Count  Wiefnovitfki ;  the  warrior's  helmet 
was  exchanged  for  the  monkifh  cowl ;  and 
his  expreflion  of  favage  triumph  converted- to 
one  of  fullen  defpair ;  but  his  heart  was 
flill  unchanged ;  that  was  now  equally  in- 
accefTible  to  remorfe  and  repentance,  as  it 
had  formerly  been  to  gratitude  and  mercy* 
Count  Wiefnovitfld  fliuddered  as  he  gazed 
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upon  the  murderer  of  Demetrius.  The 
Ruffians  readily  confented  to  deliver  their 
late  Czar  into  the  power  of  the  Poles  ;  and 
the  Count  then  proceeded  to  vifit  upon  the 
other  enemies  of  his  friend  the  crimes  they 
had  committed  a^alnfl  him. 

The  Patriarch  was  compelled  to  relign 
his  high  office  ;  and  both  the  Princefs  Irene 
and  her  mother,  who  had  been  inftrumental 
in  increafmg  the  popular  difcontent,  were 
placed  in  a  convent,  and  obliged  to  aflume 
the  veil.  TheCount  likewife  fought  theunfor- 
nate  Czarina  Feodorofua,  but  Ihe  was  no 
longer  in  exiftence.  The  intelligence  of  her 
fon's  affaffination(for  her  fuppofed  depofition 
was  an  entire  fabrication  of  Prince  Vaffili's), 
had,  at  firfl,  deprived  her  of  reafon  ^  and, 
after  languifhing  fome  time,  alternately  the 
victim  of  madnefs  or  defpair^  fhe  was  finally 
releafed  from  a  fcene  which,  to  her,  had  long 
been  a  fcene  of  fuffering. 

The  pangs  of  jealoufy  and  remorfe,  the 
ftruggles  of  reafon  and  paflion,  the  alterna- 
tions of  hope  and  fear,   may  be  defcribed ; 
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but  who  can  paint  the  cold  unvarying  feel- 
ings of  defpair  ;  —  that  night  of  the  foul, 
uncheared  by  any  hope,  except  the  hope 
of  death  ?  Who  can  paint  the  grief  which 
took  pofleilion  of  Marina's  mind  from  the 
period  when  (he  recovered  to  a  fenfe  of  her 
misfortunes?  Immured  in  the  profound 
retirement  of  her  father's  caftle,  it  was  long 
before  (he  could  admit  even  Count  Wiefno- 
vitfki  to  an  interview :  but  on  his  return  from 
Ruflia,  with  his  captive  Prince  Vaflili,  fhe 
confented  to  fee  him.  On  his  entrance 
into  her  apartment,  fhe  extended  her  hand 
in  filence  towards  him ;  he  raifed  it  to  his 
lips,  and  the  tear  which  bedewed  it,  con- 
veyed a  mingled  emotion  of  anguifh  and 
gratitude  to  the  heart  of  the  Princefs. 

From  this  period,  the  convidion  that  the 
murderer  of  his  monarch  had  met  his  due 
reward,  that  each  day  was  advancing  the 
approach  of  that  period  which  would  unite 
her  for  ever  to  Demetrius,  produced  a  de- 
gree of  compofure  in  the  mind  of  the  Prin- 
cefs, which  enabled  her  to  perform  thofe 
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focial  and  relative  duties  her  religion  en- 
joined*  But  when,  deceived  by  this  exter- 
nal tranquillity,  her  father  and  her  friends 
united  in  urging  her  to  appear  again  in 
thofe  fcenes  which  her  prefence  had  for- 
merly irradiated,  the  fudden  change  in  her 
manner,  the  expreflion  of  anguifh  which 
inftantly  overfpread  her.  countenance,  the 
firmnefs  with  which  flie  perfifted  in  herre- 
fufal,  convinced  them,  that  her's  was  in^ 
deed  ^'  a  grief  which  knew  not  confola^ 
"  tion's  name/* 

In  contemplating  the  fate  of  Demetrius, 
we  contemplate  the  fate  of  genius  undirected 
by  judgment,  untaught  by  experience  5  —  we 
behold  the  career  of  one,  whofe  progrefs, 
had  he  poifelTed  but  the  common  virtues  of 
humanity,  by  difFufmg  happinefs  around, 
would  have  refembled  the  river's  fruitful 
courfe,  inftead  of  its  fearful  inundation. 
But  in  furveying  the  errors  of  genius,  let  it 
ever  be  remembered,  that  with  the  pof- 
feffion  of  ftronger  intelled,  are  alfo  com- 
bii^ed  fenfations  more  exquifite,  —  feelings 

more 
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more  acute, — paffions  more  impetuous  ;  — 
that  while  the  former  places  its  pofleflfor 
above  the  level  of  his  fellow-creatures,  the 
latter  makes  it  indeed  a  dangerous,  and  too 
often  fatal  pre-eminence. 
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APPENDIX. 

Injlead  of  gi'ving  Notes  on  the  Hijlorical 
Farts  of  this  Romance^  the  Author  has  fub- 
joined  the  entire  Narrative  of  the  Reign  and 
Adventures  of  Demetrius y  as  related  by  Cox jl 
in  his  "  Travels  in  RuJJia.'* 

"  IVAN  Vaflilievltch  II.  left  two  fons, 
Feodor,  who  fucceeded  to  the  throne, 
and  Demetrius,  an  infant,  who  was  educated 
at  Uglitz,  under  the  care  of  his  mother  the 
Czarina  Maria  Feodorofna,  and  in  the  eighth 
year  of  his  age  was  faid  to  have  been  af- 
faflinated  by  order  of  Boris  Godonof.  The 
real  cirtumftances  of  this  afTafiination  being 
purpofely  withheld  from  the  public,  are 
varioufly  related  ;  and  the  following  parti- 
culars are  alone  unqueftionable.  A  body, 
fuppofed  to  be  that  of  the  young  Prince, 
was  found  weltering  in  its  blood  ;  and  cer- 
tain perfons,  confidered  as  the  afTaflins,  were 
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inftantly  put  Co  death  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Uglitz.  The  account  of  the  cataftrophe 
being  tranfmitted  to  Mofcow,  Boris  Godo- 
nof,  after  circulating  a  report  that  Deme- 
metrius  had,  in  a  fit  of  phrenzy,  put  a 
period  to  his  own  life,  difpatched  his  crea- 
tures VafTili  Shuilki  and  Cletchnin,  to  in- 
quire into  the  circumflances  of  his  death. 
Having  examined  the  body  of  the  deceafed, 
they  declared  it  to  be  that  of  Demetrius, 
and  confirmed  the  report.  MariaFeodorofna, 
accufed  of  grofs  inattention  to  her  fon's 
fecurity,  was  compelled  to  affume  the  veil, 
and  confined  in  a  convent ;  many  inhabitants 
of  Uglitz,  who  fpoke  freely  concerning  the 
murder,  were  capitally  punifhed  ;  fome  were 
imprifoned,  and  others  banilhed. 

"  Boris  Godonof  managed  this  horrid 
tranfadion  with  fuch  art  and  fecrecy,  that 
fcarcely  any  fufpicions  were  entertained 
againft  him,  until,  thirteen  years  after,  a  per- 
fon  made  his  appearance  under  the  name  of 
Demetrius  :  he  declared  that  his  mother, 
fufpicious  of  the  attempts  againll  her  fon's 
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life,  had  removed  him  from  Uglitz,  and 
fubflituted  another  child,  who  was  aflairm- 
ated  in  his  place  ;  and  that,  being  educated 
in  a  convent,  and  concealed  from  theknow- 
lege  of  his  perfecutors,  he  had  efcaped  from 
Ruflia  into  Poland.  Being  there  admitted 
into  the  fervice  of  Wiefnovitfki,  a  Pole  of 
great  diftindlion,  he  difcovered  himfelf  to 
that  nobleman,  who  warmly  efpoufed  his 
caufe.  Boris  Godonof,  having  received  in- 
telligence of  this  unexpeded  claimant,  dif- 
feminated  a  report,  that  the  impoflor,  who 
alTumed  the  name  of  Demetrius,  was  a  monk 
ftyled  Gregory  or  Grifka  Otrepief;  and 
fpared  neither  threats  nor  bribes  to  obtain 
pofTeffion  of  his  perfon.  When  thefe  expe- 
dients failed  of  fuccefs,  he  difpatched  his 
emilfaries  into  Poland  to  aflaflinate  him. 

"  Wiefnovitiki,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of 
his  fugitive,  recommended  him  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  fenator  George  Mnifhek, 
Palatine  of  Sendomir,  a  nobleman  of  great 
confequence  in  Poland.  Demetrius,  being 
acknowleged    by   him    the    rightful    heir. 
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of  the  Ruffian  throne,  was  foon  afterwjirds 
betrothed   in    marriage    to     the  Palatine's 
daughter  Marina  ;  and  in  the  begirming  of 
1603,    was    introduced   to   Sigifmund  IIL 
King  of  Poland.    Being  admitted  to  a  public  . 
audience   before  the  diet,   he  excited   the 
compafTion  of  the  aflembly  by  the  afFeding 
manner  in  which  he  related  his  adventures  ; 
and  though  Sigifmund  and  the  diet  regretted 
that  the  fituation  of  their  country  prevented 
them  from  openly  feconding  his  pretenfions, 
yet  they  teftified  the  mod  cordial  attachment 
to  his  interefts,  and  laid  no  prohibition  on 
thofe  nobles  who  might  be  difpofed  to  en- 
gage in  his  fuppdrt.     By  the  affiftance  of 
his  two  patrons,  Wiefnovitfki  and  the  Pala- 
tine of  Sendomir,  Demetrius  entered  Ruflia 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  1 604,  at  the  head 
of  4000  Poles ;  and  being  foon  joined  by 
many  Ruffians,  particularly  by  the  CofTacks 
of  the  Don,  advanced  almoft  without  oppo- 
fition  to  Novogorod  Severfkoi,  and  routed 
in  December  an  army  of  40,000  men  ;   but 
was  not  long  afterwards  defeated  with  great 
VOL.  II.  L  flaughter, 
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flaughtcr,  by  Prince  Vaflili  Shuifki,  general 
of  Boris  Godonof.  Eight  thoufand  of  his 
followers  were  either  killed  or  taken  pri- 
fonersj  and  all  his  artillery  and  colours  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  his  horfe  was 
wounded  under  him,  and  he  himfelf  efcaped 
with  difficulty. 

"  This  overthrow  occafioned  the  defec- 
tion of  the  Polifh  troops;  and  Demetrius 
himfelf,  difmayed  with  his  lofs,  would  have 
retreated  precipitately  into  Poland,  had  he 
not  been  diifuaded  by  the  importunities  of  *' 
his  Ruffian  adherents ;  many  of  whom  be- 
lieved him  to  be  the  true  Demetrius,  and 
all  dreaded   the  vengeance  of  Boris  Go- 
donof.    Overcome  by  their  entreaties,  he 
continued  his  march,  and,  notwithflanding 
his  late  difcomfiture,  was  foon  at  the  head 
of  a   numerous   army    of    Ruffians,    who 
flocked  to  his  ftandard  from  all  quarters. 
Not  only  the  populace,  ever  prone  to  cre- 
dulity, but  even  men  of  the  higheft  birth 
and  quality,  gave  credit  to  his  pretenfions  ; 
not  only  the  diftant  provinces  fupported  his 
15  caufe, 
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caule,  but  the  people  rofe  even  at  Mofcow, 
and  publicly  proclaimed  that  Demetrius  had 
efcaped  from  his  aflaflins,  and  claimed  alle- 
giance as  their  rightful  fovereign.  This  in- 
furredtion  was  immediately  quelled ;  but 
although  Boris  Godonof  inllided  the  fe- 
vered punifhments  upon  his  adherents, 
though  the  Patriarch  publifhed  a  ban  of 
excommunication  againfl  him  and  his  party, 
and  though  Vafiili  Shuifki  affirmed  that  he 
had  himfelf  examined  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceafed  Prince  at  Uglitz  ;  yet  an  univerfal 
telief  fpread  through  all  ranks,  that  the 
pretender  to  the  throne  was  the  real  fon  of 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch  the  Second. 

"  The  fudden  death  of  Boris  Godonof 
enfured  the  fuccefs  of  Demetrius.  Feodor 
Borifovitch,  declared  fucceflbr  to  his  father 
by  the  Patriarch  and  nobles  who  were 
prefent  at  Mofcow,  was  deferted  by  the 
principal  generals  of  the  Ruffian  army,  and 
by  many  perfons  of  diflindion.  His  troops 
at  this  inaufpicious  moment  were  fuddenly 
attacked  and  defeated  5  and  thofe  who 
L  2  efcaped 
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efcaped  were  obliged  to  fwear  fealty  to  his 
rival,  who,  ftrengthened  by  this  acceflion, 
advanced    by    hafly   marches   towards    the 
capital,   without  the  leaft  oppolition ;    the 
highways    were   lined    with    people ;    the 
towns  opened   their  gates  with  every  de- 
monflration  of  joy,  while  Demetrius  fup- 
ported  the  prepoffeflion  of  the  Ruffians  in 
favour  of  his  birth,  by  the  affability  of  his 
demeanour,    and   the  gracefulnefs   of   his 
perfon.     Having  publifhed  a  manifefto  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Mofcow,  with  offers  of 
clemency  and  favour   on   their  return   to 
their  duty,  they  rofe  in  arms,  flormed  the 
palace,   flrangled  Feodor  Borifovitch,   and 
recognifed  the  title  of  Demetrius.     On  the 
30th  of  June,  the  new  Czar  entered  Mof- 
cow in  triumph,  and  took  pofTeffion  of  the 
throne   with   univerfal   approbation.      His 
pretenfions  to  the  crown,  as  real  fon  of  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch,  were  confirmed  by  the  public 
teftimony    of    Maria    Feodorofna,    whom 
Boris  Godonof  had  imprifoned  in  a  diflant 
monaflery,  and  whom  Demetrius,  at  his 
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acceflion,  releafed  from  her  confinement. 
Upon  het*  approach  to  Mofcow,  on  the  8th 
of  July,  he  rode  to  meet  her  at  the  head 
of  a  numerous  proceflign,  and  at  the  firft 
appearance     of     her      carriage,     alighted 
from  his  horfe,  and  ran  to  embrace  her. 
The  tendernefs   and  afFedion  which  both 
parties  difplayed  on  this  interelling  occafion^ 
drew  tears  from  the  fpedators;    and  the 
ftrong  expreffions  of  tranfport  with  which 
the  Czarina  openly  acknowledged  him  for 
her  fon,  feemed  to  confirm  the  reality  of 
Imperial  lineage.     Soon  after  this  interview 
he  was  crowned  with  the  ufual  pomp,  and 
feemed  firmly  feated  upon  the  throne,  in 
the  pofleflion  of  which  he  would  probably 
have  maintained  himfelf  by  a  conformity  to 
the  manners  of  his  fubjeds,  and  by  a  pru- 
dent deference  to  their  civil  and  religious 
eftablifhment.     But  his   avowed  contempt 
of  the   Ruffian   cufloms,    and   his   public 
negledl  of  their  religious  ceremonies,  foon 
alienated  the  afFedions  of  his  fubjeds,  and 
precipitated  him  from  the  throne  as  rapidly 
L  3  as 
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as  he  had  afcended  it.  He  was  adive, 
fpirited,  and  merciful,  foon  offended,  and 
as  foon  appeafed;  liberal,  ambitious,  and 
defirous  of  making  himfelf  known  to  pof- 
terity ;  in  a  word,  he  was  a  Prince  who 
loved  honour,  and  recommended  it  by  his 
own  example.  In  Poland  he  applied  him- 
felf to  the  ftudy  of  languages,  arts,  and 
fciences ;  he  converfed  in  Latin  and  Polifh 
with  fluency  j  he  was  well  acquainted  with' 
hiftory,  and  particularly  with  that  of 
Ruflia  and  the  neighbouring  kingdoms : 
he  was  well  verfed  in  mufic,  and  pofleffed 
other  liberal  accomplifhments.  On  account 
of  his  addrefs  and  good  fortune  in  obtaining 
the  crown,  he  was  efteemed  a  magician. 
Warlike  exercife  and  hunting  were  his  prin- 
cipal amufements.  He  had  fome  know- 
ledge of  engineering  and  artillery,  was 
fond  of  calling  cannon,  and  fhot  with  fuch 
fkill  as  to  furprife  the  moft  dexterous 
markfman.  He  was  zealous  to  improve 
the  difcipline  of  his  army,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  he  would  often  review  his  troops,  in- 
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ftrud  them  in  different  manoeuvres,  ftorm 
ramparts  and  fortifications ;  and,  as  he  was 
always  foremoft,  and  the  moft  eager  among 
the  affailants,  was  often  rudely  handled  in 
the  fray.  Defirous  to  be  efteemed  a  patron 
of  juftice,  he  put  to  death  feveral  judges 
who  were  convided  of  iniquitous  pradices.'* 
'*  He  was  not  only  fo  much  attached  to 
the  Polifh  cuftoms  and  drefs  as  to  prefer 
them  upon  all  occafions  ;  but  he  even  ridi- 
culed  the  Ruffian  manners,  and  in  every 
inftance  deviated  from  the  examples  of  the 
Czars  his  predecelfors.  Inflead  of  fhowing 
himfelfto  the  people  feldom,  and  only  upon 
extraordinary  occafions  with  a  large  retinue, 
he  was  accuflomed  to  traverfe  the  ftreets 
with  a  few  fervants  ;  he  commonly  rode, 
and  as  he  was  an  excellent  horfeman,  was 
generally  mounted  upon  the  moft  fiery 
fteeds ;  he  hunted  frequently,  had  mufic 
at  his  repafls,  never  flcpt  at  mid-day,  never 
bathed.  Thefe  trifling  circumflances  were 
regarded  in  fo  ferious  a  light,  that  the 
omiffion  of  them  rendered  him  the  obje6t  of 
L  4  general 
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general  hatred ;  and  it  was  commonly  re- 
ported, that  the  perfon  who  could  fliow  fuch 
a  diftafle  for  the  cuftoms  of  his  country, 
could  never  be  defcended  from  the  race  of 
antient  fovereigns." 

"  It  was  an  obvious  inference,  to  con- 
fider  the  defpifer  of  his  fubjeds  as  their 
enemy.  Under  fuch  circumftances  his 
deflrudion  feemed  inevitable ;  and  yet  a 
year  elapfed  before  any  tumult  broke  out. 
At  length  his  marriage  with  a  foreign  lady 
clofed  the  fcene  j  and  it  would  have  been  a 
wonder  if  he  had  continued  any  longer  upon 
the  throne." 

"  Having  in  Poland  bethrothed  himfelf 
to  Marina,  the  daughter  of  the  Palatine 
Mnifchekj  he  difpatched  a  fplendid  embaffy 
to  demand  her  in  marriage.  The  efpoufals 
were  performed  at  Cracow,  and  the  bride 
having  made  her  entry  into  Mofcow,  accom- 
panied with  a  large  fuite  of  Poles,  was 
lodged  in  a  nunnery  till  the  folemnization 
of  the  nuptials.  During  this  interval  he 
difturbed  the  devotion  of  the  holy  fifterhood 
15  ,  with 
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with  repeated  feafts,  concerts,  and  balls, 
whereby  he  excited  public  horror,  as  a 
violator  of  religious  difcipline.  By  this  in- 
fatuated behaviour  he  inflamed  the  difaf- 
fedion  of  his  fubjeds  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
a  regular  confpiracy  was  concerted  againft 
him.  The  leader  was  Prince  Vaflili  Ivano- 
vitch  Shuifki,  the  fame  perfon  who  had 
owed  his  life  to  the  lenity  of  Demetrius,  and 
on  whom  this  a6t  of  clemency  had  no  other 
efFed:  than  to  render  him  more  cautious  in 
his  fubfequent  machinations  againfl:  his  be- 
nefador.  Demetrius  frequently  received 
intimations  from  different  quarters'  of  a 
projected  infurredion  ;  the  popular  odium 
betrayed  itfelf  by  the  moft  alarming  fymp- 
toms ;  perfons  were  heard  exclaiming  in 
the  ftreets,  ^  The  Czar  is  an  heretic,  worfe 
than  a  Turk,  and  not  the  fon  of  Ivan 
Vaflilie vitch.'  But,  either  from  a  natural 
magnanimity  that  braved  all  danger,  or  from 
the  inconfiderate  levity  of  his  charader,  he 
was  infenfible  to  all  thefe  prognoftics  ;  and 
by  obftinately  perfevering  in  his  unpo- 
pular 
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pular  condudt,  feemed  almoft  to  invite  de- 
ftruaion." 

"  The  infurredion  broke  out  early  in  the 
morning  on  the  1 7th  of  May.  The  con- 
fpirators  fecured  the  principal  avenues  of 
the  city  ;  the  great  bell  in  the  Kremlin,  the 
common  fignal  of  alarm,  vi^as  tolled ;  and 
a  confufed  cry  was  fpread  among  the  peo- 
ple, that  the  Poles  v/ere  preparing  to  maf- 
facre  the  inhabitants.  Vaffili  Shuifki,  who 
fecretly  inflamed  the  public  difcontents,  led 
the  way  to  the  palace,  bearing  a  crofs  in 
one  hand,  and  a  fabre  in  the  other,  accom- 
panied by  a  vaft  multitude,  armed  with  the 
firft  weapons  which  chance  prefented. 
This  party,  having  overpowered  the  guards, 
burft  open  the  gates  of  the  palace,  and  rufhed 
towards  the  royal  apartment.  Demetrius, 
awakened  by  the  tumult,  fummoned  the  few 
guards  who  were  immediately  about  his 
perfon,  and  Tallying,  without  a  moment's 
deliberation,  againfl:  his  aflailants,  hewed 
down  feveral  of  the  foremofl :  being  foon 
overborn  by  numbers,  he  attempted  to  re- 
treat 
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treat  into  the  interior  part  of  the  palace  ; 
but,  clofely  prefled  by  his  purfuers,  pre- 
cipitated himfelf  from  a  window  into  a 
court." 

"  Being  difcovered,  he  was  re-conveyed 
to  the  palace,  and  brought  before  Vaffili 
Shuifki,  who  loaded  him  with  reproaches 
for  his  impoflure.  Not  difmayed,  how- 
ever, with  the  menaces  of  his  enemy, 
he  perfifted  in  maintaining  himfelf  to  be 
the  real  fon  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  11.  and 
appealed  to  the  teftimony  of  his  mother, 
who  refided  in  a  neighbouring  convent. 
The  firmnefs  and  confiftency  of  his  afleve- 
rations  made  a  confiderable  imprefTion  on 
many  of  the  Ruffian  foldiers,  who  peremp- 
torily declared,  that  they  would  proted 
him  from  all  injury,  unl efs  Maria  Feodo- 
rofna  formally  renounced  him  as  her  fon. 
On  this  unexpected  declaration,  Vaffili 
Shuifki,  accompanied  by  fome  Ruffian  nobles 
of  his  party,  repaired  to  the  convent,  and 
returned  inftantly,  with  the  following  anfwer 
from  the  Princefs  : — *  The  real  Demetrius 

was 
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tvas  flain  at  Uglitz  ;  the  perfon  who  at 
prefent  affumes  his  name  is  an  impoftor  ; 
and  I  was  conftrained  by  menaces  to  ac- 
knowledge him  for  my  fon.'  On  the  de^ 
Jivery  of  this  meflage,  the  unhappy  monarch 
was  immediately  facrificed  to  the  fury  of 
his  enemies." 

"  The  aflaflination  of  Demetrius  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  general  tumult ;  the  houfes  of 
foreigners  were  pillaged,  and  not  only  the 
Poles  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  people, 
but  even  many  Ruffians  who  wore  the  Po- 
li(h  drefs,  were  maflacred.  Though  this 
ftate  of  anarchy  only  lafted  ten  hours,  yet 
more  than  two  thoufand  perfons  loft  their 
lives.  The  dreadful  fcene  was  finally  clofed' 
by  the  election  of  Vaffili  Ivanovitch  Shuifki 
to  the  throne  of  Ruffia.  Manifeftos  were 
immediately  publifhed,  in  which  the  new 
Czar  juftified  his  condu6t,  and  detailed  the 
hiftoryand  fortunes  of  his  predecefTorjwhom 
he  pronounced  an  adventurer,  whofe  real 
name  was  Grifka  Oftrepief.  He  aficribes  to 
him  an  intention  of  extirpating  the  princi- 
pal 
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pal  Rufliaa  nobility,  and  of  introducing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  into  Rullia ;  ac- 
cufes  him  of  holding  a  correfpondence  with 
the  Pope  for  that  purpofe  ;  infmuates  that 
he  had  even  promifed  to  cede  the  provinces 
of  Smolenfko  and  Severia  to  the  King  of 
Poland  ;  reprefents  him  as  an  heretic  and 
forcerer ;  difplays,  in  the  mod  odious 
colours,  his  averfion  to  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  the  Ruflians,  his  attachment  to 
foreigners,  and  expatiates  with  much  art 
upon  every  part  of  his  charadler  which  was 
moft  likely   to    excite  the   public   abhor- 


rence." 


In  another  part  of  his  work  Coxe  like- 
wife  notices  the  fate  of  the  Czar  Vaffili 
Ivanovitch,  who,  **  after  a  reign  of  a  few 
months,  was  depofed  by  his  fubjeds,  and 
placed  in  the  monaftery  of  Schudof,  from 
whence  he  was  conveyed  into  Poland,  where 
he  only  exchanged  one  prifon  for  another 
jftill  more  difmal,  and  fell  a  victim  to  his 
own  difappointment  and  chagrin,  as  well  as 
the  ill  treatment   of  the  Poles.     Wc  are 

natu- 
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naturally  led  to  compaflionate  the  fate  of  a 
depofed  monarch,  who  dragged  on  a  mife- 
rable  exillence  amidft  the  horrors  of  per- 
petual imprifonment ;  but  the  black  ingra- 
titude of  Vaflili  Shuifki  towards  Demetrius, 
his  fovereign  and  benefador,  almoft  ex- 
tinguifhes  our  fenfe  of  his  calamities." 

The  following  note,  fubjoined  by  Coxe 
to  his  narrative,  feems  to  preclude  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  giving  his  arguments  in  favour  of 
Demetrius : — 

"  Since  the  publication  of  this  chapter, 
the  death  of  Muller  (who  was  the  mofl  able 
advocate  of  the  opinion  that  the  Czar  was 
an  impoftor)  allows  me  to   declare   (what 
delicacy  at  that  time  prevented    me  from 
aflerting)  his  full  convidion  that  the  Czar 
was  the  real  Demetrius.     '  As  his  impof- 
ture,'    he   faid,    '  is  an  article  of  faith,   I 
could  not  venture  to  publifh   my  real  opi- 
nion  in  this  country :    but,   on    perufing 
my  account  with  attention,  you  will  per- 
ceive the  arguments  I  have    advanced  in 
favour  of  the  impoflure  are  weak  and  in- 
con- 
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conclufive.'  He  added,  fmiling,  '  If  you 
write  on  the  fubjecl,  refute  me  with  free- 
dom I  but  do  not  mention  my  confeflion 
during  my  life-time.'* 

Coxe'j  Travels  in  Ruffia. 

The  following  circumftances,  omitted  by 
Coxe,  are  noticed  by  Voltaire. 

*'  At  this  time  a  young  man  appeared  in 
Lithuania,  who  proclaimed  himfelf  to  be 
Prince  Demetrius,  that  had  efcaped  out  of 
the  hands  of  his  affaflins.  He  bore  a  per- 
fect refemblance  to  the  Prince  ;  he  fhewed 
the  crofs  fet  with  diamonds  that'  had  been 
tied  about  his  neck,  &c." 

"•  Thofe,  who  were  diflatisfied  with  the 
Ruffian  government,  declared  in  his  favour, 
A  general  of  that  nation,  advancing  within 
fight  of  Demetrius'sarmy,  cried  out,  '  He  is 
the  only  lawful  heir  of  ihe  empire^  and  im- 
mediately went  over  with  his  troops  under 
his  command." 

Voltaire'j  Univerfal  liiflor)'. 


As 
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As  ibme  hiflorians  fpeak  of  the  affafli- 
nation  of  Demetrius  as  having  occurred  on 
the  day  of  his  marriage,  the  author  has 
employed  this  circum (lance  to  give  greater 
effe£t  to  the  cataflrophe. 

The  Princefs  Irene,  daughter  of  Boris 
Godonof,  is  frequently  mentioned  by 
Margaret  and  other  contemporary  hiflorians, 
as  having,  from  ambitious  and  interefted 
motives,  inflamed  the  public  indignation 
agaitift  Demetrius. 


FINIS. 


Strahan  nnd  Prefton, 
Pi'mterS'Street,  London. 
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